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ADVOCACY ARCHITECTURE AND ADVCCACY PLANNING- THE COMMUNITY ADVOCACY
DEPOT

Fred D. Meyer
Asgecigte Professer in Architecture
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During this academic year of 1969-70,the Department of Architecture
at the Unlverslty of Illinols has develeped & unigue and

" significant oppoertunity for progress in the areas of teaching,
research and service, The real beneficlaries of this opportunity
are actually respoensible for creating it. They are the members
of the peeor commﬁnity ef Champalgn Ceunty and students within the

Department of Architecture, The oppertunity le knewn as the

Comminity Advecacy Depet, er,...C.A.D.

The Cemmunity Advecacy Depoet is a cemmunity organizsasftion, net an
extension of the University. Its'executive beard is compesed
ef representatives ef the poor cemmunity whose commen goeal 1is
the betterment of the quallty ef life of thelr coenstifuency.

Te thls end, prefessional advice and assistance is sought frem

these disciplines which deal wlith secial,&an

econemic and envirenmental problems. As a repcsitory of such
resoeurces in this commiinity, the University of Illinols has a
relatienship with C.A,D, The advecacy concept, by definitien,
entails the pursult of the objectives and prierities which are
established by the cemmunity. It has been recognized as essentlal
that the success or failure of these pursults be a result of the
cemmunities own thrust and momentum. Outslde negetiated success

will have a longevity commensurate with the presence of the
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external pressure whiich produced it, and eutside negetiated

an dmest Sour
failure will only centribute to aﬂégﬁg{tnv hundred year old
histery of such failures and increase socikhk devisiveness .
This recognitien has come through the persenal experience and
expoesures of this auther and through the interpretatien of
recent dmrited—Sbade American histery. Such current mevements
as "Black Pride", er "Black 14 Beautiful", underline this view.
They point te the greatest reseurce of all , the poetentlal ef
human dignity.

e Gommunity A"AW‘%D@P&})

In establishing the background of @b, therefore, 1t is
community

impertant te perceive 1ts cemmunity spensership,Arepresentatien,
community
andAexecutive direction. It 1s net a "nee-paternalistic"
effert by the white community te redress grievances directed te
it. ©Staff members of C.A.D. whe come frem oeutside the peer

Ao
cemmunity de se enly wpen the invitfation ofAExecutive Beard.

It 1s impoertant, fer the foregolng reasons, te understand the
relationship of the University with C,A.D. prier te any discussienf
of activities which led te the fermatien eofi C.A.D, and prier te
assessment of educatioenal aspects of a continuing invelvement,
flince its formation enly feur moenths age, C.A.D. has already
enllsted persennel from the students and staff in the areas of
architecture, urban planning, law, cémmerce, seclal werk,

recreation, civil englneering, interier design and art, All ef




these invelvements have been en a veluntary and invitatienal

basls., Ne¢ one has been drafted, nor has znyene appeinted himself

%9 membership, Seme curlesity seekers have céme end gene but

these individujzs whe cemprise the regular C.A,D, staff have

given ef themselves greatly in time and energy and, I belleve,

found themselves engaged in a significant educatienal experienceg. ‘

The streams of activity which led te the fermatien of C, AD, are

several and interdependent., They need not be dwelled wpen at length

since the fecus here is upen preblems and precess, however they

- may be of seme interest, During the first semester of 1969-70,

feurth year Architectural Design underteok an analysls of the
envirenment ef Nerthwest Urbana, Analyels was intended te be
hypothesis .
fellewed by synthesls, The research preocess underscered the illeglc
of basing this activity in the classreem rather than $ke in the
study arca 1tself, Superficisl "windshield surveys" were seen te
evade entirely the values and attitudes of the residents of this
envir@nment.g?gzﬁq“user“ was net represented in any prier decumented
studles of the area., The deskre te locate eur class € within the
cempmunlity was easily met in terms of finding sultable rental
preperty. It was net met in ene vital réquirement......n@ ene esh
had asked us te come there, Censequently, the atudy and solutien

fermulatiens were cenducted at the distance of the University with
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severe limitatiens in the abllity te preperly assess the
preblem snd equal inabilltiy te fermulate long-range
envirenmental potentislsupeny user needs and aspiratioens,

This circhmstance, incidentally, typifies much architectural
and vlanning precess t@day( fer reasens that will be discussed

tmw, (N BmoThon wyriting.

In an effert teo elicit e@hmunity response te these effertse.

for the purpeses of cenceptual evaluatien, a greup of leaders in
the peer cemmunity‘ﬁgg invited te meet with us ene January evening
in 200 Arch, The "jury" sessiens that teok place that night and
the fellewing night were agbeginning" in several ways fer

more than several peeple. The cencerns expressed were genuine,
the criticlsms devestatimg, the issues clearly delineaged.

The students conveyed %e this Jury their sincerity im attempting
to relate te a soeiel;—eeco- secie-ecenemlc-envirenmental preblen,
despite thelr lack of acceptable selutiens, The jury alse feund
in these deslgn propesale, envirenments whlch they had never had
the eppertunity te experience and which weee, to them, prevecative
and centreversial, It was decided te build upen the dlialegue

that was begun with ceurse werk for the second semesfer ,

Enter Mervin Miller, @raduate student in architecture and urban
planning, Actually, Mervin had entered many menthe earlg,in an

advigery rele to the Concerned Citizens Committee in the nerth end.
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As an adviser te C.G.C?ZMervin hed amptly demenstr@ted his

concern and personal commit@ment te ite pursuite, In this

iy

process he had earned <#lk the trust of the black community ‘%ﬁﬁﬁf””*ﬁ“
i

and was relled upon by its leadership for advice in eﬂﬁrenméntal

matters,

Q? The seclel inventien, which a cemmunity design center 1is, thus
had the clrcumstances necessary for its realizatien in this
asotbrallonin-Fadde community, In additien te the technical persennel
availablility and fecus upen the preject area, the very essential
element was the desire by cemminity leadershlp, represented by
Joehn Lee Johnsen, te channel these and ether efferts in the ferm
ef the Community Advecacy Depeot. With this, C.A.D, had its
beginning at 118 Nerth First Street, Champaign, Illineis, 1in

March, 1960,
wrth

Q? C.A.D. began with ne funds butithe greatest of aspirations. In 1i%s
first few weeks, architectural students labored te rehabilitate the
sterefront space,knocking plaster off a brick wall, palnting walls
-and cellings, installing a new electrical system, rehanging deers

anove | Mfcgv*wllé ) ' ’ and inhabits
'and?beceming acquainted with the community which frequents”nerth
First Street. Materilals \&® were screunged from businesses threughout
_yadions jpdividuels,

the twin cltlies and persenal bills were ruh up*bv By the end eof
April C.A.D., was well inte a varlety ef community envirenmental

prebleme and was twe moenths behind in rent,

‘K At this peint, the Central Illinels Chapter of the American Institute
of Architects was appreached on behalf of C.A.D. Recegnizing the
responsibility of the prefesslon %e degl with envirenmental preblems

in every sector ef seciety and net enly that spensered by paying
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cliente, the A.I.A. membership veted te pick wp €h4%4%%ﬁrv

the Cemmunity Advecacy Depet menthly rent. Participation by

lecal practitieners was alse enlisted., The A,I.A., censidered

this te be an opportunity for the profession te relate to &
traditionelly underserviced populatien, but, in additian,saw

in the C.A.D. an oppertunity te intreduce an increased awareness of

regl parameters in the educatienal precess ef future professionals.

Again, the direction remained with the cemmunity leadership.
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Other support has been attalned and mere appears fertheceming.
The existence of C.A.D. new depends net upon community spensership,

physical facllity, or financlal suppert, but upen perfermance,

Perforﬁance is required of the comminity representatives whe

direct C.A. D.,'%gggdents ef the peor community whe respend to the
eppertunities pesed by the C.A.D.,;gr@ressienal staff whe advecate
the cemmunities interest, and By, centemporary American seclety in

| A
the prierities which it establishes for iteelf,

Having reviewed the baekgreund which ferms the baslis under which
ok e fovmation of CAD .y

a cemmunity design center nust exist,Alt is apprepriate te asskss

the educational implications which it extends., Te these whe have

had experience in prefessienal practice, several potentials will be

immedlately apparent. First, the sense of relevance which pervades

this activity is inescapable., Apart frem nen31deratlons ef

service, ;ifé results #n an intense involvement en the part of

W B
the student, Invelvement) ’\peggcnal relatlonship is the first
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threshhold of a learning experience. Ofther means may be
attempted in the classroem, and they need net be dealt with here,
but 1t has been found te be virtuslly automatic at C.A.D.
Students have been able te comprehend the inputse and censtrainte
ef envirenmental proeblem& by gheir first-hand coenfrentation,
They have been able te sensitize te their own humanity Dby
@peratiné in a role which required such senéitivity fer ethers,
The minimal level upon which any student eperated included the
realizatlen that the problem was real and that his perfermance

would affect that preblem in &% a faverable er unfaverable way.

Secondly, the full range of architectural "determinants" have

become manifest for the student. Many censideratlene effered
regularly in classreom crlticism have taken on real significance

in this coentext., Design, which byings the full range ef censideratia
tegether in a decision-making process, 1is reai. The attempts at
‘}c@ntent integratien" which mee-se have had meager success % 1in
past classrecem e%perimentsand eppear cemplicated in plans for the .
future, are reslized with utter simplicity in the face ef

necessity. In the design "lgb", as it exists at C.A.D., criticiem

¢ﬂwuﬂatRWto4
has invelved structural planning, %ee, sectien medulus criteria fer

framing membérs, unit cest::'gg‘ggzembly coemponents, coenstruction
detailing, site planning, mechanical and electriical previsiens,
fenestration alternatives and prices, flashing, Building code
regirements, zoening constraints and appeals,(students frem C.A,D,
presented a request f@fmbhange in zening te the Urbana Planning

Commissien} resulting in a centinuing and enlarked study in
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concert with that commissien,),mertgage financing and prerequisite
incomee, implementatien strategies invelving the federsl
gevernment, private secfer finanecing, bidding precedures,
infermatien gathering technigues, and more.‘ All ef fthese

subjecte have been discussed net te the exclusien eof design but,
rather,as theyxpertain te design, As determinants, they Seas
impinge upen the visual result which is human é&nvirenment.

The fact that many students were net conversant or emperienced in
thesge areas previeusly might suggest that their sfrength residea in

& visual appreach te design, lomg the hallmark ef the "Ivery Tower".

- This did not preve te be the case either, A particular cencern

ef this wrifer has long been that the separatlen,visuzl frem
vesvlis n e
functienal (&n the nen-visual sense), eterminants)%
adbilt b §
-ﬂmmaiugggiﬁfE@ relate the twe ., In architecture

they are related, Such an ambience is needed in the very beginning

=2

design ceurses,

- Thirdly, as C.A.D. meves inte actual constructien ef prejects

designed, the eppertunity 1s presented te study and cempare

actual behavieral respoenses as epposed te intended er antlclpated
respenses, The rehabllitated C.A.D. storefrent has already performed
as a test ease in this regard., It haslbeen an arena ef human activity
where behavier of participant%yisit@rs and passersby é-'have been

an area efvinterest in their own right, Clearly, it has demenstrated
human respense is predicated upen reactien te the tetal envirenment,

and <@ not enly upoen its physical and visual cempenent,

Additienally, a children's playgreund nerth ef Mt, Olive Bapt%ﬁst
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Church, begun and left uncempleted

1 e . " -
by am class twe years age

year <y

nas been breught te fruifien by students frem C.A,D. Only

last evening, as this ls =58 written, a seund and slide
~decumentation ef the park was presented in the park fer the

i pasticiented \n creosting it
lecal community.p The amphitheater was in full use. Other
immediate vrejects which will be realized include the rehabilitatieh
of single family residences and the construction of new single
family residences under the Department of Hoeusing and Urban
adse

Development's pregram, FHA 2351, Invelvement hashpeen attained

in varieus stages of FHA 236 multi-family housing, as well.

The Research Beard of the University of Illineis has acted
favorably in respense te a request for research suppert fer the
1870-71 academic yeary at the C@mmunity Advecacy Depet, This
suppoert will include the funding ef twe graduate assistantships
te be assigned te C.A.D. One of these assistantships will be AO;
, awarded te Lee Turner whe has been designated as Dlrecterﬁ n--p nﬁwamx
5““501’3& graduate student in archltecture, whe alse 1is black‘mi‘:?::sgz:?
n ’
a long overdue participatien by the black commgnity, met enly
as clientele but as pr@feséienals. Through a training and

vocatienal counselling pregram te be conducted by C.A.D., 1t#

is heped that further pregress can be made in this area.

mas

As a cemmunity organizatien which A
\noe poon

C.A.D. activity *ﬁ\thAtmed te a University er any oether calendar,

eriented to cemmunity preblems,

Werk did net step fer the student strike of Spring, 1970, ner did

1t step during finals week, and it centinues threugh the summer
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irresnective efASmeerSch@ol calendar., Perhaps seme measure

of the vazlue of this activity te students can be dérived from
the faegt that their invelvement has versisted threugh each of
aferementioned diversiens, Wherever pessible, it ey intended te
relate C,A.D, activity te academic sreas where overlapping
centent is perceived and where, 1in fact, the experience with this
centent at C.A.D, eem offerg ths greaterg educatienal

advantage.k As in the spring semester of L869-70, students

invelved at C.A.D. receive academic credlit for this eew ctudy,

Lmeng the already accomplished sctivities has been the review of
prepesals fer the Bradley Park Apartmente, 116 units of housing

for mederate inceme families under FHA 236 as spensored by the Nessbie
Neorthend Pregregssive Develepment Cerperatien and Interfaith,
Additienally, #® C,A.D., has represented the communities interest

in the review ef Turnkey I propoesals for the develepment ef 120

T has ofso &;evieweé;

units of Bublic Heuding by seven develepers,

single family housing by various develepers under the FHA 235
studied

t
program. Each of these prejectis has been newdewed in the light

of the needs of ¥hewe theose families that will eccupy them,
The regults have been made available te the financing agencies

and sponsers invelved,

{Qs Flans fer centinuing C.A.D. activity include making preposals
relating te the design ef lew-cest heusling units utilizing

factery preduced coempenents, 4lse, work is beginning en the

o

preénsration of a comprehensive plan, (physivel, socizl =nd

q;ﬁﬁ&ﬁ;e+
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economic), for the nerthern sectien of Ghamnaign-Urbana,.
C.A,D., in cenjunction with facilitles and expertise frem the
Department of Civil Engineering at the University of Illineis,
will prediice & PERT netwerk anslysis fer the constructien of

a cemmunity shopping center, C,A.D, has advised and will

continue fe advise tenants ef heufing prejects en the fermation

of groups fer self-help. Ameng fortheceming prejects are
prepesals for needed urban recresatien centers and leocal parks.

And the list ceuld ge en and en,

C.A.D. 18 flexible and epen-ended as it must be in erder pe
“o incorroredl e knowledae of ifs

respond te changing cenditiens andAevelving expertise,

This decumentatien enly serves te recerd g mement and ™t To
suggest the promise of the future, It seems gpprepriate that
the Department of Architecture alse continue its flexible and
epen-ended posture in @rdef that 1%t is able te respoenf te
comparable oppertunities in teaching, research and servise

as they emerge,




