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\I List Program , 
I, 


\' F 0; Center ! 
·1 


1 Benefit 
I --, f Pro~ram for the beneftt p;iven by 
~ UI chapte," of Beta Theta Pi fra· 
, tunlty Iroll1 ; to 6 p. m., Sund~y, 


: , wil1.pre~ent a "ariety DC entcrt:uu. 
:ment. The hcueil.t is lJeing itiven in 
lall attempt to raIse funds for a I 
Community Reel'callon center for i 
colored men In ·the armed force s. \ 
Ihy E. Hines Is master DC cere-
I:IOll~':!I:._. ____ . ____ . ____ •. __ . } 
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To Be Honored Tuesday 
MOlhcl'~ of all Champaign-Ur


bana men in nllHlary and naval 
.service-and pal'lleularly Gold Star ' 
;11lothers-wi\l be honored Tuesday 
[night at a "Vl!:tory week" ,,,,,,'.m 
istartlng at 7:30 p. m. In Chamber' 
' of Conlmerce squlwe. 


Mrs. Smith Wlsegarver wHi 
,speak on behalf oC tbe commuulty, 
I (oHowia,.;: s pecial musical selec· 


by the Bethel A. M. E. church 
and Jane Morrow and Neva 


accompanied by Julius 
M the plano. Mrs. H. F. IR,,,,';,,,, wHl p!'eslde over the pro· 


I '"::~;~~:':~;~:;, ulght a. "Youth Dedl-
program will be presented 
m. by Recreation Director 


: ; 'i.jl~:Si:~,:~:;~'; Members oC the Boy Girl Scouts, and 4,H clubs 
.~. from parks oC the city 


.':' .~.: ' ,!,,;~:;;;:;~~':,;rom West Side park to : . of Commerce 
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Dr, Cha'rles A . Carman) t, ~, 
Bethel Choir Slated t 
At Rantoul Union 
Church Program 


July ll-(USC)- ' 
dllullie feature prOi;nl.n1 ha~ " 


II.rtklnged tOI' the weekly oPen·


r
" 


. chu!'ch service here Sun· , 


. with Doctor Charles A. Car· • 
lILan. noted Chicago Baptist minis· ~: , 
leI' Npeaking. and the Bethel '. 
A. M. 1::. choil', Champaign. pre· 
senling a music program. 


The ,erv!ce will begin at ':30 
m. al the Rantoul grade school 
E. Skadden Is In charge oC this 


w e ek' ~ service and will be asSist· .. 
ed by Lieutenant Colonel Claude ' . 
Hal'key, new head chaplain at Cha- .. " 


representing the chaplaln's 


-" ls customary. the pul>llc ad· ;. 
system will be used, 50 that }' 
(amWes can remain \n their -:'" 


and listen to the program. . ~ . 


I,~: 
!:" 


Baptist conventlon. --1, 
.~ Is the professional bl·other· 


of all ministers of the var!· <' 


chu!'ehes throughout the 36-f) 
aC!lHated v:itb the Northern f.. 


conventioD. 
is also·. presldeDt of the mr· 
Bapt\sr ' State cDDventlon. 
_comprlui-apmembetl;hlp 01 


!~ 


r 


500 churches throughout the :~7 
state of lI!inols. . .~: 


In addltloll to his pastoral duo '.; 
I as the pastor of the MOl'gan 


Park Baptist church oC Chlca,o, 
he serves on the faculty oC the 
Northern Baptist Theological semi
nary as proCessor or hom\letlc3. 
Frequent Youth Speaker 


He has been a frequent and pop· 
ular speaker before many Youth 
Congresses, summel' assemblies 
and state conventions throuthout 
the middle west. 


A special musical program will 
be presented In the nature oC a 
sacred concert by the Bethel choll·. 
This unique mustcal program Is 
making Its fourth appearance as a 
muslca! feature of the open ail' 
union service, In Rantoul. 
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. Rev~ Elsa :raborn, fo~er 4th St. ,Participatinfin ,the cere~ 
i~'"",; of Bethel 'AME Church, rno~y,' from the ' left,I~~re Gene 


the 'first ' shovelful of dirt ,Suggs, trustee'; the ',Rev. C. M., 
, for a ; new' ~.urch · ,at. g~?und~ Curry, pastor; ,the .Rev. Mr. Ta~ .. It, will 
breaking ce~emonies here Sun- born; the Rev. G. "V. Brewer, day' 
day, The ne~$60.000 structure presiding elder, ,apd. 'c. A. Mar- , doors, 
is to be eretted adjacent to 'the J tin, chairman for the ground- lUtchen and 
:pres¢nt.B,th'l Church ""-,l--=O=~..:.N" .• ~-.:.,~· ',-:~ { - ~ . 








Champaign church reports scarl' 
CHAMPAIGN - Police 8fe investigating a sus


pected fraud in which someone claiming to be a 
minister's daughter took money from a Cham
paign church. 


Officials at the Bethel African MethodIst Epis
copal Church, 401 E. Park St., C, reported that 
they were persuaded to send money to the woman 
for a car repair, according to Champaign police 
Lt. Jerry Gamble. The money came from a 
church account. 


The church was recently called by a man who 
claimed to be a minister of another AME church 
and told the local church that his daughter was 
moving to Champaign, Gamble said. 


On Monday, the local church was called by a 
woman claiming to be the minister's daughter. 
She said her car was broken down in Ohio. She 
asked the church to wire money for repairs to an 
address in Silver Springs, Md., which she claimed 
was the corporate office of the place where her 
car was supposedly being repaired, Gamble said. 


The woman never showed up and the church 
then contacted police. 








African contributions to be focus 
URBANA - A Bible study based on African con· 


tributions to religion starts Jan. 29 at the Universi-


ty of lIlinois. 
The five-part study based on the idea that every


one descended from "Eve," a woman who lived in 
Africa, will be taught by the Rev. Eugene Barnes 
from Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Champaign. 


The African American Cultural Program at the 
VI is sponsoring the program. 


Sessions, all starting at 7 p.m., are on Jan. 29, Feb. 
5, Feb. 12, Feb. 19 and Feb. 26 at 708 S. Mathews 
Ave., U. Participants should bring a Bible as a study 
guide. 


Further information is available from Barnes at 
403-0917. 
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• Reli Ion 
Church to honor 
local woman, its 
1 st black pastor 


Religion calendar 


CHAMPAIGN - A reception in 
Evanston this Sunday will honor 
a Champaign woman in celebra
tion of her third anniversary as 
pastor there. ' 


The reception for the Rev. Bren
da J. Little will be at " p.m. at 
Bethany Baptist Church of Christ 
at 1225 Elmwood Ave., Evanston. 


The event is part of Cham· 
paign-Urbana, 
Illinois Day at 
the church, CUl
minating a 
weeklong anni· 
versary celebra
tion at Bethany 
Baptist, and all 
Champa ign-Ur
baDa area resi
dents are invit
ed to attend. 


Little is the 
daughter of 
James and Syl LITTU! 


via Williams of Champaign. 
She is the first African·Ameri· 


can woman to serve as pastor at 
Bethany Baptist in its 64-year his
tory and the only black female 
Baptist pastor in Evanston. 


Little graduated from Cham
paign High School in 1959 and 
holds a master's of divinity de
gree from Northern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary. She was induct
ed into the Smithsonian Institute 
in 1992 as a pioneer in the minis
try among African-A merican 
women. 


For more Information and di
rections to the church, call (708) 
475-9347. 


[ 


, 








A LITTLE YOUNG 
Donna Kay Rivers, 4, daugh- neth O. Stratton, 401 E. Church 


ter of Mr, and Mrs. Allen Rivers St., at a Tom Thumb wedding 
rTf., J06'h. E. Ells St., becomes Sunday in Bethel AME Church. 
lhe "bride" of Denise Stratton, The "minister" is Beslie Strat-


IDB of Mr. and Mni. Ken- ton,. The Tom Thumb wedding 


play was presented by the Jun
ior Missionary Society of the 
church. 


__ ,(Phol.o by Geni Suggs~. 








_. The Banks Working As a Team 
by Wardlne Waddell 


The two-story green house 
stood quietly at 302 E. Washing
ton St. in Champaign, unaware of 
its visitor. But Mrs. Ida Banks 
knew I was comi ng. After knock
ing twice, she appeared at the 
door and motioned me to the 
dining room table. I sat down and 


. began my 30 minutes of light 
questions. 


There is nothing ext raordinary 
about the quiet , demure BO-year 
old black woman. Yet there wa~, 
something warm and str iking 
about her modesty-her dedica
tion to her husband and to the 
church-a Qyality deserving of 
praise. 


Mrs . Banks, the former loa 
Clements, was born in Monti
cello, Georgia. She married Daw
son Banks , Sr. back i(1 '917. In 
1925 they moveo to Champaign. 
She and her husband now own 
and have resided at their present 
address for about 26 years. . . . 
. { 


For 40 years Mrs. Banks has 
been a member of the Bethel 
African Method ist Episcopal 
Church in Champaign. She has 
been active as a missionary for 35 
years. She also belongs to the 
Helping Hand Club, an org~niza
tion of women which raises 
money for the church. 


Mrs. Banks' dedicati on to 
helping others, however, does 
not stop here. She is also a 
member of the War Mothers Club. 


. The club, she says, was orga-
nized around 1943, just before 
World War II had ended. She says 
the Champaign-Urbana unit con
cent rates their efforts on helping 
veterans at the Veterans Admini
stration Hospital in Danville. She 
says they gille parties for the 
men ... served .cookies, punch, 
and prollided gum and cigarettes. 


"We wou ld take them books to 
read and gllle them clothes. But 
we don't take clothes anymore," 
she recalled. Looking beyond her 


• 


• 


\ 
Mr. and Mrs. Banks on their 50th anniversary 


5 __ 


. . 
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M~ ~[~~IGE~ 
Dr. Charles A. Carman, 
Bethel Choir Sla ted 
At Ran toul Union 
Church P rogram 


It .... NTQUt.. JIIly 
A ,1uUljl~ featu r e \lro/;rllnL 
ll~cn IIrnlnged foJ' the weekly 


church lcrvlce here 
with Doctor Charlu A. 


noted Chicago BapU,t m;'I~':;! : 
lIlltlkln¥". and the B 


M. K choir, Champal,", 
• Inusic progl'am. 


The ~ervlce will begin 111 •• < •• < ' e 
In. at the RantouL grade 
E. Skadden Is In charge or 


week'~ aervlce and will be ... ",1· 1', 
ed by Lieutenant Colonel 


Harkey. new head '~,~:,":;h':;'. ~::~;~; nu,te, represenllng the 
cor\'li . 


As Is CU!lomary, the public 
dress .ystem will be used, .0 
many Canlllies Clln remain In 
cars aud listen to the program. 
Noted Minister 


DoctO\' Carman Is the 
the Ministers' Council of 


BapUst convent ion, 
II the prQfeulonal hl'otber· 


ot all minister. oC the vad· 
chul·ches throughOut the 36 


aCCillated "fUh lI,e Northern 


oC the 


throughout 


hi' pastoral 
as the pastor or the MOI·gan 


Parlt BapUst church ot Ch icago. 
he Berves on the faculty or the 
Northern Baptist Theological I 
nary as protessor ot homlletlc3. 
F~cquent Youth Speake~ 


He hall been a Crequent and 
ular speaker before many 


Congresses. summel· ':,;:::;:,~::I 
and state conventions tl 
the mlddlewest. 


A special lIluslcal pl·otl·am 
be presented in the nature at a 
uCI·ed concert by the Bethel choir. 
This unique mU$lcal proeram Is 
lIlaklll;- Its fourth appearance as 
mllslcal feat lire ot the open 
IInlon stTvices In Rantoul. 


l 
\ 
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. AT BETHEL BANQUET 
MI1I. Herman Jordan, fourth 


from left, was the speaker Sat
urday night at the annual Ailen
lJncoln-Douglas banquet at Be-


thel AME Church. Fro m the 
left are Mrs. MaUle Bishop, mis
tress. of ceremonies; Mrs. C. M. 


" 
'. 


' ~\~\Ia\ 


Curry: the Rev. Mr. Curry,: 
Mrs. Jordan, Herman Jordan 
and Mrs. Cecil Bridgewater. 








Gl't - 0 ItfiAN A ()O (J ltTrJ -


reen 
Follow Early Services 


~arty Easter Breakfasts 
, ·.fJI 


\ . 


Charles A. Marlin, Romaine 
Martin and Simon Jones. left to 
right, get cooking utensils ready 
for the bacon and 


breakfast that will 'be served mg. Members of the ' M~n's 
after sunise service . at Bethel Brotherhood of the church will 
AME Church this Easter morn- serve the breakfast. 


'. .' 
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~ Champaign church marking 136th year 
By The NewI-Gazette 


CHAMPAIGN - Bethel Afri
can Methodist Episcopal 
Church will celebrate Its 136th 
anniversary on Sunday. 


The church at 401 E. Park 
Ave., C, calls itself the oldest 
black church in the Champaign
Urbana area. 


Momingstar Freewill Baptist 
Church in Urbana celebrated its 
88th anniversary as the oldest 
black church in Urbana during 
February. 


Bethel AME plans to start its 
anniversary program at 3:30 
p.m. with music from its own 
choir and the choir from St. 


John AME Church in Indianapo· 
lis. 


The Rev. Charles Jackson of 
Bethel AME and the Rev. 
James Daniels Sr. of St. John 
AME will preside. 


More information is available 
from Shirbie Faulkner, chair
woman, at 356-7393. 








Brief histories of local black churches 
• Bathe! African Methodist Episcopal Church: The oldest 


black church It. Champaign-urbana. Bethel AME at 'l-Ol E. Park 
St., C, is part of a denommatlon that dates back to the early 
17005 in Philadelphia. 


Before this country was rounded, 
the African Methodist Episcopal de
nominatIon was organized by a 
slave named Richard Allen after he 
led a walk-out at the 51. George's 
Methodist church in Philadelphia. At 
that church, black members could 
sit only in the balcony and could not 
take commUnfon until after the 
whites. They were also not allowed 
to worship before the attar. 


Allen held his first church meet
ings in a blacksmith shop, preach
Ing from behind an anvil. Today the 
anvil remains a part of the AME 
church symbol. There are AME 


THE REV. W.T. WHITSITT 


churches around the world today, said the Rev. John Nettles Jr' r 


minister at Bethel. AME is widely held to be the oldest black 
denomination in America. 


• At 500 E. Park St., C. Salem IS the 
.;;:-~;;;':;O;I I Champaign-Urbana and was organ-
ized in 1867 with help from white Baptist churches here and In 
Mahomet. The old portion of the church dates back to the turn of 
the -;entury and is the longest-standing black Church in the 
cor,,;ll unity. " large brick addition with a new sanctuary and 
meeting roOl''-IS Has completed three years ago. 


• St, LUKe Christian Methodist Episcopal : The CME denom
ination was started 10 iennessee In 1870. CIV!~, which stood for 
Colored Methodist Episcopal until 1954, sprang from a predomi
nantly white Methodist denomination called the Methodist EpIsco
pal South. 


The S1. Luke CME Church at 809 N. Fjfth St., C, was organized 
in 1909. Most of the members of the origina l congregation came 
from Kentucky. One of its first ministers, the Rev. W.T . Whitsitt. 
was a tall, lanky man who could have passed for white. but Joined 
the movement to create a local church for his people. 


- BECKY MABRY 








HEAR PROF. EUBANKS 


Four lOOIDbers ~ Bethel urday night !Jocom-Alleo- ' Rev. Blaine Ramsey, Mrs. 
AME Church talk with Prof. Douglass banquet, in the Brass ' Nettie Cook and Mrs, Wilda 
Robert k. Eubanks, right, Rail Restaurant. From left Herndon. 
~er at_ the cbtircb's Sat- are Mrs. Carl Nelson, the 


_ : .' oJ--


Bethel AME Member. Told: 


Negro Hardships Could 
Open Door to Greatness 


Opportunity is there but "we aU these men had iD common opportunity for a promotion 
"'USUally don't recognize it be- was their relaUonshlp to the his· a nicer bouse . .. or jWlt the 
.. cause it goes around .earing tory of the American Negro and portunity to brIng a 'smile to 


overalls and looking like _ bard their achlcvement of greatness face of another human being." 
work," a speaker told Bethal ''by ta.king advantage of the op.. Prof Eubanla observed 
AME Church members Saturday portunities presented to them. o~Ues are found in 
night . 0pp0rtunItift; There places, at borne. at work 
• Robert A. Eubanks, ,Unlver. ''There are all kinds of op- chureh. ~·, ··· II 


~ sUy of Dllnols engineenng pro- portuniUes - big ones like op- "In .. h Id 
lessor, spoke to the church mem- portunity for peraonal success in ch~~me w~rs, tfu S8f'~'~~1 1 
bers at their annual LincOln-AI. We and opportunity to he1p olb· in th" 13 an d:res g 


~ Jen-Douglass Banquet in Brass ers achieve bappine&s and con- lean:: re::; or us as 
Rail restaurant tentment. Smaller ones like the egr . 
... Prof .• EubankJ jiotEd. that , he I .;'" ~ • ·~It baa been a major ",",,:e~t 


"was not trying to play down the P d UF of solace and _CO'~""C!;!ort .. !'C .m.f." 
bW'den.s of being a Negro In ropose Hves wben the .. 
America. ''The trouble is that lean freedom and 
we don't see the thing in Its cor- Ch T ld ed to carry • 'White 
_1Igbt. ange 0 .......... 51do .. Coin 


\ ''The white American bas , "It has been a major .~'''''11 
forced us to Hve in cold, ~dy Jack Coyle, director of tho of leadership in out aihl 
houses. That toughens us up. United Fund of Cb . ".... chi th ••• - Is of All of this "should made us ampaJgll ......... • a eve e ISw=o.wea 
. ty. Friday told a Red Cross American Dream and baa 


give more aUention to good ~~: board meeting of the proposed rushed raUying points' lor 
caUoD and good work bablts, UF coosUtuUonal change that light. 
the speaker added. would affect member agencies " 
Chance for Superiority wbo conduct drives for o~ But there, Is another side 


_ "U "look the ...... 8~in .. expenses the colD. Sometimes we have 
,~ you at pl"""re """'6 ' come so concerned with 
' .. this way, you will see that tbe The ~endment. to be pre- theology of the Church and 


white American is try~ to d~ sen~ la er to the fund's board satisfied with the prospect 
velop us into a supenor ;ace. of directors, stipulates that everlasting redemption that 
AU we bave to do Is casb 1D on member agencies may not make ccept tb indigniti and 
OIH' opportunities." their own soUcltations for oper- a intm e Is bleb es uff 


. aUng expenses appo en w we s er 
, Tbe dinner is beld annually to CUrrenUy ~ember agendes morlallife with a crippling 


. bo!W Abraham Llncoln; Fred- ar not .n':"ed in ndu, their placency." 
enck Douglass, a Negro and e lUlU.... co c 
prime force in the American own geoeral drives, ~ some Prof. ~ank8 urged ~~:;: I I 


_ abolitionist movement, and Rich- do coUec~. funds for operating verance 1D bousing and eJ 


~ ard Allen, founder of the AIrl-~· A Red Cross spokes- ment and caUed!C~or,_~~:!,:~~~~ 
can Methodist Episcopal Church. man S8ld he felt the ameJ?dment correspondence 


was an attempt to clarify the to "overcome the two 
Prof. Eubanks ,aid that about United Fund constitution. against you.' '' 








'. 
REUGION 
CALENDAR 


tii Nue ·W' 


Events 
o Bethel African Methodist Epis


copal Church, 401 E. Park Ave., C: 
lincoln·Douglas-Alien Founder's Ban
quet, 6:30 p.m. Feb. 3, Chancellor 
Hotel, 1501 S. Neil St., C. Speaker: 
Keith O. Nelson, assistant warden in 
charge of education and programs at 
Dixon CcrrectiofHll Center. Nelson 








Boyd, AME's 1 st 
female minister 


1T;<1 r 11 
The Hev, Barbara p, Boyd, the 


first woman ordained a minister of 
the Ali'jean Methodist Episcopal 
Church, hill'! died of injuries suffered 
in a car accident in Mississippi. She 
wa::;79. 


Buyd. who died friday. was a 
graduate of Campbell Colk-ge, 
wiwl'(! she received a divinity de
gree. 


[n 1f)(jI, she was ordflined itiner
ant (·Ider and as:-;igned to Allen 
Temple AME Church in ,/ack,,'m. 
Mi,s.,< .. whf'I'C she tx"GlffiP the fil1't te.
lIlale ·mini.';ler of the denomination. 








', I)A~ 11\0'( LJ-


Bethel AME Church in Champaign has new pastor --\' 
By The News-Qazett. 


CHAMPAIGN - The Rev. Gregory Wilson, who 
has been leading a church in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada, is the new pastor at Bethel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 401 E. Park Ave., C. 


He was assigned to the church by the RiKht Rev. 
Philip Cousin of Chicago, bishop of the 4th District 
of the AME Church. 


Cousin sent the Rev. Charles Jackson, who had 
been at Bethel AME for six years, to St. John AME 
Church in Springfield. 


Wilson served two Ontario churches - Grant 
AME in Toronto and Cousin AMB, named for the 
bishop, in nearby Mississauga - before returning 
to the United States. 


He previously was the pastor at churches in 
Kenosha, Wis., and four churches in Indiana. Wi!· 


WILSON 


son has been cited for increasing 
membership and church commu
nity influence, especially in 
Ontario and Kenosha; co-chairing 
a successful school referendum 
committee in Kenosha that result
ed in construction of a new school 
in a minority area; starting new 
ministries within churches; and 
encouraging 12 students to join the 
ministry. 


He has served in the Army. 
WUson founded SabaytEnterprises, an organiza


tion that educates about African culture and 
African American heritage; and he organized 
EAGLES Vision Ministries, a prophetic ministry 
with an ecumenical base. 


A native of Brooklyn, N.Y., Wilson has studied 
religion, social services, education and communi
cation at colleges in Pennsylvania, New York, 


1IT:~~~~'~~F~1~O~rt~' d~.~.~n~d~G~e0f:r~g~i.~'~H~fce~has a in Penn-
a degree 


management from the 
logical Center in Atlanta. 


He is continuing his education at Trinity College 
of the Bible and Theological Seminary, Newburgh, 
Ind. 


Wilson's wife, the Rev. Brenda Edmonds-Wilson. 
also is an ordained minister. and she has been direc
tor of social services for the Kenosha Salvation 
Army. 


The Wilsons have two grown children,a daughter 
and son, who are active in the church. 








'71t~L <> e 
AME Church 
elects its first 
female bishop 


- 'I 
l , 
I 


'I , 


CINCINNATI (AP) - The na
tion's oldest black church on 
Tuesday night elected the first 
female bishop in the denomina
tion's hi story. . r 


Delegates to the general con
ference of the African Method
ist Episcopal Church elected I 
the Rev. Vashti M cKenzie of 
Baltimore to one of four bishop I 


positions on the second ballot. 
"Because of God's favor, the 


stained glass ceiling has been 
pierced an~ broken," McKenzie 
said. 


McKenzie was one of two 
women among 42 candidates for 
bishop. 








I New C-U pastor gave up politics for preaching 
f <{"to'....... • 


By The News-Gazette 
The Rev. Steven Jackson once 


looked to politics to change the 
world. 


Then he found something bet
ter. 


~I used to think I could save the 
world. ~ recalls the new pastor of 
the Bethel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Champaign. 


"I realized politically that it was 
virtually impossible, simply be
cause you could legislate laws, 
but you COUldn't change attitudes 
or people's morals,~ Jackson said. 


~ 1t had to come from some place 
else. In the midst of that political 
frUStration. 1 just received a call 
to preach." 


Jackson, 39, was appointed to 
the Bethel AME Church at 401 E. 


JACkSON 


Park Ave., C. 
this past March. 
He arrived here 
with his family 
in May. 


Jackson and' 
his wife, Donna, 
have three chil
dren: Tasha, 17, 
Patrick, 9, and 
JoAnna, 6. 


Origina ll y 
from Dayton, 
Ohio, Jackson 
attended Wright 


State University there and re
ceived a bachelor'S degree in po
litical science. 


He was working politically 
there when he received his call to 
the ministry, he said. 


From there, Jackson studied gregation of about 25, rebuilt It 
pastoral ministry and theology both times. . 
for two years at the former Mari· Jackson said he was then ap
on College in Marion, Ind., a Wes- pointed to the Betbel AME 
leyan Bible college now called In- church in ChampaY,sD, after the 
diana Wesleyan. death of a presiding elder in Indi· 


He first started pastoring at the anapolls prompted a reshuffling 
Bethel Church in Long, Ohio, of pastorates. 
where he stayed for about a Jackson said ~e hopes to work 
year. with the local congregation of 


From there, Jackson was ap- about 300 to make the church 
pointed to the Wayman Church in more visible in the community. 
Peru, Ind., and stayed about 3th 
years. 


He then took over as pastor at 
two churches in southern Illinois: 
Model Chapel in Alton and New 
Bethel AME Church in Godfrey. 


The small church in Godfrey 
was burned down by arsonists 
twice. but Jackson and his con-


"We're in the midst of changing 
and doing some things now,~ he 
added. "We're going to be more 
active in the community, in cam
pus ministry. We're just going to 
be h ighly visit /Ie - the church as 
a whole. We'r,~ going to Identify 
the aches and p.!'Iins of the city." 








'----" ;;:;;::;;;;;;;-;-;;; '" """ ....... 
Singing for life /'i .1J .:J!;u,!1D 
Margaret Porter-Wright directs the Bethel AME day at Wesley Foundation, 1203 W. Green St., 
Church choir. The choir will sing at 4 p.m. Sun- U, in a benefit for Jhe Prairie AIDS Foundation. 








THE NEWS·GAZET'TE ..... - . 


LEAD SPECIAL SERVICES. Bethel 
Methodist (AME) Church. Fourth and 
Park, celebrated Men' s and Women'. 
Day. W 0 men in the congregation 
planned and participated in a morning 
worship service, and the men directed 
an afternoon service. In charge of the 


event were , from left, Rev. Chartcl M. 
Curry, pastor ; Mrs. Charlcs M. Curry, 
gucst speaker; Mrs. Wilbern McCurray, 
general Je.die& chairman: and George 
Pope, guest speaker. Not pictured is 
Mn. Sarah Scott, general men' 8 chair .. 
man. . 








, 
2, 196(1 


USH ER BOARD DINNER ,· , 
Mt. Olive Baptist Church usb


~r board sponsored a dinner 
:5aturday night at the church. 
i...ooking "'at a bketCh of a new . 
~urch to be ctmstructed sOon 


. 
are, from Jeft. Mrs. D. S. Mor- . vice president of the usher 
rissey; cllairman of the 'decora- boarc:l.; Mrs. Ernest Clark,...,presi
lions commjtteej George Lips- dent of the usher boaia. and 
comb, chair"'lI13.n of the [mance l\trs. Arthur Shuler. chairman of 
committee ; Mri. J ohn Buckley. ,the food committee. 








'IJETHEL A. M. E. 
NAMES A. R. LEE 
'CHOIR PRESIDENT I Albert R. Lee was Installed as 


j
I! resldent, "esled choir, Bethell 
A. M, E, ellUI'ch , ThunJday nl"ht a t 


,the church, Rev, 'r, H. Stoner, 
p astor, was In ebarge of cere, 


'monlell, 
\ Otber offlcerll are: Cecil Pope, 


I
d lrector: R. M, Scott, !III's. Allee 
Pope, Bulalant directors : Cecil 
Pope, organist : Min Blanche L, 
Bishop, Miss Ermll. P, Scoll, assl!it.


lant organlsls; M in Mary Grace 
J ordan, secretary; Mrs, adena 


ILasbley, t reasurer, 
~ A social hour following ~'as 11; 


~
'hrewel1 'ror MlslI DII"[e Roberh, 
;who II lea"lpg the city. CbarlCII A, 
'U ;'rUn, social chairman, \I'M In 
ehariC, ~ -


'JETHEL A. M. E. 
CHURCH PLANS 


YULE PROGRAM 
The Betl!!'l A. :'II, E. church. 


Champalsn, has p!al1l\('d a com, 
1'1<'te Il)'081'Ull of ("IHI~lm:l~ RCI:'" 
:1ies ror SUI\lrdn~' and ~lllld;ly, m' 
e1l1ulng a ClniHmllf! p"llr ;lnu PI~J
g)'am Sallll'dny enmln!: which "' Iii 
Include II. meeting around :t ue<:or' 
aled tree. 


The StJlHlar mOl'nlllg H' rdcP!! 
,,'m consist of a IJrOl')':llu al 11 
3, m. ;;In''l1 by Ibe Suuday ~cl\Oo] 
alltl entitled "The Chl'!!ft Chilu" 
under the direction ot :'111'1<, Jierman 
Jordan, .... t 5 3, m. Snllda~' thll 


Uni.ted Choirs Hold 
- A. C. }-;. leaglle ,,'\11 .. I\"e fI drama 


of ll\'lng plctnrl'K porlra~'lnl; the 
l)irth or Christ. All mcetlngs are 
OI'CII 10 tho public, Social Tuesday Night 


t;nileu Choin helu a social Tues, 
day night, Bethel ,\, ill. 1:::, chul"(;h 
with Bethel choir as 110It. ]\\t 
Olive Baptist, SI. Lulie C, ~r. 1:.:, 
l'!lgrlm Baptist, Salem Balltlsl, ant 
Bethel A, :'II. E, choh's pal'lic\Jlateu 
(>astors prCl5ent were: Rev, C, W 
:5l1unucl'5, Re\', T, II, StoneI', Rev 
Chat' lea Campuell, ~Irs, Saulluen 
is cllO!L' organltat\oll J)l'Cs\ueut 
'Co A, Martin hau clltu'ge of refresh, 
1I1ell\1 and Mrs, Alice Pope and 
l\Ill'-!I Berni!:A T..ee, the l:amcI. 


H OL D TEA SUNDAY 


Choir of Bethel ChurCh 
Names New Officers 


The \'eated choir ot Bethel A. M, 
1 E. Church named these o[f\ceTB 


Thundli-v night: Albert R, Lee, 
prealdeni.; Cecil pope, dlre<:tor: 
Raymond M. Scott and rtfr!'.. Alice 
POlle, assistant directors: Mlsa 
Mnry Grace J ordan, secl'clary; 
:\frs. Odessa Lashley, treasurer; Ceo 
cll Pope, organist; ?>flu. Erma P. 
Scolt aulatanl organist. R~v. T. 


fhe pulpi t committee of Ihe :'lit, 
ml\'e Baptl,t chm'ch will hohl 3, 


silver lea f)'olll Z to 6 p. Ill., Sun, 
day at the home of Mrs. ('allie 
\Vuhln$:ton, !lOR !\"nt.lJl Fourth 


Iltreet 


H, s'loner, pastor, conduct ...... the 
election and Installation, 








Bil, ~bout 'em . We hat! a navy lIeuten. 
an t i'l our apl1rtlucnt lnst week·eut! . Mu(: h to 
our surpri~e while we were a t work Sunt!ay morn. 
III:. he cleaned up th e house. sweepluti the rugs, 
dusti n; anti Illulclng the betl s . T hil l navy train. 
ill; mu~ t be v~ry thorough .. . 'rhe Be tll. Theta 
P is ha ve tunled over theiL' hou:'le Sunday a n e ,·. 
noon so theIr coo l, ot 11 yeul ·~. MI·s. Ollie Maclin. 
Ill~ }' ~i \'e a benefit lea tor t he a nticlpate <l com. 
mUnil ), a li t! reerea tion t,:en le r for t he colured !loYli 
111 "en ice. A lU 'Jsical prog ram h ll ~ !lccn ar. 
r~nge tl and the tOWIi to lllS li fe in vited . .. Tho 
i:dll work on mU ll y of t Ile home~ in Ne w Orl eans. 
i!~llitular!y jn Ihr. F,endl flu;l1ler. i~ vcrv Ilea". 
1,(,,1. bill !.,;I\cl<,: Sa m 10111 <1 II;' I; II I' ~.:"e,~al l· :"·· 
lo~u~ of I,,,,, l!il:n; Th,' II"'~I ""1'"111,1",. 
I' II)' 1~lc In t;.·,mally ,~ II,,· ~It"y "I Ih""~;"' <I ,; 
01 ,\'nC)I~.," Lolltt,c,.~ ~hll)II"':: ,,,,-,, It> En;;I.,ml. 


N EWS -CAZE T TE 
.\1 ,0. Y H . 19~ 2 " 


PLA N MUSrr.AL 
AS COLOReD 
BENEFIT 
1'1,111' "'" ~IIIII~ (,OJ,,.,,,1 ,,>I !I 


110"""1'1 ""'~".,' ,,,.,, ~,"'"II In"" ~ 
t" ti ]l '" Snnol.,y ,II III~ \ """"C'" I"!lf . h.!)"", ,,,",,," "I fl,"I. , T h .. I"~ 
1', ".,10',,,") ~': II"'~ ,1 .. , ,, , ·,1 ljllill 
Ihe tJ.,lI..t" II ,II I". ", .. " ," h ll " <1 ;) 


I ~OIllIl1l''''I~ ,,·~:'·.II\1'\I,,1 ""11\('1' fon" 
colo,..,,1 ~ .. , \" ,. III"" 


I ' ~ !.' )" Ol~ ,,1 ("h ,I I1' I>."::1> ~", I \"-1 
I'~ II.I h,,,,· ""~~I'l,"01 01"· '1 .'1 ' '' " '; 
1,0111 II> .. Il..\I~""I\' I" ~11.·.t1; "" I II" 


.IJlIO~I"'" ",c~"h'n\ A t ' 11'\11::1',1 I~ 
UH .. I,!,· IU all""t! :01101 Ik.l" AlI ,,:,,1 


J 1I~\lIu t"U""'Mlf p",n .. "," 11"111 
",p~.,~ "" 1, ,, ], ,,1) u, '10 ,' ,""""",,'Ir 


Se, ,·,.!1 "IUlllh ul .oll)!e,1 ,"u"'"j 
(iol.n ~ w,lI l.tI(., I',,,t III the t WO" "I 


I
hOU, In(>)I.,~on ./11 1 1 ~ \ .. " (· Ul ll> .... 
p,anl!.!. \\"I)\\"::; ,"<lIO,m("1 an il I II'.' 
Bt'thel ,\ ~I" E .!om.h ,h ..... · .. ,~ 
I wo fJl 11\(; ",I ,QS On ~lIlhlay""~ 11\ 0 ' 
;:, ... '" 


(".", II' \1- ,. I", ,. • ""," Ill"." III I 
~iI:(" :.","',", '" .,::0( 10", , .. ' ''''~ ''011 
Ih ." '·Igl.,· .i. : .• 1"0"" "''', I 


)1,",,,10 .. , lot ,\... 1"1 ,", 1111 I' 


PIOII"""III (.11,'11)" -llId'I""," ",,01 


, "h' ~"""l.d 


pl'o;ram 
H urd ; Mrs . 


,;:', River ; " Dean 


1~~~:::;,<G I.een. Chlcato, "r Mayor Flynn; B ruce 
clarinet solo , "'Grand 


RO$ella Smith. " " " ",, 
J ulia Walden 


solo, 
Hall ie May , 


BIrd 


choIr of Bethel A " 


called on Its " .. ",' " ", I 
Lee. chief c lerk, 


Pres ident A, C. W l1lnrd. 
evening and surprised him. 
occas ion was his birthday, Lee 
been wilh Bethel chOir a.lnlos t con" 
tinuou sly slnco IS!!4, nnd has lJeen 
IJr es lden t s ince 1912" 
will s in g a t the Union 


~:;t~~~:~§~~~~~iJ,Ra:"ltOUI July 12. 








egro 
Is Serving as Model at U. I. 


t ~ward SmYth Jones, "'ell I 
knO""Il De:;ro poet and philosopher. 


,hailed by newspaper crlUes (or hl~ 
"The Syh'an Cablu" a.ml "A Cen
(enary Ode on the BIrth of Abra· 
bam Lfncoln," Is serving as a 
model at the U. I. College ot Fine 
Arts. He Is known on the clmpUi 
III Edl'illl'd Ie Dlable. 


"Le Dlable" Is a guest .:hlrlng htl( 
stay In Challl(lalgn·tiroana. at th e 
howe ot Mrs. H a ttie G. Wells, l~oa 
Wcst Stoughton, Urbana. 


Jonca, a cultured llegro ot tbe 
deep south, 'VI'ho tought his ,,'ay 
Uti trom Ihe obscuri ty of the back
woods of Mississippi to a. co\'eted 
place among renowned American 


Inegro poets, came to Champalgn
Urbana Feb. 10 at the req!lest of 
C, E. Braublil'Y. aS90clalo profea-
1101', College of Fino Art8. 


In order to avoid touching UpOll 
his repu!aUon as a poet, Jones u· 


l"uOled the name "Ie Diablo" In his 
work as a model. His bro""n al.ln, 
waxed llIustache. and typical Mo· 
roccan Van Dyke beard made blm 
appear to '-e an East Ind ian ",ben I L~~_~~~ 1., .. ""1 .",, P" " WI .... pko' ... ] 


EDWAR D SMYT H JON ES SI NGER TAKEN BY DEATH - )flllt'. be donned II turban. Students, us
,lng blm as II model. hal'e turned 
out ~ome excellent ""ork In repro- POlt a"d I"terestlng character .. • Frnt'.~till(· ~(,h\ll1lallll.l[cink. ::11;<:' i5, who 


<lit'rI in 1/ ... 11.1 wood irclln blood ailment which 
hOld l1Iule 5('1('1'''11 IT<tn'il1~iOIlS IIcce~~arr. 


ductlon or scenes or tbe Far Ent. 
Jones' "Tbe Sylnn Cabin" WI! 


originally publlllhed In 1911, but 
has Iince been republished anum· 
ber or tim es. A number ot well 
known penonl ba\'e contributed 


lmoney for H!I'! purchasl'! or Ihe 
bOOk, with tbe pro"iso tilat It be 
sent to , 'arioul schooir;. 


! Mn. Phoebe .4., Hearst, mOlher 
at t ile publbher, sent him a sub
stantial draft lind II. letter which 
said In pal't: 


1 "It is ln y belief ihat this book 
should be read by cvel'y ueGro 


I ~:i~~t ~~I~n U:::l~Y \~I!~~D:~~~Or.~u 


I Appreciation to Lincoln 
• Jones upla lned his reuon for 
writing the ode. 


"It's an eXpl'Cllllon at apprccla· 
tlon at the entire negro race to 


IAbraham Lincoln for h:1\'lug frecd 


lJETHEL A. M. E. 
NAMES A. R. LEE 
'CHOIR PRESIDENT 
j Albert R. Lee was !ostal1td :UI 
president. "csted choir . Det!:el 
A, M, E. chul'(:h . Thu rliday night at 
the church, Re\', T. H, Stoner, 
pulor , was In charge of cere
monies. 
I Other officers are: Cec il Pope, 
di rector; R. M, Scott, MfI, AlIcc 


!P ope, Rulstaut directors; CedI 
IPOPIl, organist; Min Blanche L. 
,Bishop, :MIss Erma P. Scott, assIst. 
ant organist! ; Mill lIIal'Y Grace 


l.Jordan, secretary ; ?tn. OdeulL 


~
aShlC),,' treasurer. 
A Bodal hour rollowlnG ""as a 


;fa"rewell '[or Mlsl! Dln'te Roherts, 
wlio 's lea)'ln, lbe city, Ch.rh'. A. 
i.fa rUn, 1I0clai cbalrDlUl , Will In 
Cqargp. o._,,:, , ;. ~ • 


them," he uid. ":\'egroes oC the 
louth, who have not yet relld It, 
will be enabled to do 1\0 when the 
fmhcomlng edition ill comvleted." BET H EL A. M . E, 


Jones ""as born In Franklin couu- L ANS 
ty, )fissl~slppl, May 5. IS81, and CHURCH P 
was e!lucated In couutry schools. Y UL E PROGRA M 
Luer, he entered Alcol'n college, . I 
at Lorman )lIss lhe negro lchool Tho Belhel .\, )1, 1-:. cbllte 1, 


" " , ,. nl~lInl'!1 ~ C01I.1· equlvlIlent to the stale uui\'el'~lty, Cilampa &n, III I' • ' , 


111~te jlro:;1';l1l1 (If (,hrl~lma~ IICI!\' 
:, 1('110 tor SUHmla}, 111111 511I1dn~', in· 
o.;l\1(}lng a Chd~1nHI~ jllIlIY and \11.'" 
gl'am Sallil'/IIlY en·nlllF \\hl('ll w,ll 
Inrludo a mcetlng nro111111 it tl~C"I" 


II.lcd l1'ce, 


At the present time. he ~3Id, lIe 
Is operating a 5malJ publlshin; 
business In Chicago aud Is plan, 
11111; II. se l'ies of readings a u Ibe 
call1l)U 9 a nd Ill. local cbllrches !lnd 
club9, He will rcad b is own works 
lIud tho~c at otber negro poets, 


Becau!e o ~ his ability to pose and 
his facial characteri!;tica, lie olten 
acts as a model for Ilalutln«s and 
photoo;rapha depicting the Far 
Eas!. 


United Choirs Ho ld 
Social Tuesday Nigh t 


l'nlted Chotrs held a social 'fues· 
day nlgbt. Bethcl A. )1. 1::. cbun:h 
Vdlll Belhel choir as host. MI 
Oll\e Bapllst. St. Luke C. )\. J::, 
Pilgrim Baptist, Salenl BaptIst, aut 
Bethel A. :"II. E, cbolrs panlclllated 
PaSIOI'S present were: Rev. C, W 
daunders. Re'·. T. H, SloneI'. Rev 
Chal'les Call1pbell , ~lrs , Silunden 
Is cllolr Ol'ganita(ion lll'clident 
C, A. Ma\'tln had charge at refr!'!sil' 
'melllll a\ld )1rs. ,\!\ce Pope lind 
1\1\I<A Berni!':" l .ee. 111e lI.allles 


H OL D TEA SU NDAY 


'rhe 5\Ln(IM~' nlC'1'uln; ~('n'lcf'S 
veil! consIst Of a llrOh1'~U1 at n 
1'1. m. glren ily the 5nLldilY H'hool 
allu entit led "Tile Cll1'ist Child' 
uuder the dlrec;:tlon of )In. Her1l1an 
JOI'dan. • ... t I) II, m. Sundl\~' tile 
• .\, I'. ~;, lcagul' "m ;:;l\'c II drama 
uf lil'lng 1'IlClUre~ pOI' t rll~'lnh th'! 
birth of Chl'\'1. All lIleetlnFs are 
OIl CIl to the public. 


Choir of Bethel Chu rCh 
Names New Off icers 


The ,'elted choir o( Bethel A, M. 
1 E Church 111lnled these officers 
Thl\rlldlO~' night: Albert R. t..ee, 
president: Cecil pope, director; 
Raymond M, ScoU and :o.trf'. Allce 
POIl1!, auilltant dll'eetorll : MIS~ 
)Iary Crace Jordan. secreta.ry, 
)Irs, Odessa Lashley, tl'eUUl'er; Ceo 
ell POlle, organist; M\S~ ErlllA. P. 
Scott, a llsls tant organIst. R':! \", t T, 


rhe pulpit commluee of 111e i\It, 
m h's Baptist chu r Ch wl1l hol d a 
silver tea from 2 to 6 p, ,n .• Sl1n


' day at the home at Mrs. Cntlle 
Washiu J:: lon, 11M ]l;'o'db Fourth 


! street 


H. Stoner, pas tor. conduct"''' lie 
elect Ion ami Installation. 





