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Higher wages elude 

area's working poor 
amid low jobless rate 
By ALDEN LOURY 
News-Gazette Staff Writer 

CIIA"fPAlt;N With its Ijilfowing 
property tox ho!'>c, low unemployment 
rate Ilnd thn\'in~ rcl.:ul communlt)". 
Champaign Count}' appears to be enJoy 
ing economic bil~s 

Bul a significant :-.egmenl of Cham
paign Count) IS not J pari of the area's 
economic success .. lory 

"any Champaign County re sident s 
Jt\.t' m pover!} And accordmg to state 
ro \C·rt ~ figures and Project IS's 199-
CommunllY Report Card , thmgs are get
tmg ,~ or~c 

Accordmg 10 19Q() census data . 3,130 
or 8 percent of Champaign County fam 
IlieS were below the federal poverty le\'· 
el There were 264.413 or 9 percent of 
IlhnOls famihes below the federal 
po\'erty hne durmg the 1990 census_ 

Whtle there is no more recent poverty 
data aval\ablc al the county level. 
n8\\onal and ,.\8U: c.nud l'overt 1evet 
ha\"{' mcreD~ed by nearly 5 percent. 
according 10 Ihe Repon Card 
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"It's hard (or me (0 und~1'5land on the 
face of it," said Unlvcrslt)' of illinoi s 
l'COnOmlsl Elizabeth Powers about th~ 
perception that poverty is rislOg in the 
county 

"If thiS IS accurate. It'S a bit strange." 

Community activi s t John Lee Johnson, an advoc ate for the 
poor, poses in his office at the Champaign County Health Care 
Consumers office, He was there last week , 'I think It'S the fact 

that those few among us who have been able to enjoy the ben
efits of economic growth have forgotten about those who 
are poor,' he said , 

<;he added higher wages and benefits, 
Poverty rates arc pretty strongly lied "We have a lot of families and parents 

t~ Jobs, Powers $ald And historically, who are working minimum wage Jobs 
Champaign Count}' has had one of the who are unable to support their families 
lowest unemployment rates 10 the state, (adequately)," Stuyvesant added 
Prehnllnary October fagures show the A 1996 survey of more than 1,250 
county'" Joble!."! rate at 2 3 percent Champaign County employers conduct-

Some, however, su~gest n's not the cd by the Illinois Department of 
number of Jobs but the klOd of Jobs that Employment Security a lso shows that 
has contnbuted to the county's level of the most-worked manufacturing, ser
poverty Vice, finance, msurance, .. cal estate and 

" In Ihl5 commuOi ty we do have high tradc industry Jobs pay low wages 
emplo\ ment but much of that 15 in low· The survey Indicates that 12 of the 16 
wage l'mploymcnt ," said Ron job catcgon es With 10001' more employ, 
~tu)'vc ant. regional executive director ees in the count y paid less thon $7 nn 
of tht Children's Home & Aid SOCiety of hour, 

and job search assistance are preparing 
to launch the workforce Preparation 
Center 10 January, Parsons said, 

Parsons said the center will focus on 
helping the unemployed or low-wage· 
earners use the $5- to $6-an-hou .. Jobs to 
build a strong employment history and 
job skills needed to advance. 

Auterson said a number of local 
employers have jobs waltmg for Ihot 
group once they develop more skills_ 

"We hear this just about every (VISIt) 
we make," AUterson said_ "If they coul<J 

Just get folks that have the necessary 
skllls_ " 

Parsons slud another group mcluding 
Universlt)' of IllinOiS and local govern
ment and community OfflClills is work
ing to help those IOtere:-ted in start 109 
their own businesse:; get !>tarted 

The Cit}' of Champaign recently 
approved the u"e of nearly. 1.6 mlihon 
to help re\'lve the city's traditionally 
black busmess dl"tnct along North Flr<;t 
Street 

i\ute .. son <'llso smd the arn\'3.1 of nt'\\' 

Champaign County wage survey 
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The report card ca~ po err)'" the
most wldeJy u~J mdJc.atoro( child we 
bemg·· Children hung m pellC'Tty arC' 
more JlkeJ} (0 die .:funng ~biJdtrood 
score lOwer on ,st.a.adardaC'd Ie ts. dr 
out of chooJ, M\ e cbildn'.a out 01 WC'd 
lock. eXpi:n~nce \ Illent enrne and nld 
up a<; adults bvrng tn po\erry ~ rrport 
card says 

"ThaI doe n'( m~aD tha re pie 
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there's Ju~t too hJgb oIJ( c rn-lau 
between those .:onJIUons n polOt!: 

(y," said Jt:'ann~ Gerru:tt 4irectOl' 01 
Project I ~ 

The report card al 0 sa~ s ,~t tbe 
slow growth m \qg~<; and the growth lD 
the prQPortlon of cbtldrt:n linng lD "": 
glc-parent famlbes necounl ror much of 
the lIICl"ecl$e o( dtildren hVUlg m po\ er 
ty 1fi n=cent r" r~ 

lIllnot'" With those kinds of wages, Tracy Pllr-
AccordmH. to preluUloary October sons, president of the Urban League of 

1997 data from the IIhnoi5 Department Champaign County, suid it is extremely 
of l::.mployment Secuflty, wage ·enrners difficult to move poor people to higher 

The 1996 Occupational Wage SlHVt..'Y, conducted by the 
III1nol5 Depanl'flent of Employment SeCUrity, show~ that 
the most.wor\o;cd manufacturing, service, finAnce, InsUl 
ance, real este'tc and trade Industry JobS In Champcllgn 

County pel), low wages. 

10 Champall{n (elUnty earn about $2 dol mcome levels . 
IiiI' leu an hour than other workers m "That's why our poverty numbers arc 
the tate and nalion h not mate 1118 the growlh of our commu· 

Tht: nallemal uvt:r3Ke 15 $1329 nn OIty," Parsons said, 
hlmr 1 he tatc average 1& $13A9 an "We as u community huvc 10 do ... bet , 
huur In t'hampalM,n CountY,the average tel' Job of IIlrengthenlnK the Rkills of the 
houri) waRe \.,t140 lower end of the poverty spectrum 1'\0 

Oan I Auler on,c1udexccutlveoff!- that they can rcnuwc themlicl vt'16 {HI 

eer fir the:- (;r~ah'r ChalOpUIM,n·Urhunii much 81\ P081\lhle Crom (thOI) poverty 
Econ',mlc f'anm:r hiP, ani Ihe IllSjOrl' ~UIIU8." Parson'! !laid 
ty IIf the I,;()Unly'. work rmee III m II M:r A number of inltl8livcs workln. 10 
Vlc;:e ba loS capacity hi.' I dd reven_e tel ue uf povl'rty ure alrcndy 

n a Ihon, AUlers-m Uld the county undrr way throuKh Joh lnunl11H, entre 
~ct:r:~a!~~:I:t!~~)'~~~~ty'rO~~:!.~~h prencunhlp nnd govrrnmcnt 8CIII)II 

___________________ '_'evcral grnUI)!1 that oCfel' job tralOlllg 

OCCupatlona~ 
category 

CAshier tali) 
Cleaner, h(nJsc~f>t'pln8 
Clertc., prOdUCtIon 
Clerk, ~It's 
Clerk, shll'lPll'I(1r elvll'C 
COOk, fast rOOd ftC 
\)fIVer 

Work.,. A~' M edian 
In waj!Ce I.apondln_ hoully 
aUI"ey to aUI"ey waCa 

341 29 $525 
129 13 $633 
203 6 $ 11 00 
199 11 $525 
120 I. S153 
123 11 $561 
153 9 .500 

Entry 
hourly .... 

$513 
.. I 7~ 
$52S 
S513 
Sl, 13 
$475 , 

The survey IndIcates that 12 of the 16 Job . 
with 100 or more employees paId less t '11 

tegOOf' 
an Iloo 

Fast food wOfher 445 12 
H lper. kitchen 11~ 19 
ManagE'r. department 2!>5 
NurSfl ald~ 4H 9 
Sales rep. len mrchndse ~. 18 
Sait"$pPrson, r€'lolll 104 12 
Serret .. .,. 1241 r 
Tellt"'- 224 6 
\\dlll'f ¥.atIlCSS 212 14 

.S 
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$l~ C .. 
56.. -5 
'$4..1S .5 
S tI6 
S 4 
$155 

·155 
S5.00 
U54 
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nson 
By J. PHILI P BLOOM ER 
Ne_-GlU'lIlte 5brtf Writer 

CHAMPAIGN - John Lee 
J ohnson is doing work fo r [he 
dry once again. 

The former city council mem
be r and one of the City'S most 
dependable crit ics is about to 
tllke II lead r ole in the long
planned effort to redevelop 
North First St reet. 

J ohnson, who al so lives on 
North First St re et, works in 
housing advocacy for the Ilhnois 
Center for Ci tizen lnvolvement. 

The city is hiring the agency, 
and Johnson in particular, unde r 
a $5,000 contrac t a s project fa. 
cihtator for the North First redc. 
veiopment, accord ing to doc u. 
ment..: going to the city co uncil 
Tuesday. 
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Johnson will be teamed with 
Champl)lgn re Sidents Dennls 
M cConaha and William Cork 
The laner pillr are being hired 
under an approxunately $20,000 
contract for project coordination 
tasks. 

McConaha is a consultant who 
has extensive experience In re
development efforts locally, 
elsewhere in Illin ois, In South 
Carolina and in Britain. As a 
team, McConaha and Cork also 
conduct military base reu se 
srudies for the Army's Construc
t ion Engineering Research LRbo
ratory . 

City planner I vy LeWI S said 
McConaha and Cork are being 
r elied on for the rechnicaJ exper
ti s e in forming r ehabilitation 
piMs for properties and organil-

~ = • • -:-;. . 
• 

ing fUllUlCing 
John.son has re 'Sponslbility for 

forming a busuH:ss organization 
Bmong existUlg and prospective 
businesses, putting together 
plans for security, rtppt:arance 
Ilnd marketing . 

.\1cConahn said Cork fLTst ob· 
served the notice in Ihe newspa~ 
per about the proJect, "and 
thought we'd be a good match" 

McConaha grew up in Cham
paign and is familiar with the 
hl.Story of [he black-owned busi· 
ness district. 

He was with Control Data 1Il 

the early 1980s helping spear
head incubation effons for small 
businesses. 

"The comb Illation of Cork and 
myself and John Lee, and of 
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course the city plannlng or!:a..·u· 
union, fUlaIlcial IIlStitUtlOru and 
small buslness resources we're 
faml.l!ar Wltn car. ail ccntr:~",:e 
to thl: success of this proJec'" 
~tcConaha 5a1d 

"I m conflJc=nt of he po:ent~ 
for sUCcess .~ he adqed ·'It ~ an 
amblflous proJect, bl;! one It:. 

dU'e need of taking place .. 
CHY staff members Mve been 

working with bUSinesses and 
property owners in the area for 
the past year 

There are :r prim.!uily COr:J.

mercial properties in the ~orth 
First Strt"t![ planning area. BC

corJing [I,) a report from city 
Planning Director Bruce Knight. 
Ten are vacant lots, and three 
contain vacant buildings, 

The average buildlllg in the aT· 
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3 hired to head Fi Street red 
By J. PH.up BLOOMER volvcd In milltat')' but;. reusc 
..... 0 tt. It , Wit'· studlc.s and havc cKpCriencc. in 

CHAMPAICN - Tbc First small buslncss dcvclopmcot 
Strcct redevclopment project projcctJ around the country. 
bas Boltcn lome rlDainl en· Council member Jcrry 
donemenu from city orriclal..s. Sehwelgharc d idn't have any 
even thougb one '14'0 on the bol· problems wltb tbem, but be 
low side. questioned wbat Johnson's qUIll. 

• 

Two veteran economic devcl · fiulians were to lead the proJ· 
apment consullanu were hired eel. That information was not 
to coordlMte a plan ror a p~ provided council members, be 
lIc1prlvate reinvestment In the said, as It is (or other positions 
tradltJonally bl.ck-owned bus' · they are required to aCI on. 
ness dbtrlct.. J ohnson b asslltlnlJ McConaha 

Consultants Dennis MCConaha and Cork mlll.nly by belplng or· 
and WUllam Cork were bircd &.5 aaniu area busloess and proper· 
project ' coord.lnaton, with com· ty owacn. A longtlme bouaina 
munlty aettvU:t John Let J ohn· advocate, Jolmson aald be would 
son or the lUinoiJ Center for CII' hive prererred to have been in 
ben Involvement blred a. \ the lcad role, and u it la, be was 
tactutalor. uked by dty o t(lctala to partld. 

. McConaba aDd Cork. are' ln. pate in the project bec.ause or 

-0 - • -. 

. _. - - ---

bi.s exp€rienc.e witH these ;"1"e3. 
... flCCOgn.j.u tbb is my home, 

and this is the last place I'd be 
con31dered aD expel'1 on any· 
thinB," saJd Johnson, • (lequenl 
critic of the COW'lcil, "But let me 
auUl"e you. 1 have a heclruva lot 
of e%pUience i.n this area over 
the lasl 30 yean." 

The DUnois Center lor Citizc n 
Involvement will be paid around 
$5,000 lor Johnson's wont, 3Dd 
the others arc: Wlder contract tor 
about $10,000. Their respotw"bU· 
Itles consist af helping bLUiness 
ownen make bwinc.u and reha· 
bilitation plans and arrangina n· 
nanclng , The project is ~to be 
done by OCL 1. 

Council members were far the 
mOJt pan optimutic about the 
plan. The city bas set aside 

... _ _ ..... ,.... 3'V u..::g ees 

velopment 
$150,000 f« Mn fiscal r ear t.~ 
.antiapallon of l.a..'"ld ~, 
a nd 4cmobtlo'D COlU Y -o re LS 
<1vailabJe {-rom adler "",UCI' s 

"I'm tooklng f.o.r.t'ard to JOdt'I 
lee bes . on u.s (rco the ID

sldc in.stead of the ouUltie:. ~ WId 
coun.c.tl Clember M.art7 Soll&. 

Plulhp RD ... -ell. a oounc.a1 ca nd,. 
date ill the last eJ,... J 100 And a 
.eo.mmuniry acnvut tn ~ 0..-0 

rigbt. Ul'J.ed the ('t)1mcil to ~ 
tram from makIng F'in1: Street • 
""poUtical tootball." 

-rbcre', .a lot 01 und.ercu:rrea.t 
• o ( d iSQJSSIGn aboul rhu.- Rowell 

J.&td. "'Many look:o orth FU"St 
Sneel as a beacon TlW IJ not .. 
social :service.s proJCCt or a poUt 
teal endeavor but an ecooom": 
development proj ect ahn.ed at 
roatuina small busU\f''' -

, 
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darKO at t~ If~h TWf"/vt Glh. 108 N F'nt SI. ChompclIgn. Wt!dnesday afternoon . 

('Ir tJommlntl) 
n ar of North 

d d,rr r nt 

$10 million ~Ion al Ihe llC".d.r 
tty police tlon r ,'t' the twlks a 

In Irtultilln 

~-"~I .. d.~ ...... 
(, hne of prot on. 
~ •• h w on r IhC'n Ihat banks 

With II lack of "disposable 
wCdlth," accordmg to Johnson 
the l,;ORlmuml around .'lr ; 
~I rc('t need (he cit),," rmanc.:L;11 

o'llllr , m re ") d 'ItIW\lh n.,,· p-.=n:q'tlon 
I I th 108ft.! In olv r k Ihw\ 11 
hu Itl do lh rim Bruno IJ. 
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d .hat 
loans 

l unell m mh r J rr 
h iI'W1 aJll-d Ih a COmmon 

b.a pr8Cti\. 

don t ha\:c tbe money 10 
Ibe bolDk won I mak 

n fb y have lutdelln 
and loans Ilgh ... 'hose t'O.'gU 
I n Th rr 15 hothin racial 
a!>out I~ Sch.. hart d 

John on d h b Ikvc th 

• Ith W ... '" .\.~ .. i 

onn d 

,.;tlh lhe bldt'k () n d 
IJI'I t)r t SIr t" John-

E n with Ih pnli lat on 
n rbY.lhe ban "auld not&grcc 
to make Ihe loan): until the- cHy 
lcppcd In •• ~cording 10 Johnson 
-Bank. Ilay. IY from Tlsk) 

hnturc • Uruno sail.! "That'!:o 
why the cur help C4Il be so 1m. 

portant no) Pro\ild the comfon 
I eI t t mabl banb 10 make 
II,"", 

"'It' rLsky h), til • mall bu ... 
ness The failure rale 15 hleh .. 
Schwetghnrl .11\.1 That Is h'Y 
banks can be reluctant to give 
loan to 8 "depr ed- commUni 
Iy, hl: added - they lire erraul 
they won't be pAId back 10 rull 

Al10lhcr f r about the proJcct, 
al; ordmg to Sc..:hweJ 'han LS that 
"we (Ule city) ruck our ~C(;k oui 
too far" 

mort Flnt Sb u:t on b 

-

First Street next in line for renovation 

First Street from 1 

lie SaId H was a bad Idea 10 not put the bUSI
ness' own money in He added that he rears 
the loans will not make the bustnesses take 
responsibility bt.'Cause the terms are advanta
geous to the bus mess owners, 

"If bUSiness went bad, thcy could easily 
walk away," Schweighart SaId. 

Bruno agreed that Schwclghart's fears 
might materialize but the city nceds to take 
up a venture such as this project 

"It's a risk that the city needs to bear. 10 
help create a viable economic district in such 
a high profile location" 

Even with the cuy and banks learned up 
with the loans, the city caMot fund aU the pc>
tentia! rebuilding projects on Its own. 

There is only a hmlled number of tax dol
lars avrulable from the city, John..,c;on saId. 

"(The rebuilding) of low-lflcome neighbor
hoods ofChampalgnnnd Urbana conno. be ful
hUed only through local tax dollars The local 
bank must be wilhng to risk m..-estmcnts and 
support thc~c neighborhooch:' Johnson 5al1l 

Schwelghart fears the to'le Imer.' IT' ... 

"put the city at ruk and I don't think we can 
pUI evef)one III busmess, (but the Ciry had to 
talc:e a chance. - He saId the 'oao , -.odd DOl be 
made Without the OIY-S backlOg 

"What the banks had .as an o\erndmc 
protection of their loans throuib tbe grants 
thai were gl"'en by the Clty for each bUSIneSS 
10 the area." Johnson $.1.Id 

According £0 Johnson. the reason the com
muruty hasn't gotten the Loans earller 15 be
cause the black busUlels owners "may need 
techrucal help to do that It's no wffermt than 
white busmess people who ha .. 'e attorneys. 
arcrutects, engl1leers and de"'elopers to put 
their mone)" to use" He said he reels tbe 
black commuDlty to Cbampalgn lacks tlus 

kind of support 
SCh ..... eighart. Bruno and Johnson agreed 

the f1Tst project of rebwldmg the Lone Star 
Lodge should generate more bustne'5ses 
wanl1ng to take part tn the loans and reo 
buddlOg 

'"That faci thalli has bJ.sloncaily sen.ed a 
mtnonl)' population is Just utra reason 10 
support llis busmess Wstnct.- Smoo 'WlJ. 
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"Through the Years is a rich visual tapestl'Y exploring 
the contributions of African Americans to Chanlpaign 
County's business, religion, and the arts." 

he extub'1 Through the Ye,-us Ah jcan 
American Hlslory Comes Home opene,i un 
Odober 24 1996 WIth a panel dIScussIon by 
ChampaIgn CoWlry AinCo:Ul-AmerlCtU1 HIstory 
C U11L.1ee members Came Banks NCite [Axon 
Drs HO~"1ns, Cheryl Kennedy ESI€' Ie 
Mmllie j and Charwne Nesbit! Ro and Brovm 
erved as moderatOr and Dianne M 

Pmdprn:.J.Jhe.<:; Dlredor of N.rc -AmencdI1 Stud-
oave the ~'Rlcorrung rema! - The exh1bn 

.... :t.S on dlspJay a.t the Afro-Amencan SlUclJes and 
R~ arch Program from OClober 24 through 

mbeI20 1996 Dunng that tune approxI
matel)' SOC people mdudmo students from area 

hools :.J.ch as Rantoul ~d Uruversny HIOh 
""\\led Ihe exhlbll The exhlbu Wa.!, dL made 

avaJ.lab 10 area schools and publlc IJ1StJrunons 
upon !.hcoll ;eque8 Booked wellmlo 1998 the 
exlubu ,'idS d!spl~,-ed allbe ChampaIgn Pubuc 
Ub""" january 1997 Parkland College, Feb
ruary Yankee fudge School. Urbana Man:h 
M"Y Douglass Branch Annexo ChampaIgn Au 
:jUS1 Urbana Hlgh School Seplember . OdD
OC ""'''MIa! Hlgh School ChampaIgn No
~r january 1998 Urbana ~hddle School 
e ru1JV 98 and SI joseph Grade School 

51 j po lllmo.s. March 1998 
lil.I" exlub.1 ~nslSted of poster-slZed panels 
=I~g photos newspaper articles quotes 
m""nts su hlstones and other hlstoncal docu· 

as recetpl3 leners grad "l"ams and census uauon pro-
"J ,..", supp records In addJuon. loca! 

f:menu~ the panels 
ran 'I as barber and '.'11th memo-

tu .:hooI veartxx:. hau- lyiJsl eqwp. 
""':1 t ptl1.hiur J andpersonalnerns 

Seve I comb lace and "'hUla 
Ih~mes addr~ssed Ch 

Y mp x ..story ampalgn 

~~rJy Families (1850. 1970) 
"\IT IT' !)To' _ I l1.m~ 

I frum ber-
, p Ul1dtuy Ar,ansas 

.... t.1tsSOUJ IndJdn 
""'I\) MOSl:am. ' M= 

111 Cham III Iem;h f lObs 
i'l .'11th = r..ounty met fouryj 

,... nlral R< lir( ad 

Sh0pS thp.Bllr III R-nI' di 
Clevel<md 'UlClIU1rltl 11K! ~lll I I 
versIfY )[ !llUIOI ThE ldlh( .j<! 

11 11l( 
I, J( i I 

the w1.<;klllej lib ~r cdteq lit ,in i Ii 

Religion (1863- 1970) 
ThE n m."'1!lltl n ;VI 

could wn v.'ele hU1Ch( 
vered In l!Qaru:-mg 
and bulidmg lbem 11 
IS not unusudl then 
that Afnei'm AmeIl
,an churche .. unjf'I

took an ar:uve i€oad
ershlp and 
mamtenance 
role m the p 
hueal ero 
nornlca] ~o 

cia] and cui· 
tural live of 
the cornmu 
ruly Allbough 
religIon gave 
many Afncan 
Americans 
solace, It often 
prOVided 
them Vl1th the 
abIlity to 

nAn 
mill 

charmeJ an lIlfler strength mto 
aCtlon Churches were the 
1 

cen~ 

er of a commwuly° In s acuvmes 
r addIuon 10 prOVIdIng a place 
or worship, 11 PTOV!.ded a place 
for meetmg:; soctals, and often 
s~rved dS a sch I Th 
churoh U 00 e oidesl 

m rbana-Ch 
IS Bethel Af ampalgn 
E n can Methodist 

PlSCopa! Church founded 
1863 Salem Bapust Ch 111 
was I urch 
, • • 0. ound~d 111 1867 and SI 
"",e Chr 
c0pdl VI tsUdl1 MethodIst EplS

a: org,tnlzed LI1 1909 

, , 

, 

1 

.. - .... 

Mlllt.try (J 1QO- J ?70) 

, 

Buslnol!sses 
11900-1970, 

, 

1. ,V~lh~rua1 Banh L."'d gra.a:dso 
Frank E &n.b: NTJr IgZIls; Z •• 
SI~l1~ & 1iL'tU Bdw fUni11. a.~ 
l,-R Edward. £st.er E.±w & Dons. c. 
J916. 3" Qampa1gtl-Urn.n.. Fru.r:: 
St.r D.t~ unknown • Soc ~ 
Orgaruuoon. ~r Club. C~ 1 -
5 , UlUC Stud~nts 1910. ~d ~ 
.standu!g. /elf Sld~ c.un. A.:Jcy LH '-_ 
~th~/A.\(£O!wdl.Jbc.."Khd:.." J n 
1. Us. .... ,)'ry &lnd a-.nl. b 7 • I't:-. r 
/rom Id. C«:iJ lbnfstewue .. - a. 1\M 
8rtdyb. 'l'r r.<.)9SQs,; t . 
hmi1r: G..wyr ' 1-S«Oltd lrom 1d. 
SHIN 188 10. CKll D. -, " .. bl:oII, s:r. 
\nn. 1 L A.. ... 5Mbersbop .... PM)\: d 
til Jgz(k IZ nt. F7:uf:w.CII r Cd & 
17t.odOiW'CnwWd'~ C~ ~ 

Community Jlctl-ru.m (/9JO.U7 

Edaeabon (1110-1970 
• 

-- .... ~ -,,..., 
---

Arts and E1Jterta ,nm~nl (ll6f-) .; 
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fmeraJ a '\ .. n:1e' trate ... nal dIld OClal orqamza 
nons ' ~en fcll:;ed fundm9 i(\f conunurury h~ ;lith 
.md edur .. n "'nai nee<b Such ~}fgdl1l.:aHons pn 
v: led :." ~t: ~hlp' f r stUdents to attend 
legf> an j :manClol sup r tor th operau("In of 
eLI rre eIS .nd health dllllCS Orgamza· 

lor ~ at! n Ul I "TTl nt n thf' 

moill Jm.kJjjsup rtf rtheChampalgn 
C' untv Afncan-Am_n Hu ("I "V Comrruttee 
:nd the Afi Arr.:1o '" Sn.CJ€:. md Researr.h 

PI<.;rr.:m pr ·,. .. a. UlStr..m1f!ntal m ~upportmg 
"J1"u1 .. -h the Ye:.IS The foUO\'."mg are graclously 

thank 

• Bus .... Bank 
• SU!i~· mer Travel 
• Carle foundan n 
• H nzon Book:! or 
• Illi;- 13 Prv:er 
• 'erry IGA 
• &.31 C -enn Illmo-. 

Chap' f J,.oI.,lK: in" 
• >.IId·An;. ,~::_ 

• ' 1€ T'arm Insurance 
• Tunpc R; uram 
· l'rbon, fu: ..brary 

• J!")c" I-JIirnJIe A len 

OffIce 

• The Champ31gn 
~ lunty Park DlStrlct 

• The Earty Amencan 
Museum 

• ChampaJgn-Urbana 
VL!:i.tllIS Bureau and 
Partnerslup llimOlS 

lndIilduals arc- too numer
"51 bul speaal 

fee ~ n should go 10 

• C1I"!c1 Bloom AASRP 
• UlIl1a Duke and 
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• M~ Mary Alexander CCITmuruty 
• Mr. ~3rne Banks. Commuruty 
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• M, Kathryn Humphrey. Commuruty 
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• Mr HallIe LeNolr-Pnc.· Parkland College · l'IUC Atn ~;.. 
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Program 
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• Mr!; Estelle Merrifield, Commuruty 
• Mrs Dorothy Moreland, Commumty 
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OFF-UMrTS FOR HORSES 
• 

• Shawnee forest ban covers sensitive areas 8-2 

SiUDENT ACHIEVEMENT MAlTERS 
• 

• Parade. events bemg held Saturday 

Northern strip's 
projects could 
begin this month 
By ALDEN LOURY 
News Gezette Stal't Writer 

CHAMPAlGN - There rosy 
finally be light at the end of the 
tllonel leading to a redeveloped 
North First Street. 

It has taken more than three 
years, but the first sign of con
struction could come next 
week That's when city officials 
say buildIDg permits could be 
submitted for two projects 
along the underdeveloped 
stretch of First Street just 
north of University Avenue. 

, 
• 

• • 

, 
• 

• 

And a third project is in the 208 N. First St. 
making, officials said. The lodge wants to demolish. 

"'We're hoping for a ground- the existing two-story building 
breaking within the next couple to make way for a new 6,000-
of weeks. I'm sure it'll be in square-foot building that would 
September," said city planner also occupy two vacant lots to 
Karen Stonehouse. the north.. 

She said the Rose & Taylor The city is providing the 
Barber Shop and Beauty Parlor, lodge with a $296,000 loan. 
on Monday. could close on. a Lodge members are also con
$255,000 project to build a new tributing nearly $135,000 in 
building at 124 N . First SI. The sweat equity, Johnson said. 
city is contnbuting a $107,000 The city first" adopted the 
grant toward the work.. North First Street Redevelop-

John Lee Johnson of the llli- ment Plan in April 1996. The 
Dais Center for Citizen Involve- plan is an attempt to revive the 
ment, hired by tbe city to help 100, · 200 and 300 blocks of 
move projects forward. said the NorthFiIst Street,. at one time a 

• 
Lone Star Lodge 18 could also .busy COIIidor-' of black-owned 
cloSe on a more than $550,000 ., businesses. . 'c ~.' 
projectto rebuild its building at Under. the' plan, the city can 

• • , . -, , , , 
• 
• • 

• 

'. 

I , '1/ 

• 

provide up to $1$0,000 in grants 
fOJ' eligible work~' However. 
those seeking help mllst have a 
viable business pm and must 
secure financial backing from 
local lender:L 

The p~ an was passed amid 
much fanfare. but progress has 
bc..-en slow, largely due to city 
staff shortages. The city has 
since added an additional stafr 
person to work exclusively on 
North Fll"st Street:projects and. 
others in areas targeted for re-
development. t. 

But Stonehouse said construc
tion should... have a domino cf-. ., 
feet on the- remlllnder of the 

-n'd ,. COUI 0[""_ .•• 

M{ thjnk£ fio811 
dust fiying-iit ilia 

, . 
, 

-

i · ' 

--
N"e))js.fVa~ 

• Fnda/ 
~Plember 17. 19"~ 

will be big," she said The police station, tc'<w eci di
n: .. t1yopposite the NOIth F"usc 
So cet businesses,. is in its fin"t 
stages or WaLL Co:nsu lImon of 
new sidevi'lIIks and other i.:c.-

Johnson said construction of 
a third project could begin in 
early 2000. He said the Jackson 
family plans to reapen its once 
popular restaurr.nt in the 100 
block of :-Iorth F ust StreeL gm = year-. 

Stonehouse sai d a handful of ~clw:ied in the sueerse:ape 
others have talked about" possi- P ect Pi S ._ 1UJ cu.e: uS( neet uIQ I 

bly opening various businesses Green to Washington !iueers;
there. The city bas hit ed a fu w u niversity Avenue from t!Je U
ta help acq uire unused build- Iiams Central RaITrnttd tr" .. i 5 to
ings that could bouse those Wright SOcet; and p01Uons of 
businesses. . neazby Chester Sueet. 

The effort cou.'d also gain IllO- Despite the del.!:r. Johnson 
mentum once the police station belie .. es the cHOil can still p:Iv

expansion is coIII?lete: and when duce what many eu ... i:rianed it 
the city beginc:: "sueet:s.-aping'" would hack in 1990.:.E 
improvements along North · "This is going to be-one of the 
First Street similar to those- key mal i .arMS in. our city .. '" he 

. seen downtown... ~ - said "'ic--- • ~. - .,. 
• 

piece of bronze shot.. 
through. his hea~- said 
Mickey P.roke .of 
Michlgall -

The w"; ill Europe had 

- -• 

• 

- -

• 

-
I 
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"The building itself doesn't hold a lot of memories, but the atmosphere does." 
_ Phillip Edwards, a customer at Rose & Taylor Barber Shop, which opens at a new loea Ion orJa/ 
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Joe Taylor, left, shaves Simon Hill's head at the Rose and 
Taylor Barber Shop at 204 N. First St., C, on Friday. At the next 

chair is CO-Qwner Lum Rose. The tv.o barbers are ha\ ng a 
grand opening today for a new shop at 124 First S: 

• 

By TOKUMBO BODUNDE 
New...oazstte Staff Writer 

CHAMPAIGN - There's no place like 
Rose and Taylor Barber Shop, which has 
been like home to many of its customers 
for decades. 

So even thou gh it' s moving, there 
aren't many long faces among waiting 
cus tomers. They know that th e s hop 
won't really change - Just its loca tion. 

Barbershop co-owners Lum Rose a nd 
Joe Ta ylor head the 40-year-old business 
at 204 N. First St., C. The two, who have 
been cutting hair together for 23 yeurs, 
wlii celebrate the grand opening of Ihei r 
new shop at 124 N. First St., C, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. today. 

• -- , 

ersma move 
Fellow barber s, loca l leaders, city 

planner s, and faithful customers plan on 
attending. 

The new shop Is part of Champaign's 
North First Street Redevelopment Plan, 
adopted in 1996 to revive an area that 
hi storically has been home to several 
black-owned bus inesses. Construction 
also began recently on the Lone Star 
Masonic Lodge 18 to be located at 208 N. 
First St. 

"You don't sec too many black husi
nesses in humpni gn." Taylor said. 
"Thi s is an oPPol'lunity 10 have II ni ce, 
upduted business." 

"I kinda hllve mixed ' Illot lons," Rose 
said. "The IItlllosphcrc' s ulwnys bl'C!l 

good. (But) tht! new place "II h \" 
more room." The shop w,lI als" h3\" " 
snack bar and a beauty alon 

"You can see where e\'ery one 's ..1 '111 ' 
this," sald Rochelle McFarlan..1, pumn' 
her hands to her eyes to ,Ilustrate r 
pie peenng in the W1l1..1"" 

IcFnrlnnd. who 's "lth tht' I ,fto; 
sional Clenmng Sen ,ce, ,ln..1 ,I (,'" th 
ers spent Fr,da), n..1..1HI' IHI"hlll' t 'u,h 
es to (he Ilt'\\ shop_ 

M nrblc-coIOrt'd f1l~)r~. ~hm\ rt""l ,\\ l\ 
c l scats fino Rll.' • .lmtn~ Illlrnlr, .. 1\\ ~lIt" .... 
tOIllt."rs who will ~l·t tht'tr h .. llr ,'ut 
Tucsun)' when thl' nt'" ~h\'f! 'P ':1'- r 
S<la MOVING, 6 
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Continued frOiil A .. l. 

buslnes . 
It's nothing like the cozy, 

worn-In feeling of tho old loca
tion, though . No hair on the 
floor. No rows of half-used halr 

re products lining the wall . 
No blended sound of daytime 
soaps, music, casual conversa
tion, and razors humming. Not 
yet anyway. 

"It has a back-home klnd of 
Ceei to it," sald Eric Beck, a 
college adviser. He compares 
Rose and Taylor to barbershops 
Crom his Chicago hometown. 
"You need that sometimes." -Beck and seven others pa-
tiently walt for tbelr haircuts. 
No one Is Ln much of a hurry. It 
doesn't seem to matter whetber 
customers wait 10 minutes or 
an hour for a balrcut. 

"It doesn't seem that long be
cause you're enjoying your
self," said Phillip Edwards, an 
Urbana firefighter. 

"Go talk to the man with the 
Miracle WhJp on his (ace," Beck 
Jokes, pointing toward Edwards, 
wbo has 'havina cr am on hi 
r ceo 

Edwards and other 
nearby lauah, while th two 

, TAYlOR 
8 RBEA 
--

The Rose and Taylor Barber Shop, 204 
relocating to another Champaign addre 12 
marks the grand opening BuslOe 5 

men tea e e ch other. 
"Th thing I lilce mo t about 

this pi ce I tb people," Ed
wards ald. "T Ikin with oth r 
bl ck men about ( th nnll, r h· 
gion, tblDg like that." Edwurd 
has b n comln to Ro d 
T ylor (or bout iUhf y ar 

"The bulldin It It do n't 

b Id lot or 
tmo ph r ' 

and T )'Ior, 
I y c 

II, 
(n C ~t, 

nly t 
tb m 

uJu 

Firs' 
I Firs' S 
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BIOGRAPH': JOHN lEE JOHNSON 

, ;;:;:;,;:;;.;';;",;nson Is I life- long r.sld.nt af th. ChlllOllgn-UrtllO'Ll Iru. 
his ,a..unlty s.ryl", In 1960 . ~kl"9 with youth glngs 

of Chl~llgn-Urblnl. Through this Inyoly.-ent. In 
North"st Ch~llon yOUth ~y ... nt. which conslstld of 

~ .. , 
,"81. ~ICh htlPtd 

County. Tilt "8 
C~llgn-U~O'LI 
I.pow.~nt. lhes. 
Truth.· I •• fllt 

~"'tlfJ . 
utlllz,tlon 'gr .... nt blt~ tilt 

ca..unlty. II well IS lid tilt flgnt 'nd 
SPice . .. hleh Lid to tilt •• ~nSlOll of , 
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Uhbllshlng tilt C 'nlty 
,,1(1 outr .. :11 e",tlr 
I$SIU ..... U. Ind 

g ... rl,. 
l,n • ..... tilt 
.ff.I,I. 

III t"t 



~r, Johnson has received nu-erous honors and awards. ~ng the~, he 
. as the first recipient of the WillIam Chal-er Award for Public Services, 
,nd the 1984 recipient Of t he Ci t izen of the lear A.ara present~ by the 
Cha~aign County Urban League. 

Presently. as an ac t ive ~ber, he $uPDOrts the work of the Concerned 
CitIzens for a Better Neighborhood, whIch _as the winner of the Governor's 
KOIe Town Award. He is also a ~ember of the Garden HIlls - Spaulding 
Co.ounity CitIzens' Group and the BI.ck C~nlty Network of Chl~lgn 
County. He Is currently the chair of the Eads Street Oevelo~nt 
Corperatlon. which is concerned with redevelopment of low·lnco-e arels In 
~Ign County. 

~r. Johnson has been I factor In every alJor decision in the bl,ck 
e~Derlence of Cha~palgn County for the Plst thir ty yelrs. and through hiS 
Dersistence has had a considerable i~.ct on the cours. of racial 
cooperation In Ch,-oalgn County. 

I 
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Northeast 00 v.l.gn Youth _t 
(Bn:ugnt to;/ethIIr 25 youth ~a to M I t 9I'fI9 wa~. 
lind redirect thelr energ1.ee tooo!IrdJI posi t i ve 
CCI:I ...... ity involve<l.eilt. ) 

Plain Ttuth 
(Fint black r>eI<'B~p!!r serving northeast C- U. ) 

Co-<Ii~ected lrlw-i:" ...... "lie falnily plBnning ~ject for 
~tional Ut'bln League. I"!>mily s..rv~. an(! 

~tional OoiLc:l SUdy ..... lIOCiation to equip 
lrlw-i.nc:>:m! fMll.llRlo to meet the c;twllenQea of 
urbm life. 

Director, C-U Social Service Ptog ..... Oepc;. of 
Mental "lth, Adler Center Zone V (1965-67) 
( ..... "iated f1>lDilio!!l in (Xnhoting the impr>ct of 
~rty on the mental h .. 31th at the family. ) 

Firat recipient, o-"lm!.'r 1W!>rd fgr PUblic Service 
I'merican Civil Lil::II!rtiea UniDn (1985) 

P: .... ""ition at aerv1cea:. ~ of Lineoln 1"'9"1 
Maiat4nCl!! ~tion (990) 

at the Yeat. Q'IImp!ign County l/rtlen '-'7>8 

P ."ynition of serv1celJ. Oo...."l.gn County Regional 
Plenning Cc:aloUatiion (1.0 yeon) 

Certifi<::aU! ot Jllttit. ~ign Police Dept. (1981) 

J 
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Historical Brlof: 

John Lee Jolln.on 
p,ogr.m "',n'gor, IlIInol. Clmo, for Cltlzl" Involvemen l 

Birth, Hl41 /0 PrOJent, 2001 

p,,..onal Background 

John L JotmlOl1 was born 10 Thomas OeIux JohnlOl1 and Mamie Carr JohnlOl1 on 
Augoust 1, 1941 In the Champaign County Hoepilal which It now the Champaign County 
Nu"'lflQ Home He was Ihe seventh of twelve children, and lhey all dwelled In a two
bedroom frame home located 8t201 E. Columbia Street. Champaign, IL. (Now knovm 
as the Oak.Ash eroa.) Along wilh Olhor youlhs of thai neighborhood, their playground 
was the Northlotll Railroad track and the )(lInols Cenlrallrack, lhe junkyard., alleywaYI, 
and vacant of their neighborhood AI a child, Mr Johnson conSl8ntly .. ked hit mothef 
why they hved In IWch a lIfflall home, why it was 10 da'" at night in their 
OOl{lhbortloOd why didn't they have things for play Then dlscussion'lator had a 
prolound Impact on John Leo's hfe. 

He a"ended the Champaign segregated elementary school .ystem He entered 
Lawhead Elementary School at the comer of Fifth and Grove .treets In the late 40'., 
he went 10 Williard Middle School althe comer of Fifth and Church .treet. He was 
dncfibe(l a. a very \alkaUve child whom the teache,.. had to constantly get aller for hi' 
attenllon He wal generally liked by hll fellow studon", and he was conllantly 
gathering students to him 10 hear Ihe imaginary 1I0ries and tales he told 10 entertain 
It\am and himself He enlored Champaign Jr High School a. hi. flrll integrated school 
IXpenence in the eally SO'. where he continued 10 talk and entertain While attne 
lime bme hll curiOsity grew a. he made comparison. between hll neighborhood and 
thole he would walk through going to and from home on hll way to school He 
conllnued 10 be seen by hil neighborhood frlonds and peers al an exceptional pe~ 
because of hi. gift lor gab Ind hilimagination He wal kflOWfl by the nickname of 
·MuOdy RlVOfI" Which denota. a perlOn who poIl8lied an endlesl Row of talk, ~.t 
.. a river It was not unusual lor John Leo 10 hold coun to the late avenlnglthroughout 
twa neighborhood entertaining ctlildren ll00ut old movies, poking fun atlnem. and limply 
lilpffII'tng hImself from thole thlngl Ihllt ha mlly heve lOOn dUling that da~ These 
virtu .. weIll caffied Ihroughout his educaHonll1 hfe snd when hi, family moved from 201 
E CoIumbll St ,Chsmpalgn to 1409 W Dublin $1 , Umsns. IL In 1955, John tran.fa~ 
10 the Ulbane High School. 

Ounng hIS two yo,.. elq)8nence It Urbani High School, John Lee tesmed I greater 
~PIlI'edllion lor t"" mportence oIeducattOll There ha met severslteschlf1l MI. 
awaon Who became hillelrning menlor by Ihl I8lkl Iha gllve har cle .. each morning 

:... her .xl*Ience during the dlpra .. 1on Ind how Impotlllf"!t learning wal to her The ,. 
~ ~ John l .. 1of1hil r ... tme From tNMI8Ik1 hi made e promI18 to 
,~ ','to"*.to:- WOUld aIw.~ champion Ih8 e.u18 of lesmlng and do 8Y8fY'htng in h .. 

: Ii Ii - • ..,....". OUI" chlldl'8ll did not ml" their OPportunity lor learning •• he 



had done ,n the early years of hiS life OunoQ hIS lime ,n school he again became a 
cnamplOll 01 oonvefSatoon, beong known by the teachen; a!'ld the student body as 
chansmaue person who could speak on any subtect Often he would lead the debates 
in his classooom More ttlan not. teachers turned away from him to enoourage other 
children to p3rtJCrp3le in the doscuSSlOt\s John pos$f!$secI temfoe talenl for drawIng 
poeI!Y and was among Ihe leadmg art students at Urbana Hogh School Outing thiS .~ 
p8t1od , John also contJnU$d hiS campaogn 01 open neoghbor1lood talks, he found till'll! :If 
WIth members 01 the Champaogn Police Department who fell he laj~ed IOQ mtiCh, and 
dod 1'101 hke the Idea thaI he held court, and would rou~nely publICly cnllClZed thel( 
IICbOnS on h,s ne'9hborhood 

Throughout hiS teenage I,fe and mto adu~. he conMued to be ,n oonnld With some 
elements of the Champaign Police Department wno l'e$f!nled h s rl!'latJOnsh,p to hlS 
community II was not unusual to fond John lee Johnson being arrested e~ery IN'E!e~end 
on charges of IOledenng .... ttl the dlll>eS 01 a poke officef Of exo:'ng nots ThIS bee,.,,,. 
so commooplace that anytime John Lee appeared O/l!he scene, that a Champa,gn 
Police SQUad car pulled up. he was arrested "'«l mauer how many Illnes thIS repeated 
rtself, John Lee Johnson always returned for more 

First Community Activi ties 

The basrs from whICh John Lee Joh~ ga,ned h,~ ~nowleoge and expanded the 
krlcrMedge aboot hiS community came from a """'nt~'vear re!allOflsh p w th a 
ne!Qhborhood fnend, Roy W~llams ThiS Inendsh,p was unIQue because the two ... ere 
Inseparable Everywhere you saw John Johnson you saN Roy WIII,ams The ... 
partneffl.hlp was such Ihat their whip was so enormous, people \\OU1d gather Just to hear 
theIf commentary on ra"dolll topoCS whICh they requested Johnson and Wll103ms to 
speak upon for their enlightenment Th.etr duo found them "","ol.ed w th!he InterfMh 
Council and the desegregatIOn of the Champaign schools They ... ere the Ie;a!dll'lg ,Ooce 
11'1 oppos,tlOnlO the Northeast l.kban Reneo.<.aI Plogeam and they ",ere a VOIc:e against 
the University of 1OlnolS campus. and t11e lac: k of equal opportuOl!y afforded the Blacl< 
OOI" 'IUOI!y of Champaogn ThIS duo created the first sustained Black ne,,5P<Ipet" 11'1 

northeast Champaign, "'The Plain Truth - They establIShed the People s Poverty Board, 
and lor the fl/"$I twne c:reated an ll'llegrated progresSIVe c:oalltlOn Mr Peter Rasmussen 
bec:ame!he fIrSt non-black person who worked 11'1 flOf\heast Champaogn aodressmg the 
poiotoc:al problems that the Peoples Poveny Board olSGussed In the ISsues of BI<tck 
youth Mr Jotonsoo brought togelhef all of the Blad. youth g10Up except one It! ttus 
area. calling them the Nonheast ChampaIQn Yooth Mo~ementll'l an effort to engage 
them 11'1 a selles of ISsues lhat were communtty related and self-related ISsues for !hem 
as {/fOWong youngsters. ThiS was dunng the 6O's where gang VIOlence escalated rtS@lf 
III ~ Northeast c:ommun,liet; 01 ChampalQn Mr Johnson chaHeoged the NEYM to 
~ responSible by changing !he ... names to the Btanl<s and demanding that the)' 
~am Iheor roles as young Blao:;k clt!leens He then organozed the BIacI\ Revo/I.otoOnal) 

any He again challenged the membeR of the SIan.., to becxll"l'le posllr .. e mages lor 
Ihe~ COhoT,unotoes by being Instruments of sogmflCllnt social c:hange As thiS fTlOIooi!d 
ahead, the People' . PoIIlIf1y Board mo.ed 10 the UnlV'lll'SIIy of 'lImo,s to see~ 

, 



rnembltf$h'p that would auist and allow them to gain greater access in the University 
The B1acJc Student Association (BSA) was organized by the People o f Pol'erty Board in 
an effor1 to give greater racial darity lind II political mellning to Blacks who _re 
IIneoding the University's Urbana campus The Plain Truth wrote one of the first Biadl 
neWSpapers for the campus for w~i~h John Lee contributed several poems, In 
parllCUlar, ,he FighlJng Black IUml 

ThIS en\Iy intO the UnIVersity opened the doors for a series of University based 
community activities. A meeting with the chancellor in which greater employmenl 
access was demanded which created the Leamer Program, Clerical Training program, 
and access to trade craft programs In addition. the People's Po~erty Board demanded 
mat the Univ8fS~y be opened to the youth of Northeast Champaign and to non·student 
Blacks just as it was opened to non·student Whites. In support of this diSCUssion, 
leaders of local groups from the Black community which composed the leadership of the 
Black Revolutionary Pafty met With the chancellor. They r&quested his assistance In 
speaking to the Chllmpaign City council and the Champaign Park board to expand the 
facility at Douglas Center and to improve the recrelltionallacility for African·American 
children In Northeast Champaign The Black RevolutIOnary Pafty also met with Mr. Ed 
Nesillgan, the program director of the campus YMCA, where they asked for the use of 
the campus space as a recreational site facility for themselves. This became the first 
campus YMCA and Black community relatIOnship 

HiS\hllght' of Employment, Actlvl,m and Advocacr 

• Johnson takes job with Adler Zone CentOf, State Mental Health Department, as an 
advocate for the poor In examining methods to strengthen and improved mental 
health. 

• Johnson established the CollOOmed CitIZen committee. the first sustained 
~munity organizallon 10 I'Iave an open public forum covered by the press where 
Issues 01 race and povefty _re discussed. 

• Johnson established the Community Advocacy Depol as the first instlUment by 
Which the Black community could participate and take control 01 urban renewal 
8CIJ\IrtlOS in the northeast areas of Champaign The CAD was the first community 
and IChooI of architect partnership in our nation where it was controlled by the 
COmmunity. 

• Johnson worked to establish the Special Education Opportunities program In 1967 to 
l)(pan<! Blackt enrollment at the undergraduate level at the University 01 Illinois 

• JohnIOn tknlll, 150 local youth to aMnd the University of illinois 
• tn 1906, Johnson WIS named Staff OrganIZer for Prnject Enable which prnvlded a 
~m for education end nelghbofhood IIcllon fOf a better lIVing enwonm&nl the first 
·ChQ: -....cI eIIon to IHlIdIcate household poverty sponsored by the Urban L~ue of 

1·"WIll'\ 

• ~ k.CuMd by Champaign citIZens that his Btack Revolutionary Pally was 
~1 1ot Ihe Black Plnther Pafty 

· ei""' otlbb.h«Ilhe flrIt comprehanslve posl 'lchoQl program for Black youth II 
•• 1,,1lIIry lIC:t...-dI in the Urbana-Champalgn llrea in partnership With the 

, 
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f!'IeI1IbeBhlP that would assist and allow them 10 gain greater access In the UnlverMy 
The Black Student AssocoatKln (BSA) was organized by the People of Poveny Board In 

an etfOl1tO gIVe greater raoal clanty and a poIlllcal meaning 10 Blacks who were 
anendlng the UnlVerslty"s Urbana campus The Plain Truth wrote one 01 the first Black 
newspapers lor Ihe campus for whICh John Lee conlnbuted several poems In 
partICUlar, "The Fighting Black mini 

ThIS entry InlO the University opened the doors lor a senes of Un!VerSily based 
community aC~VI~es A meeting With the chancellor In WhICh grealer employment 
access was demanded which created the Leamer Program. Clencal Training program, 
and access 10 trade craft programs In addition. the People's Poverty Board demanded 
that the UnlVefflity be opened to the youth 01 Northeast Champaign and 10 non-student 
Blacks tost as It was opened 10 non-sludenl Whites In support 01 thiS dlseossoon. 
leaders 01 local groups from the Black commuMy which composed the leadersh,p of the 
Black RevolU\lonary Party mel With the chancellor They requested hiS assistance In 
speaking to the Champaign City council and the Champaogn Pari<. board to expand the 
faCllrty al Douglas Center and to Improve the recreatIOnal fac,l,ty for Alncan.Amencan 
children In Northeast ChampalQn The Black Revolullonary Party also met With Mr Ed 
NesllJgan, the program dlle<;lor of the campus YMCA. where they as~ed for the use of 
the campus space as a recreatJOnal slle facoJ,ty for themselves ThiS became the first 
campus YMCA and Black communoty relatlOnsh,p 

Highlights of Employment, Ac tivism and Advocacy' 

• Johnson takes JOb With Adler Zone Center. State Mental Health Department. as an 
advocate for the poor In examining methods to strengthen and Improved mental 
health. 

• Johnson established the Concerned CUlZen oomm,nee. the first sustained 
commuMy organizatIOn to have an open public forum covered by the press where 
ISsues 01 race and poverty were dIscussed. 

• JoI'Inson established the Commun,ty Advocacy Depot as the first Instrument by 
which the BlaclI commUMy could par1IClpate and take control of urban renewal 
actlVIlies In the northeasl areas of Champaign. The CAD was the first oommUMy 
and sct1oo1 of architect partnership III our naloon where It was controlled by the 
commUMy_ 

• Jonnson worl<.ed to establish the Specl8l Educaloon Opportunilies program In 1967 to 
expand Blacks enronmenl althe undergraduate level al the UniverSIty of illinoiS 

• Johnson recru,ts 150 local youth to anend the UnIVerSity 01 tthllOlS 
• In 1966, Jonnson was named Stall Organizer for Project Enable which pruvlded a 

forum for edllCiitJon and neoghborhood aChon for a beUer lIVIng environment. the first 
organIzed ellon 10 eradK:3le household poveny sponsored by the Urban league of 
ChampalQn 

• Johnson accused by Champaign cllIZens that hiS Black RevolutIOnary Party was 
recruitment lor the Black Panther Party 

• ~oonSOl\ establi$he(j the first comprehenSive post-SChool program for Black yooth at 
Nfl elementary school. In the Urbana-ChampalQI'I arDa In partnership w,lh the 

, 
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UnIVersity Oof IIlInOols, ParKland COoliege, Mass Trar'lSit AuthOonty ar'ld the local S(:hooi 

dlslnctS 
• ,Johnson fUns fOor seat on the Champaogr'l C,ly CounCil In 1972 
• Johnson elecled Dlslnd Representatl~e tOo become Ihe first Black d,stnct 

repreSer'ltatl~e In Champalgr'l County 
• Johnson alters Affirmali~e ActlOfl plar'l fOor the City Oof Champaign. Ordinance 1300. 
• Johr'lson proposes the CIty houSing authonty 
• Johnson demands greater affirmatrve actIOn fOor Afncan·Amencar'ls In all phases of 

City government se"lng the stage fOor the first Black Chlcf Oof POoIICe. Bill Dye. 
• JOohr'I$OI1 oo-authOored the firstlandlord/lenar'lt Oordinance which was approved In 

Urbal'la 
• Johr'lson demanded the rede~elopment Oof the eastside Oof D,stnct 1. 
• Jehr'lson calls the Sl!lng ef the PoliCe Department located al Firsl and Um~ers~y 
• Jehnson urged the City tOo rede~elop the Oak-Ash area which IS new the Martin 

Luther King subdIVISIOn 
• Jonnson de~elops Bradley Park apartments, the first central slate 236 subsidized 

low-Income houSing development. 
• Johnson develops 235 Single family detached homes to closeout the first city urban 

renewal program 
• Johnson blocks the use Oof UDAG funds fOor downtewn development and City 

reapplies the funds fer first-time homebuyers 
• CAD deslQns the first HUD approved Single family detached publ houSIng for 

Champaign. 
• CAD completes design research fOor a cosl·effectl~e new Douglas Center 
• CAD prOoposes the first eastside rede~elepment plarl for Nerth F,rst Street 
• Johnson proposes the first comprehenSive plan for the redevelopment of the Eaas at 

LIncoln area In Urbana 
• The first Federal Heme Lean Bank houslr'lg In the nertheast area ef ChampaIgn IS 

developed by Johnson 
• Johnson examlne5 the educatlOOal perfotmance ef Btack chIldren ,n the Champaogn 

and Urbana schools en a conllnual baSIS 
• Johnson files complalr'lttOo the Office ef CMI Rights fer the educatlOOal perfOormance 

Oof African·American chIldren In Ihe ChampaIgn school In 1997. 
• Greater CIVil rights are sought by Jehr'lson fOor Afncan-Amencan chIldren and thell 

parents In publIC schools ef ChampaIgn In 1998. 
• Johnson becomes the firstlacllllatOor l er the cIty Oof Champa.gn 10 redevelop the 

NOorth F,rst Streelarea. 
• JOohnson Ooffers the first redlstnctlng map fOor the Urbana Board ef EducatIOn 
• Deciding VOote caSI by JOohnson tOo unIOnIze the Clty s workforce 
• Johnson Uf901 the teleVising 001 city coullCll meetIngs 

'Various news articles have been allached tOo thIS document fer your revIew The 
SOUrces of these art>des are the ChampalQn Urbana Cooner. the News Gazelle, and 
the Cady 10101. 
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