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‘M Higher wages elude
area’s working poor
amid low jobless rate

By ALDEN LOURY
News-Gazette Staff Writer

CHAMPAIGN — With its growing
property tax base, low une mployvment
rate and thriving retail communily,
Champaign County appears to be enjoy-
ing economic bliss

But a significant segment of Cham-
paign County is not a part of the areas
economic success story

Many Champaign County residents
live in poverty. And according to state
poverty ligures and Project 18's 1997
Community Report Card, things are get-
ting worse

"mulldinp_ to 1990 census data, 3,130
or 8 percent of Champaign County fam-
Hh: s were below the federal poverty lev-
el There were 264,413 or 9 percent of
Illinois families below the federal
poverty line during the 1990 census.

While there is no more recent poverty
data available at the county level,

natonal and state child Yevels lm N ‘,«-.'
have increased by nearly 5 rn.runl - du g,
according to the Report Card o N . |

“IU’s hard lor me to understand on the 'T ) -9 £ |
face of 1t," said University of Illinois i TI——
economist Elizabeth Powers about the “ommunity activist John Lee Johnson, an advocate for the that those few among us who have been able n:: enjoy the ben-
perception that poverty is rising in the POOr, poses in his office at the Champaign County HealthCcare efits of economic growth ... have forgotten about those who

POOr we are. | hose are the areas
ilalogue that are leflt out.” Johnson sad
Johnson said that as long as the coun-
v struggles wilh ';*u Lr* A\ .1.1.1 also
Contiinuyes 1o “i-"tf'r,L -l e s ol . T
gangs and other ml muimm: ANV
believe are closely tied 1o poverty.
The report card calls poverty “the
most widely used indicator of child well-
being.” Children living 1n poverty are
more likely ro die during childhood.
score lower on standardized tesis, drop
out of school, have children out of wed-

1A DO My Rotst 50 Mo

county. Consumers office. He was there last week.'l think it'sthefact are poor,” he said. lock, experience vioient crime and end
“1f this 1s accurate, it's a bit strange,"” up as adults hving in poverty, the report
she added. higher wages and benefits, and job search gssistance are preparing just get folks that have the necessary card says.

Poverty rates are pretty strongly tied
to jobs, Powers said. And historically,
Champaign County has had one of the
lowest unemployment rates in the state.
Preliminary October figures show the
county’s jobless rate at 2.3 percent.

Some, however, suggest it's not the
number of jobs but the kind of jobs that
hn uunn'ihuted to the county’s level of

‘L!n thiu community we do have high
glylumbut much of that is in lnw-

“We have a lot of families and parents
who are working minimum wage jobs ...
who are unable to support their families
(adequately),” Stuyvesant added.

A 1996 survey of more than 1,250
Champaign County employers conduct-
ed by the Illinois Department of
Employment Security also shows that
the most-worked manufacturing, ser-
vice, finance, insurance, real estate and

trade industry jobs pay low wages.

The survey indicates that 12 of the 16

to launch the Workforce Preparation
Center in Januan‘ Parsons said.

Parsons said the center will focus on
helping the upemployed or low-wage-
earners use the §5- to $6-an-hour jobs to
build a strong employment history and
Job skills needeg to advance.

Auterson sajd a number of local
employers haye jobs waiting for that
Broup once they develup more skills.

"We hear thig just about every (visit)
we make,” Autaﬂnn said. "If they could

skills."

Parsons said another group including
University of Illinois and local govern-
ment and community officials is work-
ing to help those interested in starting
their own businesses get started.

The city of Champaign recently
approved the use of nearly $1.6 million
to help revive the city’'s traditionally
black business district along North First

street. _
Auterson also said the arrival of new

“That doesn’t meap that people o
poverty always have those things, but
there's just too high of a correlation
between those (eonditions) and pover-
ty,” said Jeanne Gerretts, director of
Project 18

The report card also says that the
slow growth in wages, and the growth o
the proportion of children iving in sin-
gle-parent families account for much of
the increase of children living m pover-
tyin recent years.

) w lqmun‘l,"’ sald  Ron job categories with 100 or more employ- =
Sluyves: _ regional executive director  ees in the county paid less than {7 4
fihe C uldren’s Home & Aid Snulotynf huurth BTt =, Champajgn County wage survey
oo Wi Kin wages, Tracy Par- N
According to T @ Survey, conducted by the  County pay low wages.
1997 ¢ ;__*._‘,; et '*i‘ﬁ?f sons, president of the Urban League of he 1996 q Pat'”““' Wag The survey indicates that 12 of the 16 job categories

linols D ment of Employment Security, shows that
the mum-qy?: e :mnufauturlng. service, finance, Insur- with 100 or more employees paid less than $7 an hour,

ance, real ggtar matmde industry jobs in Champaign g

G.hnmnnim Cunnty, said it is extremely
ve poor people to higher

“1' Pﬁ‘lmnty numbun are
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?ﬁ\ﬂh ’aurcnmmul Workoers Firms Median Entry  Fast food worker 445
- In wage responding hourly hourtty  Helper, kitchen 110
-,- we to do a bet- ‘survey tosurvey wage  wage  Manager, department 255
of th 341 29 $5.25 $5.13 Nurse aide |

- | J-g ﬁig % $4.75

11 $5.25 §; 13

19 $7.53 $6.13

11 $5.61 $4.75

3

9 t!.w .



---‘-

THE CHAMPAIGM URBAMA NEW_ 50T

Monday, June 5 19958

NEWS / h\sl { ENTRAL Il LINOIS

} Johnson to help lea

By J. PHILIP BLOOMER Johnson will be teamed with 1ng financing | L-'*" "'1’—‘ ;"*'.HF '1"7?5'%’1'4 -i_f
OOO News-Gazette Staff Writer Champaign residents Dennis | Johnson has responsibuity for .r:.-i_-_l.r., .r_j,l.._df. itut :r-H- and mp1
: CHAMPAIGN — John Lee McConaha and William Cork forming a business organization small bu.a:r:--:::.- r-'::r,l;.-r::-, - 1:-3 needs
ATET Johnson is doing work for the The latter pair are being hired among existing and prospective  familiar with can all contribu e 34 L
-GAZETTE city once again. under an approximately $20,000 businesses, putring together to the success of this project said
) The former city councll mem- contract for project coordination plans for security, appearance }-':L"i_wf‘.:lh;_’i _.:.ua.i _ Struct
hot ber and one of the city's most tasks. and marketing - *I'm confident of the '.'."-E-'Tt"'i.’:'.,; T‘-':". E
dependable critics 1s about to McConaha is a L'DHLSLIIIJHF who McConaha said Cork first ob- 10r success,” he added. “It is an 5':_.:- 3
take a lead role in the long- has extensive experience in re-  c..ved the notice in the newspa- 3MDilious project, but one in Lewis said spending plans for
oy planned effort to redevelop development efforts locally, per about the project, “and dL_r'qr.'- need of fd_’-c:f.g place.” | the area are mcompicte and vl
North First Street, elsewhere in Illinois, in South thought we'd be a good match.” City staff members have been have to be adjusted according o
hort Johnson, who also lives on Carolina and in Britain. As a MeConaha ﬁreu.'_up ‘' Cham- working with b sinesses and the activity that gets under way
North First Street, works in team, McConaha and Cork also ‘i ]L ‘i 'hf*ile with the Property owners in the area for For next fiscal vear Startung
etting a cli- housing advocacy for the Illinois conduct military base reuse pﬂ_b1_ SRR 1':1- ‘L(Lfr: d Homr the past year July 1, $150,000 has been bud
anicality re- Center for Citizen Involvement. studies for the Army's Construc- }”“’tf”? _Ur.fhe SR e There are 27 primarily com- geted In anticipation of land ac-
ot in Ford The city is hiring the agency, tion Engineering Research Labo- "33 du.rrn_t._ | mercial properties in the North gquisition and demolition costs
and Johnson in particular, under ratory. | rie was with Cun[rpl Data In  Firsr Street planning area, ac- Another $150.000 is avausdie for
ting closing a $5,000 contract as project fa- City planner Ivy Lewis said the early 1980s helping spear- cording to a report from city redevelopment assistance om
ne first de- ciulitator for the North First rede- head incubation efforts for small : .

al of a Pax-
ised of kill-
son, Urbana

velopment, according to docu-
mentZ going to the city council

McConaha and Cork are being
relied on for the technical e exper-
tise In forming rehabilitation

businesses.

“The combination of Cork and

Planning Director Bruce Knight
Ten are vacant lots, and three
contain vacant buildings.

meaning the business district

Tuesday.

plans for properties and organiz- myself and John Lee, and of The average building in the ar-

ey Welch L
Lina Rouse's

east of the racks.
vas Rouse's
d lawyer,

dge Richard | ' | { e m* | ' Ikenberry would
get year’s full pay

rdict. 5
on was that THE WARREN RESIDENCE
unty, where HEIITAT FOR HUEANTY

as Rouse re- S L 0 bus 55
tI:JIlTIL':LEL:H i cu,ﬂ.m..%uﬁ . TrUSteeS to VOte .1:1:!'. f;.!‘-..r_r:.:'f -
T RESTT A | \f""\/ s The htle “re-
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3 hired to head First Street redevelopment

By J. PHILIP BLOOMER
Mews-Oazetts Stall Writer

CHAMPAIGN — The First
Street redevelopment project
has gotten some ringing en-
dorsements [rom city officials,
even though one was on the hol-
low side.

Two veteran economic devel-
opment consultants were hired
to coordinate a plan for a pub-
lic/private reinvestment in the
traditionally black-owned busi-
ness district

Consultants Dennis McConaha
and William Cork were hired as
project coordinators, with com-
munity activist John Lee John-
son of the Illinois Center for Cit-

izen Involvement hired as |

facilitator.
‘McConaha and Cork are in-

- - ams ww e wWah

4
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volved in milit base reuse
studies and have experience in
smaill business development
projects around the country.
Council member Jerry
Schweighart didn't have any
problems with them, but he
questioned what Johnson's quall-
fications were to lead the proj-
ect. That information was not
provided council members, he
said, as it is for other positions
they are required to act on
Johnson Is assisting McConaha
and Cork mainly by helping or-
ganize area business and proper-
ty owners. A longtime housing
advocate, Johnson sald he would
have preferred to have been in
the lead role, and as it is, he was
asked by city officials to partici-
pate in the project because of

his experience witH these issues.

“lI recognize this is my home,
and this is the last place I'd be
considered an expert on any-
thing,” said Johnson, a {requent
critic of the council. “But let me
assure you, | have a heckuva lot
of experience in this area over
the last 30 years.”

The lllinois Center for Citizen
Involvement will be pald around
$5.000 for Johnson's work, and
the others are under contract for
about $20,000. Their responsibil-

~ ities consist of helping business

owners make business and reha-
bilitation plans and arranging fi-
nancing. The project is-to be
done by Oct 1.

Council members were for the
most part optimistic about the
plan. The city has set aside

=ill

$150.000 for next {iscal year o
anticipation of land acguisihon
and demolition costs. More 13
available (rom other sources

“I'm looking (orward to Joan
lee beating on us {rem the
side nstead of the ocutside,”™ said
council member Marty Smuth

Phillip Rowell, a council candi
date im the last elechon and a
community activist in hus owm
right, urged the council to re-
frain rom making First Street a
“political foorbail.”

“There's a lot of undercurrent
of discussion about this * Rowell
said “Many lock to Narth First
Street as a4 beacon This Is not a
social services project or a polit
ical endeavor but an economic
development project aimed at
fostering amall busineas ©

_Sheiiff’s embloveee
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First Street up for renovation |
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,{,‘ FH‘St Street next in line for renovation ]

Schweighart fears the investment might

City of Champaign
hopes to revitalize
‘depressed’ part of town

o 4 First Street fom 1 “put the city at risk ... and | don't think we can
by Emily Kline 1 T F put everyone in business, (but the city) had to
Daily Wiy reporte | des) He said it was a bad idea to not put the busi- take a chance.” He said the loans would not be
B9 ness’ own money in. He added that he fears made without the city's backing.
The city of Champaign has de ; a'i‘ the loans will not make the businesses take “What the banks had was an overriding
Cided to make contributions to re , f responsibility because the terms are advanta- protection of their loans through the grants |
bulld the arca around North First | | geous to the business owners that were given by the city for each business J
street. Teamed up with local . “1f business went bad, they could easily in the area,” Johnson said 4
banks, the city distributes loans to j walk away,” Schweighart said. According to Johnson, the reason the com-
businesses to help them rebuild 'y Bruno agreed that Schweighart's fears munity hasn't gotten the loans earlier is be-
and compete in the commercial ; ! might materialize but the city needs to take cause the black business owners “may need
arca f | up a venture such as this project. technical help to do that. It's no different than
Ihe purpose is to revitalize a

Pusiness area in a “depressed”
part of Champaign, according to
at-large City Council member
tom Bruno

“It's a risk that the city needs to bear, to white business people who have attorneys,

help create a viable economic district in such  architects, engineers and developers to put ‘

a high profile location.” their money to use.” He said he feels th_e
Even with the city and banks teamed up black community in Champaign lacks this

with the loans, the city cannot fund all the po- kind of support.

As the first reconstruction pro tential rebuilding projects on its own. Schweighart, Bruno and Johnson agreed
ject on First Stroet begins on the There is only a limited number of tax dol- the first ﬁl‘ﬂjﬂft of rchuilding the Lone Star
Lone Star Lodge and High Twelve ¥ lars available from the city, Johnson said. Lodge should generate more businesses
Club, the question is raised over / “(The rebuilding) of low-income neighbor- wanting to take part in the loans and re-

why it took so long to start devel

hoods of Champaign and Urbana cannot be ful- building.
]{ oping that soction of Champaign

filled only through local tax dollars. The local “That fact that it has historically served a

John Lee Johnson, community * il _ . <, bank must be willing to risk investments and minority population is just extra reason to
X ::;;:!r n:: dh; vos By “; Dunel Chuck Cass The Daily liny support these neighborhoods,” Johnson said. support this business district,” Bruno said.
UG JOAns i Cnampatgn Roosevelt B #
‘t“ - trﬂd’-“lmﬂ”\? hﬂ\"l'.‘ m" h{g{-n d]rl.\_.t Y FOWH 0ances gt fhf" ’f'l_}'h F'welvie ( Jr“h 4}08 N I"”'” ’qf { flﬂmqun Wf'dﬂf_'sdﬂ}f ufr{lrnmjn

U -"}”"L‘-ilf‘- American area of North by police station giave the banksa wealth,” acce nrdmg to Inhn_-.nn
F e e Rp—— I First Street, he had a different e ung of protection llu: community around l~tr-.t
. | 4 Uiy In  take on the situation it was only then that banks treet needed the city's financ al

F Ry Afviot A ER (e S arr T e WUAE ailiiigh Lo COLBIGCT & Pall  suppuit

'l-

ng'® nership with the black-owned
h t‘ltﬂn‘t tnnt o allow that the m i““"“"-‘ ﬂﬁk thnn it businesses on First Street.” John.

\ B has to do with racism.” Brunosaid.  son saf
: mmtﬂm|mm Council member  Jerr E . '
r re .. 50 what occurs ’ ven with the police station

“It's risky to start a small busi-
ness. The failure rate is high.”
Schweighart said. Thar is why

Schwetghart call : banks can be reluctant t
/ :.Inn.,y m“mmhmtn which banking llr-'l-n_ln_.:m this & common 1 r.arh; the banks would not agree loans o a df_pr:u{;:l wu::;:ﬂ:::
a typical black b - O make the loans until |
4 CK Dusi- until the cit | .
“ hess person will not be able 1o I 'you don’t have the money to City Y, he added — they are afraid

stepped in, ace arding to Johnson
“Banks stn} dway Irom risky
ventures,” Bruno said “That's

they won't be paid back in full
Another fear about the project,
JLLUI‘L’LHW to Schwelghart, is that,

PUt Into it, the bank won't make
moet.” the loan. They have guidelines,

and :
bad loans tighten those regu- why the clu § help can be so

lations. T here is \ im- |
nothing racial “We (the city) stuck our m:-.,k out
about it," Schweighart said poriant (to) provide the comfort too far™

Johnson said he believes the INE] that enables banks to make

ﬁ&; more First Streeton6 |
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Military (1900-1970)

e Years is a rich visual tapestry exploring
f African Americans to Champaign
religion, and the arts.”

«Through th
the contributions o

County’s business,

&

Afvoamernricanist

Through the Years: African- shops, 1n€ Big Four Rauroad snop minu
J-J.J._i-.l-l;_ e - ’ o~ aah Wa T ettt i .1} ; ~ T : |I1 -
, Comes Home," opened on  Cleveland, LANCITaU ind Clucago) an

s 2l = Tigh= 't_f =T '
J-Hl-l..EitIIlh "--I.-I_: }‘!l."nlq_ & N

‘ Community Activism (1530-1570)
:,-_"ll"'T‘- Jel "1 :*:J'ﬁirfl 'q'nrith d _[tnf_‘. -.i“':-'-._'ll.ll:::]""h Ly .

versity of llhinots. The radroads ollered job

.. ~ " g Amerncan History the unskillea |abor caleqories dll | the |
Champaign County Aincan-American risioby s s PRIV T TR
Cons :;:ﬂﬁ%- members: Came Banks, Nate Dixon sity of [linois provided JoDS Malrly | '
Doris HOsSXins Chervl Kenneay Fatelle QOMestcs Ul Wlie Laiel ity alild . '

B
| N e , (. A _..'*u ¥

" - - - - oy I L & L Wl et

ilh *_.‘:- : j{‘-_ll : L;. l'-\_l L™ p'.-'-i-. l—-“-r-r" V= e "

Businesses

. n " F i §
s pTVE s moderator and Dianne M Religion (1863-1970) .

e 1L e "-.___-: s fda A 5 BALS & RS s i 1.-;1- 5 g ( J ) ) rJ jg!{:"f??q;

s ] - = e i 5 7 "'"L . " = ...,-_-_1.1-. l-.l P ‘:‘i-' ,‘
Pinderhughes, Director of Afro-Amerncan stua- The one mstutuuon |
s qave the welcommng remarks The exhubit  could own were chucnes ana iney pel
was ondisplay at the Afro-Amerncan Studiesand  vered in organizing _

- 1 _

Research Program from October 24 through and bulding them. It

December 20, 1996. During that ime, approxl- 15 not unusual then

mately 500 people. mcluding students romarea  that African Ameri- !
schools such as Rantoul and University High, can churches under- - '
wviewed the exhibit. The exhibit was also made ook an active lea | _
avallable to area schools and public institutions  ership  and ) A i = =
upon thelr request. Booked well into 1998, the mamtenance o _ :
exnibit was ]L"?’F:H'y': d atthe '?I‘:TF 1T Public  1ole m the po- s 3 P -
I.’.l.*l’r:ll"_.'_ _I;ir‘;u:r'; 1997 Parkland College, Feb- litical ero- e T = =
ruary, Yankee f".l:igr:-' School. Urbana March - nomical so - n = = =TS
Tty ase ~h B N o
May, Douglass Branch Annex, Champaign, Au- cial and cul-
-~ 11 ’ . 1 i — o 9 r
gust, Urbana High School, September - Octo-  tural lives of Education (1880-1970)
ber, Centennial High School, Champaicm No- the commu eSOt o agsea =
ember - January 1998, Urbana Middle School nity Althouah 7. Alncan Amencans have made exsaced
February 1998 and St Tacerh (CradA R e : - .
e J..J': and, ot joseph Grade School reliqion gave vy SAEEOCS BN CCRCNON SN CCENE .
St Joseph, inois, March. 1988 e Rt = &=15§ &2 SR e
The axhilit ool many Afncan e (R T e e R
« S SALDI consisted of poster-sized pane! ) SEeT 328 the s 2R he rare | e ey s
T T Eisleed panels Americans STl s L elll A IEIECE (ESST -
SISPlayIng photos newspaper articles quotes  solace. it of _Nampaxm oty Anca Ammencas ek
: _ i, =t SOldACe 1t Ollar =SS WA i S e
from oral hustories, and other historical docy. ¢ 1 ;,: en S . )
| storic - e an 2ducaEnon S the 3oy of the rmlentess some-
;n;:'nu; FL.ICI'"' as IEC’F‘l Ef-] b = J I al’ 1 1 E ] > e el 2
48 i - “*aiEhtEI-S .: L 2 - T T — — g ey e e e g e TS g cweg— e w— il | ——
qrams. and PEHEUEI?ECGTE i gTJdUﬂTll,.ﬂ pro- them with the TNesS DD, NG OS50 TINTIDNST DEESEE OF Sk
- : = : b - 1 = - L - e e | | L — o — ——
residents supplemented i C:ddj“gn' tocal  ability to SAVanon U Ol S0en VVESSm FISeK LATIeSES
EEPE I mE‘PﬂﬂEﬁ‘-‘mhmemQ- arvviltr rencanaed ferers Knernae . aneed 1657 =

channel an innep Strength into

;;h,imt jmlpv acton. Churches were the
Ersonal iterns ki

fabllia such as barber and hair
ment. high school vear

such as tea pots :Lau :;;f;?i ler of a community’s activities

Several themes addreﬁ;;ieém? cima.  Inaddiionto pmﬁ::hng 2 P]‘;*'::

County’s complex history o hampaign fo Worship, it provided a pl;p:;

for meetings, s¢ Yoir

- 8,80C1als, and often

Early Families (1850 . 197, 1 vedas a school. The oldes

African Americans 1 ¢hu:ch In Urb.-ma-tl‘hmnpaﬁﬁ

1S Be 1 =

h i primarily Arkanee. Bethel African Methodist

. Tennessee Misso +  Episcopal Ch
- ur, Indiana Miss , urch founded
SippL and GEGIg’;a Mﬁﬁt dlld 11S- 1863 Sdl'E‘ITI Bﬂp“st CI‘IU]'E‘L;:

was lounded in 1867 and s

Luke Christian Methodis Epis-
Copal was orgamzed in 1909

1. Nathanial Baniks and grandsca, e e b ‘.'l"._:' . I
Frank E Banks ean‘y 18T L. The SENDAI0ON 30 ;T’J‘:‘_}: . Wl 20ES00 =0S
Stella & Hanes Baiker Family. Children 25

“ycan Amercans were not alowed ©© Ive o

i-R: Bdward, Estec, Edna & D, c®  camnys Erma Bridgewsser's parents bogt

{1316, 3. Champaign-Urbana Eastern N S ;_?ﬁ#ﬁd‘: . s ol o

Star. Date unknown: 4. Social " R i of thesr dagenee »

Organization, Kavaber Club, ca 1350 local school studenss © swan I B0 SChoor S

S. UIUC Students, 1310, back row  rung pocl Sometznes an oducaDoD G DOt PE0-

::ndmg,!eﬂsdecaunem&&j. \ I.' th 4] ouNCme ?.:-r ﬂﬁ;—_'.!,!"q!
the/ AME Charch Foundedin 1863 _ = :

2. S Navy Band. WWIL backrom 3  Eriigewater compieted 3 degme i Socoigy

from lef. Cecil Bridgewater: 8. Pete  at the U of I m 1937 and could cnly Snd 3 oo &=

Sridgewater Quintet, 1350s: 9. Smith 3 mayd af the Unrversity s Newman Hall

Famuly: George W second from jeft

seated | 888 10. Ceci D Nebon 5r, Wffﬂ"m

WWL 11, Ace Barbershop, founded ~ Arts and Ente . P4y -

in 1920 12. The Elizadeth lewis& Champaign County Alncan Amencans

Theodore CrawleyWedding ca 1825  heen actve m the Arts and EnterTanunesis SOos
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First Street development to start soon

B Northern strip’s
projects could
begin this month

By ALDEN LOURY
News-Garette Staff Writer

CHAMPAIGN — There may
finally be light at the end of the
tunnel leading to a redeveloped
North First Street.

It has taken more than three
years, but the first sign of con-
struction could come next
week That’s when city officials
say building permits could be
submitted for two . projects
along the underdeveloped
stretch of First Street just
north of University Avenue.

And a third project is in the
making, officials said.

“We're hoping for a ground-
breaking within the next couple
of weeks. I'm sure it'll be 1n
September,” said city planner
Karen Stonehouse.

She said the Rose & Taylor
Barber Shop and Beauty Parlor,
on Monday, could close on a
$255,000 project to build a new
building at 124 N. First St. The
city is contributing a $107,000
grant toward the work.

John Lee Johnson of the Illi-
nois Center for Citizen Involve-
ment, hired by the city to help
move projects forward, said the
Lone Star Lodge 18 could also

close on a more than $550,000

project to rebuild its building at

i

208 N. First St.

The lodge wants to demolish
the existing two-story building
to make way for a new 6,000-
square-foot building that would
also occupy two vacant lots to
the north.

The city i1s providing the
lodge with a $296,000 loan.
Lodge members are also con-
tributing nearly $135,000 in
sweat equity, Johnson said.

The city first adopted the
North First Street Redevelop-
ment Plan in April 1996. The
plan is an attempt to revive the
100, -200 and 300 blocks of
North First Street, at one time a
busy corridor of black uwne:d

- businesses.

Under the plan the mry can

provide up to $150,000 1n grants
forr eligible work. HowevVer,
those seeking help must have a
viable business plan and must
secure [inancial backing [rom
local lenders.

The p'an was passed amid
much fanfare, but progress has
been slow, largely due to city
staff shortages. The city has
since added an additional staff
person to work exclusively on
North First Street projects and
others in areas targeted for re-
development.

But Stonehouse md construc-
tion should have & domino ef-
fect on the [’Eﬂ]ﬂ]ﬂd&l’ of the
corridor- .-

“1 think: finally§seeing- some

dust flying in thatﬂeighbﬂrhuod |

will be big.,” she said

Johnson -‘1"1 construction of
y third project could begin in
early 2000 He said the Jackson
family plans to reopen its once
popular restaurznt in the 100

1'-"7"-

' Irst Street.
said a h-a.ﬂ.d.fUl of
talked about possk-
““““ Ous businesses
nas hired a firm
to help acquire unused build-

block of NoO
";i‘"\-ﬂ' "Ll |: .\_:l—.
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ntherqe hav
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there. The city |

ings that could house those
businesses -
The effort cou’d also gain mo-

mentum once the police station
expansion 1s complete and when
the city begins “streetscaping”
improvements along North

-

The p-::hce station, located
rectly opposite the North F
Street businesses, is in its final
stages of work. Construction of
new sidewalks and other im-
provements 1s scheduled to be-
gin NeXT year.

[ncluded in the streetscape

project are: First Street from
G"e-:n to Ehmg‘.un streets;
University Avenue from the [I-
linois Central Railroad tracks to
Wright Street; and portions of
nearoy Chester Street.

Despite the delay, Johnson
believes the effort can still pro-
duce what many envisioned it
would back In 1996_-

“This is going to be one of the

First Street similar to thnse keymarkm mum*cuy""he :

seen downtown., -~ -
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éThe building itself doesn’t hold a lot of memories, but the atmosphere does.??
~ Phillip Edwards, a customer at Rose & Taylor Barber Sho

Joe Taylor, left, shaves Simon Hill's head at the Rose and
Taylor Barber Shop at 204 N. First St., C, on Friday. At the next

Rose and Taylor barbers making move

By TOKUMBO BODUNDE
News-Gazette Staff Writer |

CHAMPAIGN — There's no place like
Rose and Taylor Barber Shop, which has
been like home to many of its customers
for decades.

So even though it’'s moving, there
aren’'t many long faces among waiting
customers. They know that the shop
won't really change — just its location.

Barbershop co-owners Lum Rose and
Joe Taylor head the 40-year-old business
at 204 N. First St,, C. The two, who have
been cutting hair together for 23 years,
will celebrate the grand opening of their
new shop at 124 N. First St., C, from 10
am. to 4 p.m. today.

n, which opens at a new location today

Fellow barbers, local leaders, city
planners, and faithful customers plan on
attending.

The new shop is part of Champaign's
North First Street Redevelopment Plan,
adopted in 1996 to revive an area that
historically has been home to several
black-owned businesses. Construction
also began recently on the Lone Star
Masonic Lodge 18 to be located at 208 N.
IFirst St,

"You don't see too many black busi-
nesses in Champaign,” Tavlor said.
“This is an opportunity to have a nice,
updated business.”

“I kinda have mixed emotions,"” Rose
said. "The atmosphere's always been

-
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chair is. co-owner Lum Rose. The two barbers are having a
grand opening today for a new shop at 124 N. First St

good. (But) the new place will have
more room.” The shop will also have a
snack bar and a beauty salon.

“You can see where everyone's doing
this,” said Rochelle McFarland, putting
her hands to her eyes to illustrate peo-
ple peering in the window.

McFarland, who is with the Profes
sional Cleaning Service, and a few oth
ers spent Friday adding finishing touch
es to the new shop

Marble-colored floors, shiny red swi
el seats and gleaming mirrors await cus
tomers who will get their hair cut on

Ty L= R

*I‘Ut‘ﬁdﬂ}‘ when the new 5!‘1“;1 opens for
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Continued from A-1

business.
It's nothing like the cozy,

worn-in feeling of the old loca-
tion, though. No hair on the
floor. No rows of half-used hair
care products lining the wall.
No blended sound of daytime
soaps, music, casual conversa-
tion, and razors humming. Not
yet anyway.

“It has a back-home kind of
feel to it,” said Eric Beck, a
college adviser. He compares
Rose and Taylor to barbershops
from his Chicago hometown.
“You need that sometimes.”

Beck and seven others pa-
tiently wait for their haircuts.
No one is in much of a hurry. It
doesn't seem to matter whether
customers wait 10 minutes or
an hour for a haircut.

“It doesn't seem that long be-
cause you're enjoying your-
self.,” said Phillip Edwards, an
Urbana firefighter.

“Go talk to the man with the
Miracle Whip on his face,” Beck
jokes, pointing toward Edwards,
who has shaving cream on his
face.

Edwards and other customers
nearby laugh, while the two

TEHEAT TN T s R e

Moving

The Rose and Taylor Barber Shop, at 204 N
relocating to another Champaign address at 124 N. First S
marks the grand opening. Business resumes

men tease each other.

“The thing I like most about
this place is the people,” Ed-
wards said. “Talking with other
black men about fathering, reli
gion, things like that.”" Edwards
has been coming to Rose and
Taylor for about eight years.

“The building itself doesn't
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hold a lot of memories, but th
atmosphere does, e said. Xos
and Tayvlor, who don't expect
lose any customers. know tha
as well

In fact, Tavior said, they
only taking one other thing with
them

“Just the clippers.”
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established Project 500 at the University of Illinois.

BIOGRAPHY: JOMN LEE JOMNSON

John Lee Johnson is a life-long resident of the Champaign-Urbana area.
Mr. Johnson began his community services in 1960, working with youth gangs
in the northeast area of Champaign-Urbana. Thruugh this involvement, in

1961 he organized the Northeast Champaign Youth Movement, which consisted of
twenty youth gangs.

{n 1962, he co-founded the Pecple's Poverty Board (PPB), which helped
in establishing the Community Action agency in Champaign Euunt]r. The PPB
did considerable work with urban renawal, Integration of Champaign-Urbana
public schools, employment discrimination, and political empowerment. These
activities and others found him co-sponsoring "The Plain Truth,” a weekly
paper addressing socio-political issues and satires.

From 1965 through 1967, Mr. Johnson became a project manager for the
I1linols Department of Mental Health, working through a special project
sponsored by the Adler Subzone Clinic. During the course of this work, Mr,
Johnson helped organize the Concerned Citizens' Committee (CCC), which

L™

This project
educational opportunities to black Americans and other minorities,

'-‘ﬂ also fostered the first space utllization agreement between the
versity of Illinois and the black community, as well as led the fight and
for low cost recreational space, which led to the expansion of

and Centennial Parks,

~ In 1969, Mr. Johnson was instrumental In establishing the Community

. Depot, & community based design, advocacy, and outreach center
ing in urban renewal, environmental impact assessments, and

ty economic uﬂlumnt projects.

was elected to the Champaign City Counclil In 1972, serving
1"! as the first elected person to represent District 1, which
the downtown and mﬂm business districts. nurinq his tern
Ice, nm sponsored the first city affirmative action
- \ii as ﬂntlni for and mtl the deciding vote to
n ign. s public lm gave rise
. rst bl nilu r.nur in Champaign, and the
lﬁi clusion of minorities in local governmant affairs.
reless efforts over a 20 year period resulted in the
) II‘II know as Oak/ s hillﬂln “t
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Mr. Johnson has received numerous honors and awards. Among these, he
was the first recipient of the William Chalmer Award for Public Services,
and the 1984 recipient of the Citizen of the Year Award presented by the
Champaign County Urban League.

Presently, as an active member, he supports the work of the Concerned
Citizens for a Better Neighborhood, which was the winner of the Governor's
Home Town Award. He is also a member of the Garden Hills - Spaulding
Community Citizens' Group and the Black Community Network of Champaign
County. He ls currently the chair of the Eads Street Development
Corporation, which is concerned with redevelopment of low-income areas in
Champaign County.

Mr. Johnson has been a factor in every major decision in the black
experience of Champaign County for the past thirty years, and through his
persistence has had a considerable impact on the course of racial

cooperation in Champaign County.




Biography
dehn Lee Johnson

John Lee started ks comrmmity services at 17 He o a hifclong rosedent of Chempaign Uthars and a
memiber of 1959.1960 cless st Urbana High School. He staned his community invelvemein with an early
Mﬁ:ﬁnﬂ Roy William. Hoy and Johe began thetr friendship is the ealy 50°s Both were known

their commumiry for fighting the police patrols i the Black commmmity They were kmown s mon:
aditional comumunity leaders in thar they spoke againg the vaditional Black leadership and ook ot all
segroents of the general community in questioning police management and quality of bit in the Black

Hi

Jobn came to the Universiy comemmity in the easly 60 seckung suppon from the NAACF oa & charge
hat be had excited a riot which had caused an iagury to @ member of the Champaign Police Department. It
was during this experience that John came face to face for the first time with the campus expericnce and
noliced bow unorganized the Black student body was in 1967 From b visat o the compus soliitng legal
defense fimds be dacaded with b friend Bov Willams and & thisd friend Petey Rassimuasen, & graduste
sudent tn mathematics. 10 forns the Poople’s Poverty Boord (1963-69)  Through the People's Povery
Beoard John worked to organize the Rlacks on campus b0 3 group that exprewsed 2 preater mterest in the
jmues facing Black America than the day to day iwues facmg students in the pursuit of ther education. In
1967 he organized the firt Black cultute weekend on campus dedicated lo the spint and pund of Afncan
American people. Thos was supporied by the People’s Foverty Board wmiting one of e first modern
mewspapers exclusively for Black smudents called the Spectrum. In Spectrum Mr. Johnson wrote a poem o
ilack students called “The Fighting Black [lhn: ,* in which be drew pamallel mio the tormoils bt were
going on in communities in Dlack Amenca o the falic manguibty that he fell was fsied on campus
among Black students. Johnsor proposed to Black students that they organize themsilves into o political
foree ind daved them to join and establish the Black Srudent Avocistion (BSA), oae of the firal 1 be
snbiihed i the ration 8t 3 Lard grant unmveruty, BSA was stansd m 1966

He proposed 1o the University through BSA, that the Afncan- American undergraduste popalanon wis
aemalley than that of the Afncan graduate student populanan. Jobnson afleged thar this was ridioulous and
ponstitted i form of discrimanation agninst African Amercan studsnis. Working through BSA Johnson
otgpenized Project 300, which he recrusted over 100 applecanh from the Champaign.1thans commaniny
Working from his experience at the Hillel Foundation Johmson proposed through BSA 10 the Umversiy
fhat 3 cultural cenicr be established 1o aid Blacks int ihewr transinos from thee commumty through the
Liarveriity cxpenience. This was dooe m [958, The expenieacs: of the Jewnish stodents and their culbural
program. inspired John t0 work towards o similer ennty for African American students. [n 1947 he

the Chancelior concerming the need for o culural progrum for Bleck siudenss. The Afro-
American Coltural Program for Black studenty s e Ulniveriaty of [inods was founded m 1968, Johnson
worked to break down the barriers to Afncan Americans to the various unions of the Universsty and helped
10 establish the Affirmative Action Department on campus, the Clerical Learner program, and 1o emend the
University Merit Systemn nules that gramed Blacks entry level engployment w0 e University, In 1970
Jobnson esmblished the Community Advocacy Depot (CADJ-2 collaboration between the school of
Architecture and the Department of Plannuing wotkong in the Blac b communm, thun uoderiook the redesgn
_m of the Black ghesio in Northeas Champaign, This was goal was aclieved berween 1970
and 1990, This program is responsible for the Oak/Ash area and the North First St Project. which s
currently -:_-ku owards completion [t also desgned and advocanred the first smphe-famuly derached
public housing units built o Champaign County  Johason wan the firs oonstudent African- American
‘rm 10 serve on Graduate Student Asiociation (GSA) and Undergraduaic Snident Ansocaton (UGSA)
gow boards snd the [llini Limon Progrem Actvimes Boand He worked 1o open the doon o Umiversiny
f /Men's Old Gyms and the English Building),

on has consulied and been 8 guest lecner i sumerous departmenss over four decades and comtinues

i _mwwmwma Office of the Chancellor and the Office of the Mayors of



Black Commumnity MNetwork

(30 black professional and retired persons who meet
on a monthly basis to discuss issues affecting the
black commmnity)

Community Advocacy Depot (1970-79)
(Provided technical assistance to cammunity based
groups, individuals., and goverrment on issuas of
enviromment, land use, housing, and the economy.)
= Developed first review of R-U District,
University of Illinois
= Designed and initiated clearance of




Northeast Champaign Youth Movement

:mmiﬁﬂathmtﬂhlltrqmn
redirect their energies towards it

comamnity involvement.) -

Plain Truth
(First black newspaper serving northeast C-U.)

Co-directed low-income family planning project for
National Urban League, Family Services, and
National Child Study Association to equip
low-income families to meet the challenges of
urban life.

Director, C-U Social Service Program, Dept. of
Mental Health, Adler Center Zone V (1965-67)
(Assisted families in combating the impact of
poverty on the mental health of the family.)

First recipient, Chalmer Awerd for Public Service
Merican Civil Liberties Union (1985)




John Lee Johnson is a $9-year resident of the Champaign-Urbana community. For almost
four decades, he has worked serving the Champaign-Urbana area through a vanety of
economic development programs to redevelop the low 10 moderate neighborhood of the
Champaign-Urbana area  Mr. Johnson was an carly advocate of a strong neighborhood
based participation program in the city of Champaign's first urban renewal program in the
carly 1960s

Mr. Johnson orgamized the Concerned Citizens committee, a community based group of
citizens who monitored the city's urban renewal activities, and organized the Concerned
Citizen/Interfaith Churches, a non-profit Housing corporation.  This organization sponsored
the first FHA 236 housing community of which consisted of 98 apartments within the aity's
urban renewal program. In addition, 1o the concerned citizens commitiee, Mr. Johnson
marketed 12 FHA 135 single family detached homes in the Champaign Urban Rencwal
Project. These activities contributed to the city of Champaign becoming one of the few
communitics of America ever 10 close-out an urban renewal program.

To address the continued development needs of low income residents of the Champaign
Urbana area, Mr. Johnson established in 1969, the CAD, Community Advocacy Depot. The
mm:mmmmmﬂmsmﬂﬂm

m;mmwwmmm All aspects of
design and redevelopment was supervised by Mr. Johnson with the actual plan being
articulated by him before the Champaign City Council. Duning the tenure penod that the
CAD cxisted, Mr. Johnson worked in numerous states and on commutiees providing a hosts
of technical suppont addressing neighborhood redevelopment and affordable housing

For the past twenty years, Mr. Johnson has been involved in the redevelopment of
neighborhoods in the Champaign-Urbana area through advocacy work with the ates of
Champaign and Urbana - Community Development Block Grant Annual Planning which
has contribuied 1o a very strong community rencwal policy in the twin cities.

In addition, he has developed a strong partnership with the banking communitics through
use of the Community Reinvestment Act. He was one of the first outspoken cntics of the
lending policies within our banking community My Johnson's efforts established numerous
CRA commitices within Champaign's banking svsticms, and began a parnership with hanks
1o expand affordable housing through the Federal Home Loan Bank of Chicago and the
Ilinois Housing Trust Fund In the past ten years, Mr Johnson has developed a multi-bank
partnership along with a consortium of local governments in Champaign and Urbana 10
new affordable homes under a program called HOMEbuwild We are now into the
mmﬂl‘h:muﬂﬂ 20 homes in this phase Mr

o | o 140 homes in total, and has prepared and has had approved

us applications to local government for CBG and HOME funds and numerous




team for the development of affordable housing and ncighborhood revitalization  His tcams
have been supported by extensive bank morigage funds and local government partiCpaton



Historical Brief:

John Lee Johnson
Program Manager, lllinois Center for Citizen Involvement
Birth, 1941 to Present, 2001

parsonal Background

John L. Johnson was born to Thomas Delux Johnson and Mamie Carr Johnson on
August 7, 1941 in the Champaign County Hospital which is now the Champaign County
Nursing Home. He was the seventh of twelve children, and they all dwelled in a two-
bedroom frame home located at 201 E. Columbia Street, Champaign, IL. (Now known
as the Oak-Ash area.) Along with other youths of that neighborhood, their playground
was the Northfork Railroad track and the lllinols Central track, the junkyards, alleyways,
and vacant of their neighborhood. As a child, Mr. Johnson constantly asked his mother
why they lived in such a small home.. . why it was so dark at night in their
neighborhood... why didn't they have things for play. These discussions later had a
profound impact on John Lee's life,

He attended the Champaign segregated elementary school system. He entered
Lawhead Elementary School at the corner of Fifth and Grove streets. In the late 40's,
he went 1o Williard Middie School at the corner of Fifth and Church streets. He was
described as a very talkative child whom the teachers had to constantly get after for his
attention. He was generally liked by his fellow students, and he was constantly
students to him to hear the imaginary stories and tales he told to entertain
and himself. He entered Champaign Jr. High School as his first integrated school
m in the early 50's where he continued to talk and entertain, While at the
‘same time his curiosity grew as he made comparisons between his neighborhood and
those he would walk through going to and from home on his way to school, He
| be seen by his neighborhood friends and peers as an exceptional person
Plﬂ for gab and his imagination, He was known by the nickname of
Mm Which denotes a person who possessed an endless flow of talk, just
Im-r ftﬂilnulumﬂuﬂfnrJol'lnLHlnhnldmuntnthnllluwaniml throughout
sl - Mhll‘lﬂmlldmnlbolﬂﬂldnwu poking fun at them, and simply
A ﬁ'.ﬂ,np,r_j ‘fl‘ﬂm those things that ha may have seen during that day. These
| o d throughout his educational Iﬂl and when his family moved from 201
v ._u,, Ch %ﬁ'&' 10 1408 W. Dublin St., Urbana, IL in 1855, John transferred

R Al e h'#”‘wf]" LT R i

-uring his two years ex HM% . John Lee learned a greater
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had done in the early years of his life. During his time in school he again became a

; of conversation, being known by the teachers and the student body as
charismatic person who could speak on any subject. Often he would lead the debates
in his classroom. More than not, teachers turned away from him to encourage other
children to participate in the discussions. John possessed termific talent for drawing
poetry and was among the leading art students at Urbana High School. During this
period, John also continued his campaign of open neighborhood talks, he found himself
with members of the Champaign Police Department who felt he talked too much, and
did not like the idea that he held court, and would routinely publicly criticized their
actions in his neighborhood

Throughout his teenage life and into aduithood, he continued to be in conflict with some
elements of the Champaign Police Department who resented his relationship to his
community. It was not unusual to find John Lee Johnson being arrested every weekend
on charges of interfering with the duties of a police officer or exciting nots. This became
so commonplace that anytime John Lee appeared on the scene, that a Champaign
Police squad car pulled up, he was arrested. No matter how many times this repeated
itself, John Lee Johnson always returned for more

First Community Activities

The basis from which John Lee Johnson gained his knowledge and expanded the
knowledge about his community came from a twenty-year relationship with a
neighborhood friend, Roy Williams. This fnendship was unique because the two were
inseparable. Everywhere you saw John Johnson, you saw Roy Williams. Their
parinership was such that their whip was so enormous, people would gather just to hear
their commentary on random topics which they requested Johnson and Williams to
speak upon for their enlightenment. Their duo found them involved with the Interfaith
Council and the desegregation of the Champaign schools. They were the leading voice
In opposition to the Northeast Urban Renewal Program and they were a voice against
the University of lllinois campus, and the lack of equal opportunity afforded the Black
community of Champaign. This duo created the first sustained Black newspaper in
northeast Champaign, “The Plain Truth." They established the People's Poverty Board,
and for the first time created an integrated progressive coalition. Mr. Peter Rasmussen
became the first non-black person who worked in northeast Champaign addressing the
palitical problems that the Peoples Poverty Board discussed in the issues of Black
youth. Mr. Johnson brought together all of the Black youth group except one in this
-area, calling them the Northeast Champaign Youth Movement in an effort to engage
m in a series of issues that were community related and self-related issues for them
s growing youngsters. This was during the 60's where gang violence escalated itself
hﬂi&m communities of Champaign, Mr. Johnson challenged the NEYM to
Uecome responsible by changing their names to the Blanks and demanding that they
_€am their roles as young Black citizens. He then organized the Black Revolutionary

aty. He again challenged the members of the Blanks to become positive images for

communities by being instruments of significant social change. As this moved
ad, the People’s Poverty Board moved to the University of fllinois to seek
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membership that would assist and allow them to gain greater access in the University.
The Black Student Association (BSA) was organized by the People of Poverty Board in
an effort to give greater racial clarity and a political meaning to Blacks who were
attending the University's Urbana campus. The Plain Truth wrote one of the first Black
newspapers for the campus for which John Lee contributed several poems. In

particular, “The Fighting Black Illini.”

This entry into the University opened the doors for a series of University based
community activities. A meeting with the chancellor in which greater employment
access was demanded which created the Learner Program, Clerical Training program,
and access to trade craft programs. In addition, the People’s Poverty Board demanded
that the University be opened to the youth of Northeast Champaign and to non-student
Blacks just as it was opened to non-student Whites. In support of this discussion,
leaders of local groups from the Black community which composed the leadership of the
Black Revolutionary Party met with the chancellor. They requested his assistance in
speaking to the Champaign City council and the Champaign Park board to expand the
facility at Douglas Center and to improve the recreational facility for African-American
children in Northeast Champaign. The Black Revolutionary Party also met with Mr. Ed
Nesitigan, the program director of the campus YMCA, where they asked for the use of
the campus space as a recreational site facility for themselves. This became the first
campus YMCA and Black community relationship.

Highlights of Employment, Activism and Advocacy*

« Johnson takes job with Adler Zone Center, State Mental Health Department, as an
advocate for the poor in examining methods to strengthen and improved mental

» Johnson established the Concerned Citizen committee, the first sustained
community organization to have an open public forum covered by the press where
issues of race and poverty were discussed.

* Johnson established the Community Advocacy Depot as the first instrument by
‘which the Black community could participate and take control of urban renewal

~aclivities in the northeast areas of Champaign. The CAD was the first community
ud 9Enae of architect partnership in our nation where it was controlled by the

vorked to establish the Special Education Opportunities program in 1967 to
enroliment at the undergraduate level at the University of lllinois.

50 local youth to attend the University of lllinois.
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Nesitigan, the program director of the campus YMCA, where they asked for the use of
the campus space as a recreational site facility for themselves. This became the first
campus YMCA and Black community relationship

Highlights of Employment, Activism and Advocacy-

* Johnson takes job with Adler Zone Center, State Mental Health Department, as an
::ﬁta for the poor in examining methods to strengthen and improved mental

* Johnson established the Concerned Citizen committee, the first sustained
community organization to have an open public forum covered by the press where
issues of race and poverty were discussed.

* Johnson established the Community Advocacy Depot as the first instrument by
which the Black community could participate and take control of urban renewal
activities in the northeast areas of Champaign. The CAD was the first community
Hl'_ld Hlﬂ'lqni of architect partnership in our nation where it was controlled by the
community.

* Johnson worked to establish the Special Education Opportunities program in 1967 to
expand Blacks enroliment at the undergraduate level at the University of lllinois.

* Johnson recruits 150 local youth to attend the University of lllinois.
* In 1966, Johnson was named Staff Organizer for Project Enable which provided a
. fﬂl_' education and neighborhood action for a better living environment, the first
mm effort to eradicate household poverty sponsored by the Urban League of
-2 Mmad by Champaign citizens that his Black Revolutionary Party was
| Séﬂlmfurﬂu Black Panther Party. ey
‘ ;f--‘ﬂ“_ 150N | the first comprehensive post-school ram for Black youth at
five elementary schools in the Urbana-Champaign area inppér:?tnamhip with tlr:



: University of lllinois, Parkland College, Mass Transit Authority and the local school
. Jmmn runs for seat on the Champaign City Council in 1972
elected District Representative to become the first Black district

representative in Champaign County.

« Johnson aiters Affirmative Action plan for the city of Champaign, Ordinance 1300,

« Johnson proposes the city housing authority.

« Johnson demands greater affirmative action for African-Americans in all phases of
dtyguvﬂmm-ﬂnt setting the stage for the first Black Chief of Police, Bill Dye.

» Johnson co-authored the first landlord/tenant ordinance which was approved in
Urbana.

« Johnson demanded the redevelopment of the eastside of District 1

« Johnson calls the siting of the Police Department located at First and University

« Johnson urged the city to redevelop the Oak-Ash area which is now the Martin
Luther King subdivision.

= Johnson develops Bradley Park apartments, the first central state 236 subsidized
low-income housing development.

» Johnson develops 235 single family detached homes to closeout the first city urban
renewal program.

» Johnson blocks the use of UDAG funds for downtown development and city
reapplies the funds for first-time homebuyers

s (CAD designs the first HUD approved single family detached public housing for
Champaign.

e« (CAD completes design research for a cost-effective new Douglas Center.
CAD proposes the first eastside redevelopment plan for North First Street

¢ Johnson proposes the first comprehensive plan for the redevelopment of the Eads at
Lincoln area in Urbana.

s The first Federal Home Loan Bank housing in the northeast area of Champaign is
developed by Johnson.

» Johnson examines the educational performance of Black children in the Champaign

and Urbana schools on a continual basis.

Johnson files complaint to the Office of Civil Rights for the educational performance

of African-American children in the Champaign school in 1997

= Greater civil rights are sought by Johnson for African-American children and their
parents in public schools of Champaign 1n 1998,

* Johnson becomes the first facilitator for the city of Champaign to redevelop the
North First Street area.

= -hhnnon offers the first redistricting map for the Urbana Board of Education
-"-:L'.- Mhﬂ vote cast by Johnson to unionize the city's workforce.




