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During this academic year of 1969-?O,the Department of Ar ch itecture 

at the University of Illinois has developed a unilllue and 

. significent opportunity for progress in the areas of teaching, 

research and service. The real beneficiaries of this opportunity 

are actually responsible for creating it. They are the members 

of the pOQr community &f Champaign County and students within the 

Department of Architecture. The opportunity is known as the 

Commmnity Advocacy Depot, or•••• C.A.D. 

The Community Advocacy Depot is a community organization, n~t an 

extension of the University. Its executive board is composed 

of representatives of the poor commun1ty whose common goal is 

the betterment of the quality Qf life ofi the1r constituenoy. 

To t~1s end, professional adv1ce and ass1stance is sought from 

thfJse disoiplines whioh deal w1th SQC1al,AOG ePT;15i!efllnentm 

economic and environmental problems. As a repository of such 

resources in th1s comm~nmty, the University of Il11n01s has a 

relat1&nship with C. A.D. The advocacy concept, by definition, 

entails the pursu1t of the objectives and pri~r1t1es wh1ch are 

established by the community. It has been rec~gn1zed as essent1al 

that the success @r failure Qf these pursuits be a result of the 

cammunities own thrust and momentum. Outs1de negotiated SUeceSB 

will have a longevity commensurate with the presence of the 
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external pressure whmch produced it , and outside negot i ated 
an 8ltr'~~t ~lJr 

failure w1ll only contr ibute to aIIf:.sot1flft..... hundred year old 

history of such failures and increase sociaa devis iveness • 

This recognition has come through the personal experience and 

exposures of this author and through the interpretati@n ot 

recent MtIl:' ei &1u.e Amerioan. histlJry. Suoh current movements 

as "Blaok Pride", (l)r "Blaok is. Beautiful" 1 underline this view. 

They point to the greatest resouroe of all , the potential of 

human digoity. 

~ ~'(t1muni~Mvoc.~.De~-tJ 

In establishing the background Gf Su e£i .~ therefore, it is 

commun~ 
important to peroeive its community spansorship,~representati~n, 

commLJnit~ 
and exeoutive direotion. It is not a "neea-paternalistio"

" 

eff~rt by the white oommunity to redress grievances direoted t9 

it. Staff members Qf C.A.D. whe oome from I)utside the PQQr 
~ 

community do so .nly upQn the invitJation of Exeoutive Beard. 

" 

It is important, fer the foregoing reasons, to understand the 

relationship ef the University with C.A.D. pri&r to any diSoussionf 

of activities wh~oh led t~ the formatil)n Q~ C.A.D. and prior to 

assessment ot educatiQnal aspeots ot a continuing invelvement. 

linoe its termation !tnly four me»nths agca, C.A.D. has already 

enlisted personnel from the students and staff in the areas of 

architecture, urban planning, law, eommeroe, social work, 

recreation, civil engineering, interi~r design and art. All Qf 



these involvement;s have been n a v I tmt ary and nvitat10nal 

basis. No Qne has be en drafted, nor has anyone apPQ1nted himself 

te membership. Some curiosity seekers have oome and gene but 

these individul~s wh~ compr1se the regular e.A.D. staff have 

g1ven Qf themselves greatly in time and energy and, I believe, 

to.nd themselves engaged in a significant educati&nal experiencer 

•• '1i11 picce. 

The streams af actlvity which led if) the formatien ~~ C.AD. are 

several and interdependent. They need n&t be dwelled upon at length 

Since the fGCUS here 1s upon preblems and process, however they 

m~ be ef some interest. During the first semester of 1969-70, 

feurth year Architectural Design undertook an analysis of the 

envirenment &f N~rthwest Urbana. Analysis was 1ntended to be 
~~~fc1ri\~su • 

fellowed by synthesis~ The research process underscored the 111ogio 

.f bas1ng this act1v1ty 1n the claSSrG8m rather than ~ 1n the 

study area 1tsel.t. Superf10ial Il w1ndahleld surveys" were seen t. 

evade ent1rely the values and attitudes of the residents of th1s 
f'1J~J 

envir@nment.1' The "user" was not represented in any pri&r decumented 

studies of the area. The des41re to locate our class 4ft 't'1i thin the 

community was easily met in terms ot f1nding su1table rental 

prQperty. It was nQt met 1n (jne v1 tal requirement•••••• no one ..el¥ 

had asked us to oome there. Consequently, the study and soluti@n 

formulat1&ns were conducted at the d1stance of the University w1th 

mailto:envir@nment.1
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severe limitatiens in the ability t o roperly asses s t he 

prablem B.nd equal inabilitty t f r mulate long~re~ge 

envirGnmental PQ tenti~ ~~on, user needs and aspirat l ns. 

This circ11unstance, inoidentally, typifies muoh architectural 

B.nd planning process tOdaYf fer resscms that will be discussed 

1&1:21.'~ ~~ to'fHi~. 

In an effort tG elicit eQmmunity resPQnse to these efforts.. 

for the purp~ses of oonoeptual e~aluation, a gr0up of leaders 1n 

the poer oommun1ty~ 1nv1ted tG meet with us one January evening 

in 200 Aroh. The "Jury" sess1Gns that tOQk plaoe that ni ght and 

the r.llewlng nlght were a~beginn1ng" 1n several ways for 

more than several people. The oonoerns expressed were genuine, 

the oriticisms devestat~g, the 1ssues olearly dellneajed. 

The etudeats o0nveyed to this jury the1r sinoerlty 1m attemptlng 

to relatet& a -eoaiai, e ..... soolG-eoen~m1o-envlrGnmenta1 problem, 

despite their laok et aooeptable salui1ons. . The jury also found 

ln these des1gn proposals, env1r9nments wh1eh they had never had 

the opportunity te eJq)er1enoe and whioh weee, t. them, provQoatlve 

and controvers1al. It was deolded to bulld upon the dialogue 

that was begun w1th oourse ~rk tor the seoond semester. 

Enter Mervin M1ller, ~aduate student ln arohlteoture and urban 

plann1ng. Aotually, Mervln had entered many months ear~ln an 

advisGry rGle to the Conoerned Citlzens Commlttee 1n the n~rth end. 

'. 
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As an advlsl!)r to C. C. c.) Mervin. ha.d amp t l y demOtnatrlited his 

concern and personal c mmi t'ment tG its pursui ts . I n this 

process he had earned ~ the trust Cif the black community .Jif'. 
, 

and was relied upon by 1ts leadership for advice in en\rGnm~ntal 

matters. 

The social invention, which a c0mmunity design center is, thus 

had 	 the circums~ances necessary f&r its realization in this 

..ai&eat'ep ~R '.~a c~mmunity. In addition to the technical personnel 

availability and fetcus up9n the project area. the very essential 

element waS the desire by commmnity leadership, represented by 

Jahu Lee Johnson, te channel these and other efferts in the f~rm 

Qf the CQmmunity Advocacy DepQt. Wi til this, C. A. D. had its 

beginning at 118 North First Street, Champaign, IllinoiS, in 

March, 1969. 
., L. 

W\l"rf 

~ 	 C.A.D. began with no funds butAthe greatest Gf aspiratiGIls. In iis 

first few weeks, architectural students labored t. rehab1litate the 

storefront space~knock1ng plaster off a brick wall, painting walls 
" 

and ce1lings, installing a new electrical system, rehang1ng dOGrs . 
I('NNe iMfovt'","*t~ .J . ~ i~~~'+" 

and~becoming acquainted w1th the community which frequentsAnorth, 
F1rst Street. Materials ~ were scrQunged frGm businesses throughout 

\lM ;(j!) $ j ~tl ;Vi~l)o.C$ ... 
the twin c1ties and persenal b1lls were ruh UP t ' ~ By the end of 

April C.A.D. was well into a variety of commun1tyenv1ronmental 

preblems and was two months behind in rent. 

At this point, the Central Il11nois Chapter of the American Inst1tute 

of Architects was approached Qn behalf of C. A. D. HecGgniz1ng the 

responsibility ot: the profession ,to de~ with env1rtanmental prGblems 

in every sector Qf s@c1ety and n~t ~nly that spensored by pay1ng 

- _-_""e ... --:=- 
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olients, the A.I. A. membership v ted t o piok up ~. A. P. ~s 

the Communlty Adv oaoy DepGt m$nt hly rent. Partioipatlon by 

l s cal praotlti6ner s was als. enllsted. The A.I.A. cGnsldered 

thls to be an Oppol" tuni ty fo r t he prof ession t o relate to a 

traditiQnally underservloed population, but, in add1tlQn~Saw 

in the G. A.D. an opportunity tQ lntroduoe an inoreased awareness (Jf 

real parameters ln the eduoati9nal prooess 9t future prQfesslGmals. 

Again, the direotion remained with the oommun1ty leadership. 

«, --I 

Other support has been attained and mGre appears forthooming. 


The existenoe ~t C.A.D. nGW depends n9tupon oommunity sPQnsorship, 


physioal faoility, or financial support, but upon performance. 


~ ( . 

~C Performanoe is required &f the oGmmnn1ty representatlves wh~ 
o.f~ . . 

direot C. A. D. ,,,resid.ents .t the ptlor cGmmuni ty vlhG respond to the 
o.f~

GpPQrtun1tles posed by the C.A.D.,~prGtessional staff who adveoate · 
aT

the · cGmInunitles interest, and ar"centemporary Amerlean society in 

the pr1<l1ri tles which it establishes t0r 1'self. 

HaVing reviewed the baokground wh10h farms the bas1s under whioh 
. . ~~40v~~ of'G.A.O., 
a oQmmun1ty des1gn center must exist,~it 1s appropriate to asstss 

the educat1onalimplloations whioh lt extends. To thasewh$ have 

had experience in prGfessional practice, several potenti8~s will be 

immediately ~pparent. First, the sense Gf relevance which pervades 

this activity is inescapable. Apart from conSiderations of 

service, ~£results fn an intense involvement on the part ot 
'¥'!> .,

the student. InvGl vement ~ersonal relationship is the first 
) " J 
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'Ghresbhllld f a learning experience. Other mean.s may be 

attempted in the classroom, and they need not be dee~t with here, 

but it has be en found to be virtually automatic at C. A. D. 

Students have been able t o comprehend the input s and. constraint s 

()f env,ironmental prcblems by §heir first-hand oonfrQnt atlon. 

They have been able to sensitize t o their own humanity by 

operating in a role which required such sen4itivity f or other s. 

The minimal level upon \111ic11 any student Qperated. included the 

realization that the problem was real and that his performanoe 

't'lould affect that problem in _ a f av rable or unfavorable ~.ra5t. 

Secondly, the f'uJ.l range of' architectural IIdeterminants" have 

become manifest for the student. Many considerations offered 

regularly in classroom oriticism have taken on real signifioance 

in this cQntext. Design, which brings the full range sf conslderatia 

tQgetger in a decision-making process, is real. The attempts at 

·, .cGntent integratiGn 11 which 'SLe ~ have had meager success iC in 

past classrGom experiment~ and appear cou"plicated in plans fer the , 

future, are realized with utter Simplicity in the taoe at 

necessity. In the design "lab", as it exists at C.A.D., criticism 
c:.aIc;t)l-*'otl 0" . 

has involved structural planning, ~sectiGn modulus criteria for 

. eS+im'-s 


framing members~ unit oost'Afar assembly c~mponents, construction 

detaillng,site planning, mechanical and eleotrical provisions, 

fenestration alternatives and prices, flashing, ~uil ding code 

reqire$ents, zoning constraints and appeals, (studenta from C. A.D. 

presented a request for 
~ 

ohange in zoning t o the Urbana Blanning 

Commission' reaul ting in a continuing and enlarged study in 
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C l1cer t with that camm1es1on.), mortgage f i nanc1ng and prer equisite 

incomes, implementation strat egies invQl vmng the federal 

evernment, private sector fin ancing, bi dding procedures, 

information gathering t echnique s , and more. All of these 

subjects have been discussed not to the exclusion gf des1gn but, 

rather, as theYA~ertain to design. As determ1nants, they_ear 

1mp1nge up ED n the v1sual result wh1ch is human *nv1rEmment. 

The fact that many students were not cGnversant or eBper1enced 1n 

these areas previously might suggest that their strength res1deC1 I n 

a visual appreach to design, lomg the hallmark Cif the UIvory Tower". 

This 	did not prove to be the case either, A particular concern 
YA 

of this writer has long been that the separatiGs visual fr~m 
reos,,'is i~ ~ 

functional (in the non-visual sense). eterminants lIi'OSl'lOtlii staetcnbs .. 	 )" 
In-MU'f 

UA8 .:Liga bneliil.:ree aPi t:r~~,,~t" relate the tW(} • In architecture 

they 	are relate~ Such an ambience is needed in the very beginning 

design courses. 

Thirdly, as C.A.D. moves into actual construction ~f projects 

deSigned, the GpP0rtunity is presented to study and compare 

actual behavi~ral responses as opposed tG intended or anticipated 

responses. The rehabilitated C.A.D. storefront has already performed 

as a test ease in this regard. It has been an arena of human activity 

where 	behavior of particiPant~visitQrS and passersby ~ have been 

an area of interest in their own right. Clearly, it has demomstrated 

~	human resPQnse is predicated upon reacti~n to the total environment, 

and 4 not Qnly upon it s physical and visual comp onent. " 

Additionally, a chilo.ren's playgre un d nQr th of Mt. Olive Bapti1st 
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Church, begun and left uncomol eted by M class tt-l y.ears 1'1g0 1 

has been brough t t o f ruiti on by s tudent s f r om O. A. D. Onl y 


l a s t eveni ng, as th i s i s ..... written, a soun d and slide 


. documentation of the park was presented in the park for the 

~~ ,~"i~ \n ~Hb it· 

local community.." The amphitheater W8_S in full use. Other 

immediate '9r() .~ects which will be realized inclucle the rehabi11 tati6h 
. 

of single family residences and the construction of new single 

family residences under the Department of HGusing and Urban 
~~. 

Development's program, FHA 2351. Involvement has~been attained 

in va.riQus stages (3f FHA 236 multi-family housing, as well. 

The Research Board ~f the University of Illinois has acted 

favorably in response to a request for research support far the 

1970-71 aca.demic year;. at the Communi tyAdvocacy Depot. This 

support will include the funding Qf two graduate assistantships 

to be assigned to C. A. D. One (fJf these aSSistantships will be C~.O,
.-t ~ . ' 

a'llarded til Lee Turner wha has been deSignated as Director".... .fc;"wt'. 
. 'tit, ;s ~ {'t\\f. ~\o't\ itS ~i'ln' , 

.rsl1\Ctt ~ II graduate student in archi tecture, who also is black, It presages 

a long overdue partiCipation by the black com~nity, D~t only 

as clientele but as professionalS. Through a training and 

vocational counselling pr~gram te be conducted by C.A.D. I itli 

i .s hoped that further progress can be made in this area. 

V\~S 
As a community organization which ail! ~ oriented to community problems, 

~84- ~ 
C. A. D. activi ty +eo not A tilled to a University or any other calendar. 

- 1\ " 

Work did not stop for the student strike of Spring, 1970, nGr ,did 

it st<3P during finals week, and it con tlnues thrQugh the summer 
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~ 
i rre"'OtSctive Qf" SumrnerSoh!!)ol calendar . Perhaps some measur e 

o f the value Gf this acttv i t y t students can be dtri ved from 

t h e f a "l2t tha t their inv0lvement ha s r:e rsi st ed t hrough each Gf 

afo r e ment i oned diversions. l'f'here ver possibl e , it ~i~ded t@ 

relate C. A. D. activity to academic ar ea s 1.rhere overlapp ing 

content is p erceived and l\There, in fa.ct, the exp erience l'lith this 

cont ent at C. A. D. ~ effezs the 6"i'eaterf... educational 

ac1van tags. As in the spring semester of L969-70 J students 

involved at C.A.D. receive academic cre cat f a> r this ~ study. 

Among the alreacly accomplishec~ a.otivi ties has been the revi e~1 C)f 

p r op o sals f e r the Bradley Park Apartment s , 116 units of housing 

for moderate income families under FHA 236 as sp onsored by the Wi tlc 

Northend Progressive DevelGpment C0rporation and Interfaith. 

Additionally, ~ C.A.D. has represented the c~mmunities interest 

in the review of Turnkey I p roposals for the development Qf 120
JEt: n...s also VeVt€w-eL 

uni ts Qf ~ublic HQuf!cing by sellJen devel(\)pers. 9 9 Nels .._ 1M" 

single family housing by variQus developers under the FHA 235 
s+utAittt. 

program. Each of these prtijects has been P~Wifj'hed in the light 

of the needs of ~.e. those families that will occupy them. 

The results have been made available to the financing agencies 

and sponsors inv~lved. 

Plans f~r continuin~ C.A.D. activity include making proposals 

relating to the design of l(1)\4r-oost housing uni ts utiliz.ing 

factory produced components, Al s o , work 1s be ginning on the 

n r enara.t i on of a comprehensl ve plan, (phys1ual, social .9.nd 
~mle+ 
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economic), for the nor t her n sec t i n of Champal gn-Urbana. 

C. A.D., in conjunction wi th f acilities and expertise from t he 

Department of Civil Engineering at the University of I ll inoi s, 

will prodmce a PERT network snalysis for the construction of 

a community shopping center. G.A.D. has advised and will 

continue to advise tenants of houa.ing Droj,ects on the fermation 

of groups for self-help. AmGng forthcoming proJects are 

prepQsals tor needed urban recreation centers and local parks. 

And the list could g0 ~n and ~n. 

D.A.D. is flexible and open-ended as it must be in Grder to 
-to inCQ(fOf~~ ,,"nol#.)I~Q. crf ii~ 

respond to changing cenditi~ns andAevGlving expertise. 

This dGcumentation Gnly serves to rec~rd a m~ment and ~ te 

suggest the promise of the future. It seems appropriate that 

the Department of Architecture alaa continue its flexible and 

epen-ended PQsture in order that it is able t~ respend t@ 

c~mparable opportunities in teaching, research and servise 

as they emerge. 


