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The University of Illinois is
taking little affirmative action
to help the American Negro,. a
UI professor of labor and in-
@ustrial relations said Friday.

Speaking to persons attending
the YMCA-YWCA Faculty For-
um, Prof. W. Ellison Chalmers,
local civil rights leader, called
o adopt an “affirma-
3" in the eivil rights
jally in light of
. possible future
“of the American

7 examined five gen-
eral funetions of the University
in relation to the Negro and
concluded that “thus far there,
is little going on’’ which has
positive bearing on the Negro
problem. ;

Faculty Members

| In the area of faculty, Chal-
“mers noted that the UI has*a
larger number of Negro teacl}-
ers than ever before, ‘‘but it
't take many to reach that

'itd'tk’f n

, and
ad’aﬁéi is
|“doing little” to expa s

7

‘number.

| City Manager Warren Brown-
(ing Thursday said he is now
finterviewing candidates for the|and a clerk.
!top position in the

irenewal program.

who, according to current plans,, The
":tlfuﬁm full department head!contnct

Renewal Director Sought

| - City to Grant Department Head Status.

Ccity’s urban| Under the General Neighbor-l
f hood Renewal Program, a por-|
‘ Browning declined to say wbenjuon of their salary will be
be expects to hire a director, by the federal government.

| were, from left, Mrs. Robert
| Bader, workshop chairman,
of the League of Women Vot-

Plight Told at Workshop

Pictures of a Champaign
shack in which a family of seven
lives in three rooms with
a single window were shown at
a workshop on' lew - cost hous-
ing Friday at the Hotel Tilden-
Hall. -

Mrs. Madeline Ross, county
director, and Floyd Bowman,
district representative of the II-
linois Public

i ~£._‘cj.;}%ggnpaign's ur-

The house with three rooms,

—ers; Dave Gensemer, director
of Champaign urban renewal;
Neil Smith, director of Fam-
-ily Services, Champaign Coun-
ty; Mrs. Madeline Ross, speak-
er from the State Department

they said, provided a space
slightly larger than the top of a
desk for each person, and the
monthly rent is $50.

- One Iocal mother sométimes‘

has to stay up all night to keep
rats away from her sleeping
children, Mrs Ross said. :
Fear Eviction :

Bowman pointed out that the
houses described were not
identified because of threatened
eviction by landlords of some of
the tenants if addresses were
published. =

The residents have no place
to which they can move, and
“they at least have a roof ovel

son to assist area residents tq‘
find other housing, a dra[tsman\;

paid |
|
[

city last week received a|
from the federal,

|rates, she said, and not

COURIER

A

of Public Aid; Donald Moyer
chairman of the Champaigt
Human Relations Commission
and Robert Bowles, executive
secretary of the Urban Leagug

of Champaign County. ;

ousing

their heads now,” Mrs. Ross e:
plained. ;

Mrs. Frances Ziegler, exec
tive director of the Joliet Hou
ing Authority, said Joliet he
found public housing to be tl
‘answer fo meeting the need f
low - cost housing among pe
ple who now must live in su
standard housing.

“Public housing
ly be the first
of the picture if
prise could build
ing which could

7

Not many private
can do this at tod'a§ ,
are interested. =

At the morning session of 4
workshop, Prof. Robert Ky
of the University of Illinois' -,
partment of community plé

|ning and landscape architectur

said that low - cost housin
public or privately develope
need not follow the stereoty
of the bleak barracks-type stru
tures which have been built
may communities.
Preserves Dignity

government for the first proj-|

~~Fhrough imaginative desi;
ect area, a 47-acre tract of land|

. Browning also said city of-

e i \anl site planning, he explaine

‘cra currently are seeking an|bounded by the Illinois Central \W¥ - cost housing which pi
office site for urban renewal per-| Railroad on the west, Bradley| yrves the privacy and digni
sonnel “somewhere in tae prof- | ’

Avenue to the north, the cit ;
limits to the east and an area
in the vicinity of the northern

|
hossrnddass Al LR eas RS |

. the individual family can |
nd has been built.
Housing built under the 2

ect area.”

Browning now envisions a
Iwork force of four peonle in.
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A report frbm? '
Bergethon and = Mrs.

the Fair Housing Bureau of the
Champaign Human Relations

commission pointed out a “‘de-| §

[perate need for low cost hous-
+ing in Champaign-Urbana.”
~ A special committee to be
headed by Mrs. David Lazarus
+is being set up to handle the
-rental problem. The bureau has
“about 10 houses listed for sale
‘or rent on an open occupancy
bases at this time. E
Included in the discussion of
the bureau’s operational plans
.for 1965 were ways and means
1o secure more listings of hous-

-es of this sort and ways to|®

.make the bureau’s activities
“better known throughout the
~eommunity.

Two committees are being es-
tablished to accomplish these
goals. The first, headed by Mrs.
Bergethon, will seek continu-
ing contact with local church-

es. The other, with Mrs. Rich-

ard Hildwein as chairman, will

print a monthly flyer to be
circulated in the Negro com-
munity giving a brief summary
of available houses and apart-
ments.

The Fair Housing Bureau is
staffed by volunteers from 7 to
9 p.m. Monday and Wednesday
~and from 9 a.m. to noon Satur-
wday. Persons interested in' sell-
ing their homes or renting
apartments on an open occu-
_pancy basis may contact the
‘Fair Housihg Bureau in the off-
ces of the Champaign County

Ulrich|
Kruse at a recent meeting of| ;

Ask Corporation To

Build Rental Units

Two representatives of the
! Champaign County League of

Women Voters expressed the

League’s - interest in seeing a

non-profit corporation formed

for providing low-cost private|
rental units in the Northeast

Neighborhood under the renew-

al program. :

The two, Mrs. Robert Bader,
chairman of the League’s Ur-
ban Renewal Committee, and
Mrs. Donald Burkholder, a
member of the committee, met
Monday morning with David
D. Gensemer, !

The National Housing Act of
1961 makes provision for assist- |

,ance in meeting ‘““the housing
| needs of low and moderate in-|
come and displaced families,”f
Gensemer said. : |

Theq‘d_gpision as to type of
housing — whether a high-rise
apartment building of several
floors: or of~a development. of
single-faqrilyj-houses would
be up_to ‘the ‘non-profit corpora-
tion, Gensemer:said. - :

The local mon-profit corpora-
tion would ‘sponsor the project
and would be responsible for its
management, once it was built,
Gensemer * said. He said
construction would be financed
through lending firms or other
private sources and the loan

_ Northeast Neighborhood in discussing urban renewal.

would be
Federal Housing
Federal Housing Administr.

tion. Gensemer said the spon-

News-Gazette Photo by lan [ngalls
URBAN RENEWAL DISCUSSED. Two members of
the Champaign County League of Women Voters
visited the new offices of the Department of Urban
Renewal of the City of Champaign Monday morning
on the fourth floor of the Lewis Building relating to
a project the League would like to see developed.
David Gensemer, director of urban renewal, points ‘
to a spot on the model of the renewal program for the |

| the contractor.

group.

Next to him is Cheryl Sink,

insured under the
Act by the

a~

soring corporation would hire

Gensemer said two local con-
iracts had expressed interest in
constructing this type of devel-
opment for a local Spbhsoring

] administrative secretary | =

for the department. Representing the League were |

‘Mrs. Robert Bader, chairman of the League's Urban |

Renewal Committee, left, and Mrs. Donald Burkhold-
o

~Urbana League, 29% Main, C.
B e =

er, a member of the committee. ., g I R el 0 c ati()

James Williams to Ai

City Manager Warren Brown-
ing Thursday anncunced the hir-
ing of James L. Williams, 43, of
507 E. Columbia Ave., as re-
location officer for the city’s ur-
ban renewal project.

Williams, a native of Cham-
paign and a 1939 graduate of
Champaign High School, will be’
responsible for planning reloca-
tion of families to be displaced
by the project, as well as ar-
ranging relocations once the
work is underway.

Browning said Williams will
jhead an office in the project
rarea after work is begun, “to
make him more accessible to the
people in the neighborhood.”

For the immediate future,
however, he will join other ur-
ban renewal staff members in

an office in room 400 of the
W. Lewis & Co. building, 113 N.

Neil St. Employes of the city’s,

newest department were s

r Hired

d in Urban Renewa
Williams is a veteran
years with the Air Force,
World War II, and he at
the University of Illinois |
years, doing work in soc
and psychology. He curre
employed as a dispatch cl
the Post Office in Cham
“While he has no actual
ground in wurban ren
browning commented o
liams, “he is well acqu
with the. northeast neighb
of Champaign. "Someone
with his background, wil
a definite advantage in thi
and serve a good purp
urban renewal.

“We're enth
rand feel

‘his new job Jan,

up shop in that Wffice Thur:

“|monthly salary of $550.












Carnes Tells C U
Sfory With Photo

By HAL ALEXANDER

News-Gazette Staff Writer
Prof. William Carnes, chair-
“man of the division of land-
scape architecture of the Uni-
versity of Illinois, did not tell
the Champaign - Urbana Ki-
wanis Club Thursday that the
local area needed improve-

~ ment. 5
He didn’t have to. He brought
color slides from other Amer-
“ican and European cities and
+ compared them with slides tak-

en in Champaign - Urbana.
Long a vocal critic of the ap-
pearance of several cities,
Carnes expressed his concern
over the fact that several of
the most talented, educated
young men of the midwest are
moving to other areas of the
“country. “You might say that

the University produces these
excellent young graduates for
export only,” Carnes said.
Carnes said also that the

industrial growth of the
Midwest was not Kkeeping
pace with other sections of
the country. He said also
that more unemployment
existed in the Midwest than
the national average.

“Problems of this sort are al-
ways on the agenda of the con-
ference of midwestern govern-
ors,” he said.

Carnes said that while the
Midwest had its disadvantages
as a scenic wonder, ‘‘every type
of the good earth has its advan-
tages.” He said that at one
time the Midwest had been a
lush, damp prairie with forest-
ed areas having trees six feet

=

Slides 1

in diameter standing 100 feet
tall. :
Carnes said that while the
development of the Midwest in-
to one of the world’s greatest
agricultural centers was a
“great pioneer achievement,”
other areas had accomplished|
equal achievements without de-
stroying the influences that had
prevailed previously. |
Carnes cited specifically
the colonial mansions and
forests of New England,
the plantation effect of huge
houses surrounded by moss-
draped trees in the South
and the influences left by
the Spanish in areas of the
Southwest.
Carnes then took the club on
a tour of Champaign-Urbana
via color slide projector. Choos-

t sup- PYOsEntoorental’c allowanee ’ for
vey i‘:ﬂi families receiving  aid’ rouzh
a con ffort to e ADC program. =0

Bl Public housing has a place
seems possible. | for those who cannot afford te
“While the total" cost 16 the rent or buy this type of housing,
city will be high, the inoreasat he said. He added that urban

ing the three major means of
transportation — air, rail and

tax base of a good renewal
project will make it a sound in-
vestment in the city’s future.”
 Concerning  another major
problem he cited, housing,
Spies said that although many
aspects of the substandard
housing situation *fit into the
urban renewal program, there
is much more that can be
done.”

He said the housing problem

renewal can provide some sites
suitable for low-cost housing for
which special financing is avail-
able.

“I also advocate a study of the
present building code with re-
spect to the new materials and
construction techniques devel-
opeded in the building industry,”
he said.

Business Areas 2
The other major problem cited.

in Champaign can be attacked, was busin_ess areas and Sp.ies
from three directions — private said the increase in shopping

enterprise, public housing and
urban renewal. He said private
enterprice should be allowed fo
do the job whenever possible.

Low-cost privately- developed

housing can be encouraged, he !

continued, by permitting con-
struction of low-cost housin

centers and the aging of build-
ings in  downtown Cham-
paign ‘“‘has created a need for
a program for revitalizing our
{business center.” :
He -said he felt that such a
program should be initiated by
the businessmen and that the

highway — he showed the club
three of the entries to Cham-
paign-Urbana.

Showing the point where high-

way 10 becomes Springfield
Avenue in west Champaign,
Carnes  commented, “All the

new arrival has to do on this
part of the road is to watch
other cars, beware of pedes-
ltrians, dogs and cats, read
speed-warning signs, watch for
traffic signals—and at the same
time read all of these advertis-
ing signs and develop a tremen-
dous urge to buy something.”

Carnes showed areas in other
cities, contrasting their beauty
to the Champaign-Urbana
scenes. Few local areas had es-
caped his camera.

Showing parking areas at
local shopping centers,
Carnes said that “they
couid have filmed ‘The As-
phalt Jungle’ in some of
them.” He showed slides of
other parking areas that
boasted easily drivable
lanes, a profusion of trees

|

By GEORGE COMINOS
News-Gazette Staff Writer

Repeal of the utility tax and
enactment of a more equitable
tax in its place was urged
Tuesday night by Henry R.
Spies, a candidate for the
Champaign City Council. |

The utility tax, Spies said,|
was costing the city in that it
was keeping new industry from
locating here.

Spies discussed the utility tax
with a reporter as he listed
four of the major problems he
said will be facing the City
Council in the next four years.

“The four are urban renewal,
housing, business areas, and
finances and taxes. In discuss-
ing finances and taxes, he said
in a statement that increased
services now provided to Cham-
paign residents at lower tax
rates than five years ago ‘‘re-
flect the increase in efficiency
which we expected from the
city manager form of govern-
mentSSEE e

‘A continued demand for more
services ‘means income must
be increased through increased

s or a larger tax

ty to the city an
new industries
promising soly

locating in Champaign since the
utility tax was enacted and said
HumKo has petitioned for re-
ymoval from the city. It was here
the called for replacement of the
utility tax with a more equita-
(ble tax and said the possibili-
|ties of doing this rest princi-
’pal]y with the State Legisla-
{ture. :

| An increase in present tax
|rates, he continued, “would on-|

under a special building code <VUnCil should support the ef-
with provisions similar to those f?ﬂ i principle. and coopet_'ate
in the Federal Housing Admin- . 1€ greatest extent possible

ly make Champaign less at-

nd shrubs and easy walk- >
s y itractive for annexation and for

ing access fo stores. |

Carnes also showed downtown

lnew business and industry.””

istration’s “Minimum Proper within the public ingerest.” businesses, traffic problems, 'An editor (with rank of as-|
Standards for Low Cost Houz ]':"‘\‘The CArI. business area,"” s::lhoolss, eplaygr?)undsgarl’g%epart- istant professor) of the Small
ing.” le continued, “*has many of the ot and housing developments, | Homes  Council of the Univer-
§ _ sarn;;: pra?lems, and is also de-  oitino the shortcomings of each |S‘t3_' of Illinois, Spies said that
 per- Serving:o -:W_lfation, : ?grgc, and suggesting possible reme- :whxle his interests extend to all

&8 fhterior Ularly in the mg'p::g_:,lnng. dias 3 -aspects of city government, he

id Gensemer, director of
renewal for Champaign|
peak to the regular meet-
of the Northeast Cham-
Homeowners’ Assn. at 8

. Thursday at St. Luke’s

whic
ilit

COSt," he b 5
i : that
builders in oth g,
itates are am:
ousing for s'l&cos

eing with pay.
8 mortage insyr-

_ Carnes concluded his talk by
saying that it was most difficult
.to fix responsibility in cases as
the ones he had shown. “The
problem calls for cooperation
involved,” he

feels his work is directly con-
cerned with housing and that he
feels he can make a useful con-
tribution in the areas of urban
renewal and housing. |

Speaking on urban renewal, |
he said that “unless all aspeets |
.are actively pursued, including{
gg.oéﬁye clearance, relocation, |
\ rehousing, and the related prob-,
'lems of é;(lu tion, e
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“Several Tools -f*‘Prowde

By NANCY ALLISON
s-Gazette Staff Writer

at tools are available fo
ympaign County residents for
recreational land acquisition?”

Law is fuzzy on public use of
waters, which are not navigable,
by persons other than those
owning the land.

There are several tools, how-
ever, for acquiring and protect-
ing lands which are used fre-
quently. Among these are con-
demnation, easements, purchase
and leasebacks, use of state
and federal funds, and dona-
tions.

The newly formed Champaign
County Development Council
may play an important part in
land acquisition through the Ur-
ban Renewal Administration’s
Open-Space Land Program.

The legislation, initiated by
Congress in 1961, authorizes a
basic grant to state and local
governments of 30 per cent for
underdeveloped land in urban
areas. The land must be used
for parks, recreation, conserva-
tion, scenic or historic purposes.

The amount of 30 per cent is
granted specifically when there
are intergovernmental agree-
ments for regionwide, coordinat-
ed planning and acquisition.

Grants for comprehensive
county planning are avail-
able from the Urban Renew-
al Administration for up to

75 per cent of the cost of

planning.

The long term coordinated
plan must be submitted to a
“hoard of review” which, it has
been stated, could be the Cham-
paign County Development
Council. Then any agency tak-
ing part in the coordinated plan,
could use the money for land ac-
quisition. The funds needn’t be
used by all agencies involved,
according to a Council member.

Another act, through which
funds could be obtained through
the state, is the Land and Water
Conservation Fund Act.

Grants are available to states
on a 50-50 matching basis and
can be transferred by the states
to local governments for proj-
ects in accord with an over-all
state plan.

Ilinois is currently developing
such a plan through the State
Board of Economic Develop-
ment

ec Land Acquisition

i b
county officials could press or
action in this area and in work-|
ing with the state to see that
county projects are incorporated
in state plans.

Other federal aids range
from grants for youth work-
training programs, which
the Champaign Park Dis-
irict is currently consider-
ing, to the grants for sewage
treatment works construc-
tion, ;

Courts have increasingly held
that local governments can asq-
uire land simply to preserve
open space it states in the
County Action for Outdoor Re-
creation publication.

Courts also have held that
counties may acquire lands
needed to meet future recrea-
tion needs as well as imminent
needs.

Although the power of con-
demnation is seldom used for
space and park acquisition, it
is often used as a means of
encouraging negotiation.

Louis Wetmore, head of the
University of Illinois Depart-
ment of Urban Planning and '
Landscape, recommends use of
scenic easements. The land-.
owner agrees to keep the land
in a natural state while it also
remains privately owned and om |
the local tax rolls. This too
can be used by the forest pre-
serve, school boards, park
boards and sanitary district.
Cost is about 10 per cent of the
land value. Used extensively
in Wisconsin’s state program
of open space, the easements
preserve beauty for - tourism
and control billboards along
highways.

Another tool is a public
access easement  which
compensates landowners
tor allowing the public to
cross or use the land for

‘

recreation. In New York
a program using these
easements  has opened
many miles of streams for
fishing.

Another tool for acquiring|
land is to purchase it and!

lease it back to the owner un-
til needed. This enables the
county to acquire sites in ad-
vance of need while the land
is available and reasonably
priced.

—

It has been suggested thats

"port ” he said. “They must rec-

The main ‘question involving
Urban Renewal locally, accord-
ing to Prof. James Coke, is
whether the project will “pro-
vide the stimulus needed to
brmg open occupancy to Cham-
paign.”’

Coke was one of several per-
sons who discussed “Urban Re-
newal and Fair Housing’” at the
Champaign Human Relations
Commission meeting Thursday.
His ideas on the local project
drew enthusiastic applause from
an audience of about 60 persons.

“Urban Renewal,” Coke com-
mented, ‘“has become a sophis-
ticated tool and a permanent
part of the American city’s ar-
senal to deal with blight. It is
will continue to be an im-
t way for communities to
deal with blighted areas—and
with human blight.”

Coke, who represented the
- Council on Community Integra-
loaves of bread and two fishes.  tlon, asserted that when an Ur-
. “We can’t work that fast enewal project deals pre-
today,” he added. “You must dominantly with a Negro neigh-
‘remember, there aren’t many borhood — and a low income

nually coul
“when he can’t
'he already has.” Th
Mr. Bishop told the
story of how Christ fed t
ands of people from only

Christs around now.” area — “it becomes a commun-
. John Severns, chairman of the lltY program.

' Citizens’ Advisory Committee, ‘Alfernahves for upants
 replied to the Rev. Mr. Bishop. “It . (UR) ch e rules

“Fach group must recogmza
‘what they can and cannot sup-

anges
of  the game ” he expiamed

ognize their limits and

to cooperate where er possib
: Urban

“If the rules of the galﬁ

= chmged in a m
! manyiwent on,
Chnsts today, but I'm afraid
sometimes we have too m»

ing were Mrs. Robert Bader, ¢ f Nelson Young of the Interfalth

the League of Women Voters; Council on Fair Housing, who
Gec ign - Ur sugg&sted those who had signed
bithe council’s covenants might
Ch ‘hserve as a nucleus to lead to

ams greater public ~acceptance of
_.1_ai_x'_housmg The need for a
~ variety of types of housing was
pointed out by Robert O. Bowles -
of the Urban League of Cham-
palgnCOunty

“While about 40 per cent of

the Negroes locally are in the
public housing bracket,” Bowles
said, ‘“there are others in the
$15,000 to $20,000 bracket — and
there is a need for housing for
these people, too.”
Enforcement Urged :

He also urged strict enforce-
ment of the housmg code nec-
essary for a UR project, and
called for maximum involve-
ment in the program on the
part of persons hvmg in the
project area. :

The Rev. A. W. Bishop, of
th Northeast Champaign Home-
Corpt, denounced the
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tire plan is executed in five to pay off its share afﬂ

B A ' ® vy ’ n ves tm en t ye::s;o};eCiE:g;ﬁaién itself, Gen- Of'r:l: (}lj’fx!?:n ren ..

semer  said; the city receives|ect 1 area

e ' . ‘
3 ' v ' $3,712 per year now as its share |$300,000 while i
: e U n s n of the property tax collection ernment through the E
in Project 1 area. and Home Finance Agen

: g ' | Multiplying this by fi have  paid SANIREE Y

By COMINOS  jmoney has been invested, which been increased over 500 per|boost, itp ‘g)ln$g18,560 ir}: fz)‘l/ﬁ‘ ‘;7:2:‘2 08 it

 News-Gazette Staff Writer |he pointed out will raise tax|cent, b j
’ nt, based on other projects of when the Project 1 h New housing for th
For every federal dollar in-|revenues from the renewal area. this type that have ben carried |been completedj, he sai?ll.‘ela—lle easi be put up bs% pl'ivatz aé‘

]

rested in the Urban Renewal| The plan calls for the federal out.”

: : I e - timated that in 15 years from|ers to whom land will
Rl oo e e e e e e
Rl L odies . ; : e

e invested from local lending mer added. o after g o i - S i i b
NECES s: };;bnavxd Gensemer, | Gensemer said it can be ex-! oTE bbbt B :
lirector o an 3 = 25 o DO IRNTS, e F ATy —Serveys Wil b

Cotiatings: i aidren;v:;elrience pected that $4% mﬂI.lon in pri-*program’ ceases to be a ‘pro. Made by Williams. G ns‘ i

bith: & il pijedis b other vate money will be invested ingram’ and becomes a brick, on> said the block meetings will (€W 1O {

o the project area during thatmortar fact, I would expec held so people living in the ar has been suggested is by 1

of the United States|time. Thi i i :

showed thi : ; . s money will go intopeduction in- crime in the iec- will understand the forms thii i
;. ( s ratio of private Sew houses (one or two-family hewed area, an attitude of neigh- will be asked to fill out. s thiit put up by a non-profi
— _mweszlhngs) and apartment build- horhood pride among the resi- _Gensemer said the inform|;

g : : £ dents, and a revenue-producing tion f_rom these surveys wi o D :
- This will boost the valuation rather than a tax consuming Vide information for the e Hou I Pt e
g gl:r prt-oaect e L S i, :u:inth' as “to who lives wheinance Agency will requil
bid ot Byas for the ¢ty william G. Skelton: “An Ur- e i B RN Lenent Departin
s ’ ! j em ' :
ointed out. Assessed valuation ‘gi:eRiz?;l;l Ii);?gzitasnl:;oull'&ri;or; 7 Bl Who must e e

f i ] :
a:h gsglszglgftbl S sa:g: ‘benefits. People should be able
5 "" to get better housing, they poseq 1and
should no longer need live ¥ renewal ar‘ _
squalor and filth. It is the dream} | — . St
of Urban renewal that it should{ Charles ¥. Keeling: “If Ur-
iproduce very tangible dollar-{ban Renewal will work as it isj
and-cents benefits to a commun- lintended (in some instances it}
Tlity by a substantial increase in{has, although, in many many
tax revenues to the city.” |7 jcases it has not) there can cer-

poration to insure low-rent

1cause they liye in home:
should be torn down c:

£

Names of those wh
ticipate in a
“pair Housing and Urban Re- ash
pewal” at the Human Relations T
Commission meeting at 7:30to all
pm. Thursday in the City thi

11 of. the candidates f
mpaign City Council
wered a questionnaire
mpaign County Leag)
en Voters endorsed
’s Urban Renewal pr
er directly or by p«
benefits to the city
ould resulf. Some, ho
® o e city?s takreventes. | pressed reservations

: le aspects of the pro
ve questions were asl
% candidates by the L
1 its effort to obtain inf
on that will give the pu
etter understanding of
1e f:andidates stand on
in issues. /
Answers to the first qu
ere carried in Tuesday’

Main speakers will be Mrs.
Robert Bader of the League of
Women Voters; dJames e,
Council on Community Integra-
tion; J. N;son You

nore pleasant patterns of
‘elopment. But there are

‘mportant if’s in regard to
yrogram. Will the people iR

‘ord the better housing offer
. “Will the relocation and pProm| -
sess of confiscation of the

me say that I am not
favor of Urban Renewal as

: now being conducted. The
¢ benefits are of course
elimination of health and

hazard and slum areas
the city. The precedmgm i relntiudo whi b

. swered and concern me great-{i5§ ;a:;ta:élty g‘Zg rg;‘:;}:lﬂetob&: indida’ces favored the

ly.” veal cause for the need for Ur-[Manager form of g
Frank E. Schooley: “Better|ls B nt. Question 2 relates “3

living conditions for hundreds || an Renewal progra

PP Rl : second in a series of
Vit e For 3 cles on the answers c
w\ g | i dates for the Cham
“I pelieve that we could do a
who do not'now have the oppor- | mych more if we could stimT

UR F“ 2 i Oity Council have gl en
Junity; recognition of human dig-}i ylate the public and the indi-

to questions posed by the
‘Explained
= nity; improved tax base for gov:{lvidual to improve his own con-| & -
R xp (“ne . .+ ernment, : and one step in which{iqitj th ; Horgll;gt g;vﬁisbc?l C

sation for their land be fam :-;_'
Will private contractors be in-f
rested in building on the

Editor’'s Note, This

eond

AR ey 1 A OT R

C'haiinpa.lgn County League
Champaign moves forward in

of Women Voters.
ng up the general condi- 45,
of the city.” i

By GEORGE COMINOS
News-Gazette Staff Writer

An explanation as to how to! — : :
advise families living in the ur- mc‘)g?img' o:eetizri;::c -+ T;::f problems that come.

j ) : ecuti pae

ban renewal Project Area 1 No the appearance of the ution of the renewal pr

about the surveys to be madel

was given at a Wednesday ses-‘
sion of Housing and Home Fi-‘
nancemAgeln i e I ation. Further, it will b
city officials. i 5 ther, )

At a general meeting in the bstandard m(c;rea_se lln b
morning, said David Gensemer, ncome and employn

director of urban renewal, Irv- o
ing Horwitz, community organi- WS
zation’ specialist of the Housing _:Maurice H. Klebolt: “It is
and Ho,me_.tﬁ;inance regional of-
fice in Chicago, spoke on the , " Vi
means of infopming residents gorrect an evil which

of the projeét area about the fed for many years.

Ily, it will upgrade, ; : an rene
Hopefully, it will upgrade, rector David Gensemer sa

ousing standards for a sig~ relocation officer Jame:
liams was the pa.rticulzir‘
ent of much of Horwitz
Vice.

In addition, Gensemer 1
ed Williams was invit
spend a day in the Chica
gional office to get an i
what men in his position

es of suﬁieys"‘:‘“ to be made g s
A &y ge) only that reflects our own %

them. . . §° g 2
. He suggested brochures
‘handout literature regavding the
s S A

and the r;séns yﬁor: aking.
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white neighborhoods and help
them in moving in. He said the|
group was giving attention fo
the possibilities of housing
through a non-profit corporation. '

“We stand ready to help in
any way in relocating of Negro |
families in the community,”
Nelson said.

‘Robert Bowles said, ‘Urban
renewal cannot just be concern- |

ed with new buildings. Urban
renewal has a way of uncover-
ing many social problems that
“have been dormant for many
years.”

‘He said there are .Negro
families which can afford hous-
es costing $15,000—520,000. Ur-
ban renewal, Bowles continued,
“4s a problem for all the com-
munity. It has to be accepted
and supported by all factions,
real estate interests, banking in-
terests and public aid.”

Bowles urged maximum in-
volvement of people in the area
: . “otherwise, we're doing
something for people not con-
cerned and not interested.”

As far as social problems are
concerned, Bowles said the
Economic Opportunity Act
“should give an opportunity to
work on these problems.” He
said he would like to see a com-
mittee appointed to investigate
what can be done about these
problems.”

Make Wishes Known

He added: “We're ftrying to
create machinery whereby peo-
ple can make their wishes
known. There still remains a
considerable amount of fear and !
concern on the part of the peo-|
ple. They must be convinced
they are in on the decision mak-
ing.”

‘Rev. Jarmor Reeder Jr., a
member of the Human Rela-
tions Commission, asked how
he was reaching the business,
re d banking

R

added he knew th
Commerce was against urban
renewal. ‘“Until the business
community accepts urban re-
newal it will be difficult to put
some of the things into prac-
tice.”

He said the question of credit
for people who may want to
build may be difficult. He said
in Baltimore banks had put
money in a special fund for this
purpose and said loans from
this sou were paid back bet-
ter than regular loans. =

John Severns, chairman of
the Citizens Advisory Commit-
tee on Urban Renewal, serving
with David Gensemer, director
of Urban renewal as resources
panel, said it was necessary for
the people of the business com-
munity ‘‘to see the long-term
benefits of the urban renewal
program.”’

Both Severns and Gensemer
disputed Rev. Reeder’s criticism
of news media, both saying

* “there has been good cover-

age.” Rev. Recder replied he
was not eriticizing the news cov-'
erage but the lack of editorial

ennant . far tha nraoram- from

In Agreement
George Pope,
paign - Urbana
Assn., said his
agreement with

of the Che
Improvem
group was
the urban

| newal program as a means 3 '

improving living conditions a
removing blight.

He said the group had tw @“
concerns: That the cost of new

louses to be built in the urban

living in the area, and a cli- -
mate be established so people

renewal area be kept within" v B “0,“
the financial ability of people Ooﬁ%& F-

would be allowed to buy homes ==

outside the urban renewal area.

“‘Negro families have to pay|
such high rents they have to
double up, making for family
breakdowns and crime,” Pope
said. . His group favors- fair
housing, he said, and urges in-
tegration of present public hous-
irsg units and the appointment
of a Negro to the Champaign
County Housing Authority.

Rev. Bishop, the last speaker,
said he didn't see how a person
making $2,500 a year could buy
a new house “if he can’t main-
{ain his present house.” He
said residents of Northeast
Champaign now have the best
houses they can buy for the
money they were making.

“We have forgotten the Gold-
en Rule,” he said, adding “there
are plenty of houses on the
west, east and south sides.”
But, he said, ‘“everytime a Ne-
gro wants to buy a house in these
areas a real estate man runs
out and buys it himself.”

‘Help Ourselves’

““We organized as homeown-
ers to help ourselves,” Rev.
Bishop said. “We don’t want
anybody in urban renewal do-
ing for us what we can do for,
ourselves.” i

He said the homeowners group
had a lefter signed by Mayor
Emmerson . Dexte AL‘%_JN&“-
Y '{- ',’T' Sy s "_(.:"'and

e

*Cay  advising

W “{}“»\_,_1 B 2 . e #: &‘.s-‘x-b/ﬂff G 4
%a’:_ ~houses in  good Tepair
‘unld not. be- torn down . and
said he "‘hoped they weuld hon-
or that letter.”

Sevelg'ns ended the discussion
by saying “urban renewal will
}he com-

benefit ':eﬂferyon& in
munity.,

“In the
busi

excess of their value

"

—

| QﬂakersAék
Open' Public
! Housing Here

| The need for low-cost housin
in Champaign - Urbana — on ag
‘ncn - segregated basis — was
‘stressed by the Urbana-Cham-
paign Friends Meeting Monday.
* A letter to the Champaig
County Public Housing ‘Al?tallm‘gx33
ity, signed by Gene Gilmore.
clerk of the Iocal Quaker group’
Monday emphasized this need. ;
Copies of the letter wer
‘to David Gensemer, direc%of'égitf
'the Urban Renewal program: A.
’Dean Swartzel, regional direc-
tog pf Urban Renewal, Chicago;
,W}Iham E. Bergeron, regional
;dmecj;qr of the Public Housing
'Administration, Chicago, and
rl;‘(égett IW}Ifaver, director of the
eral Housing Age h-
ington, D.C. < geney, Was{h
The letter reads as follows:

j “One of the greatest needs of
|our ’comx_'nunity is low-cost hous-
[§ng. > This has been the conclus-
‘lon of many local meetings and
‘workshops. Those who wish to
state the problem in human
terms point out that sickness,
poor performance in school, and
broken families, can be the re-
sults of years of over-crowded
hvm.g conditions. We need to be
reminded that small, cold,
damp, inadequate rooms are
often paid for at a price far in

on the

open market.

L
{'not buy or rent on the open

Housing Scarce
“But many of our citizens can-

market. They must pay the
asking price because any hous-
ing for Negroes is scarce. The
primary reason for this situation
is racial discrimination. Despite
considerable progress in Cham-
paign and Urbana, many of our
(citizens still face discrimination
{in jobs, salaries, working con-
‘[ditions, education, and housing.
{As long as this discrimination
‘continues, our citizens will suf-
fer from its effects. Therefore,
it is important that community
‘action should combat discrimi-
‘nation and not just some of its
|effects. This is particularly true
i'in the field of housing.

| “More low-cost housing is
lurgently needed. Public housing
'seems to be the best answer
to this need, and public housing
is being considered :as. part of
the urban renewal program in
Champaign. But it is very im-
portant that in providing low-
cost housing we do not include
further discrimination as part
of the package. This would be
the result if new public housing
were to be built north of Uni-
versity Avenue in the area now
occupied largely by Negro fam- .
ilies. Housing built in that area
is almost certain to be segre-
gated, as the  existing public
housing is. * ‘ :

“To build new housing which
will be segregated is fo continue
school segregation and all the
other problems: resulting from
unfair treatment. Our country
and our commumity are begin-
ning to make progress in the
area of civil rights. To build
more public housing in the north
end might create the impression
that we had helped solve a prob-
lem. : :

Costly Mistake

“Jt seems more likely that
anything which contributes to
segregation in our community,
especially an action of a gov-
‘ernment body such as the Cham-
‘paign County Public Housing
‘Authority, would be a very cost-
ly mistake. It would place an
lofficial body on the side of per-
petuating segregation . rather
than ending it. It would add one
more area of segregated pub-
lic housing. The fact that all
public housing units in our coun-
ty are now segregated presents
enough of a problem for us all
to solve. Further segregation
'must not be considered. s
. “We deplore the attitude that
lintegrated public housing is=not
'possible in our community. We
strongly urge that you adopt at
once a policy of assigning ap-
'plicants to public housing where
‘ever there is a vacancy. This
‘would gradually bring about an
integrated situation in all pub-
lic housing as required by law.
“We further urge that all new

public housing be built at a dis-
from the areas now oc-

cupied. largely by Negro fam-

|20 s

0 | oS : 7




By GEORGE COMINOS
News-Gazette Staff Writer
T In inferviewing Friday after-
n inoon Mr. and Mrs. John Han-

James Williams and Martin
‘Harris, answering questicns for
which answers are needed in

E‘g; carrying forth Champaign’s Ur-
3, Lo ban Renewal plans.

As this was the first interview
, {o be conducted, other city of-
kReeq ficials joined Williams, who is
BIET relocation officer of the Depart-
singer ment of Urban Renewal, and
‘Harris, Champaign housing in-
spector.

With them at the house of
sMr, and Mrs. Hannett were
Mayor Emmerson V. Dexter,
City Manager Warren Browning,
sdmon and David D. Gensemer, direc-

fetor of Urban renewal.

g Williams and Harris will con-
2tinue the task of makmg addl-

0

o]
na
nas
s
n

1429 13 Totdl s A5 s
1~ edmon 2584 981 24 57

an $d AT 16—39
:ordov»(“) Argenta (61)

UR SURVEY STARTS. Mr. and Mrs.
John Hannett, 407 E. Beardsley, discuss
the family form required to be filled by
residents in the Urban Renewal Project
1 area in Champaign with David Gense-
mer, director of Urban Renewal, Mayor

News (Gazeir'e Photo by Robert Arbuckle
Emmerson V.
Warren Browning, left to right.
Mrs. Hannett were the first to be inter-
viewed and additional interviews of resi-
dents for filling out the forms will con-

tinue on Monday. ;—?1) 2? B

Sfdl‘f Questioning Fami Ii_,;j*

tional surveys on Monday, meet-
ing with others in the Cham-
paign’s Urban Renewal Project
Area 1.

Two types of forms were filled
out during the interviews with
Mr. and Mrs. Hannett, and these
will also be the basis for inter-
views with others. One form was
concerned with obtaining infor-
mation about the residents them-
selves.

The other form related to the
structural survey of house.
Form Important

Gensemer has pointed out the
family form is the most im-
portant part of the whole plan-
ning program, having pointed

out that through these forms the

family ‘‘speaks and is heard.”
It is through the forms that

the desires of a family are imade |Z

known to city officials. Informa-

Dexter and City Manager
Mr. and

tion obtained for the fo
be confidential — for
only of the Departme
ban Renewal.

sons in the family, ¥
close relatives and anyone
living in the house — atﬁ*what
the relocation and hou
quirements are.

The condition of their
ent dwellings will be sét forth
as will monthly living expenses
and any major debts. They are
{o tell their desire's as to where
they might want to build or
rent if it is determiined that
their present housing is such
as to be required to be razed.

The forms provide space for
commenting regarding housing
and relocation needs, and oth-

“(Please turn to page 28 col. 1)
il




nett, Champaign Housing Inspector Mar-

ANSWER QUESTIONS FOR SURVEY.
family and structural  tin Harris, Hannett, and James L. il-
liams, relocation officer of the Cham-
Urban Renewal.

forms require
kitchen of the home of My. paign Department of

re Mrs. Han-

Discussing the
E red for the Urban Renewal

survey in the
and Mrs. John Hannett, we

Start Survey

comments @ tam'ﬁy might

Jeast - comparable

estimated

~ix:re 197 structures in the
-1 area, and as there are du-

plexes and apartment houses

. in the area, {he number of fam-

jlies was esﬁmated at229:

Take TWoO Months ;
Pei The surveys are expec’t/ed to
find take about TWO months. i
handy Hannett, an interior- decora-
tor, sitting in the living room

“Fou  of the well
said he and

lish-F. Beardsley,
Jpana o wife have lived in the house
since. 1930. ;
Hannett, in answer fo @ ques-
¥on, said “fo a certain extent
1 am in favor of the Urban Re-
newal project and to 2 certain| i > i
extent, no.” ; 4 : News-Gazetie photos DY Robert ATbu
] grant you,” he continued, (;HECK OUTSlDE. Housing Inspector Martin' Harns
and John Hannett look over the guttering of the Han-
“as structural sur-

nett house at 407 F. Beardsley, s
in connection with Urban Renewal pr

efhat there S
| vey 1s made 11

thing done for the 1

who have @

1ry to keep it up,

for l&_ﬂgﬁ:&& e
L2
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‘Good For Community' .

: | e EIGHT
By GEORGE COMINOS sic humps it seems to n{e there’s]! e B
News-Gazette Staff Writer no reason why it won’t move '3"21
John Severns, who will step|along in good shape.” 0
down after serving as chairman| Severns said it was his feeling ¥

Is Public Housing On
IR 1 BB | \W ell-Designed Plan

newal for 2% years, said of the |[He added that important steps!

urban renewal program: ‘“The had been taken recently in the im is to get

most important thing in my program with the hiring of Da- By JOHN PIERSON ‘Camhli)t‘,lseti.!‘eT:tid:;‘ts interested
SR : : : : 4 | ec

mind is that this potentially can|vid Gensemer as urban renewal ' WASHINGTON (UPD—Is pub-|3r¢ lte housing before they g0

be a ve ood thing for the|director, iri = = \inu - e
Ty g g th ctor, the hiring of a reloca: ng well designed? outp to start earning a living.

whole community.” tion officer (James Williams) lic housi plic >
““The most interesting thing to |and getting out and talking to | Officials from the P‘t oA PHA has also increased its
me—not being an old time resi-|people in the neighborhood. Housing Administration s architect commission fees,

although these are still be-
low what an architect can

get priva.tely.

ity—i i o ices were

i 5 5 Sty it i surves Provm Soslonal a1
Many people see the Northeast| SCVerns observed that the "'.];aSkeSnt 131 Washington.

Neighborhood as an area on the planning survey will determine m s 1~ 2 wer: between 15 and

other side of the Illinois Central |Vhat happens to individual prop- ~ 'f. ‘Their aME" % ie nousing|  gyany, PHA has set up a sta-

tracks. ertles and pointed out that the §20 et \cegt ? ned, although thely. o 50 architects all .a‘round

“It is near the University of g is el deaiE have| qo country who are willing to

or three years p .
Tlinois and it is near downtown. ofinite improvement.| . .vo a5 consultants on public
It’s a very strategic location in

and fraternal groups assisted in gseen a d : s > et L o
& . 1 = 85 per cent, housing projects. 2 .
the community.” developing of block committees. " The 1esrt, ‘fgf\fgcﬁonal or both, oo D e plans after they've
Severns added that the spend- o)

Severns added: ugly to look at and 10\peen drawn up by the project
ing of money by private people| ‘People didn’t understand u.nple‘asant . architect. : : -
to rebuild the area would create (What urban renewal was all live 1n- + who was present| (yhfortunately, many of the
jobs and stimulate business. He|2bout. They were concerned at the meeting P

An architec ut the percent-| o 4ion’s best architects are us-
added that assessed valuations|2Pout how it would affect them

Neighborhood, Committee made
up of representatives of civic ﬁpast two

Jic housing 2l a1y too busy to act as consult-

age of good P 9 per cent” andigneg e

of properties in the area will be-|individually and collectively.
cm}x)le %(iegher. Over a time we were able to - Y mggevigg‘t‘ after filling sta-
Less Time get across to them that urban s}lgges bli housing is the worst,
The resignation of Severns|Fenewal is a good thing.” hons'r%pmeAmeﬂca. '
from the post was accepted by| “Once you get people in- eyess ; n were
City Manager Warren Browning [formed things take ecare of The officials thzuc i
“with regret.” Severns, an ar-|themselves,” Severns continued. asked why most !’“ 4. Here
_chitect, said his reason for re-|‘‘We’re helping them in helping ing is poorly “es‘g‘i‘; =
signing was that he has had|themselves.” are some of their 1Geas: :
‘less and less time available for| His job as chairman Severns Good. attractive housing
committee work because of his|called ‘‘challenging and frustrat- —Goo ,e The public has not
' Coffice. ing, but satisfying.” oS Ko accept the idea that
He said the chairman should| «Qnce you realize that most zﬁarit y should provide any né(())l;i%
have at least 15 hours available of the questions, concerns and th barest essentlalS- |
during the week though he might |criticisms were sincere, then| T ivhich holds the purse-|
not always need to give thatthere’s no real problem,” Sev- Bress. ~ imply reflects public
“ many hours to the job. erns said. : ‘ istrings, 2 > |

Basically, the idea behind the A e
committee, Severns said, was ans:ve}:'srei;];:n()ftggopclzixifrﬂ?tzg
- two-fold, about urban renewal, Sevemsi
i

First, he said, it is a require-|__. 75
" ment for the ¢ity to be eligible f;l]zhhgeg:. t;];;:rs}izid?:erf, 5
~for an Urban Renewal program g-
to have citizen participation.

“This is a way of getting in-
terested citizens involved and a
“means of assisting city offices—
 the Urban Renewal Depart-
ment and the Plan Commission,
and other city departments —
- with work they can’t possibly
accomplish with the staffs avail-
able.”

The second aspect, he said,
was that it is ‘“a way of provid-
‘ing through the committee spe-
cialized talents in the program
and for disseminating informa-
tion to the eommunity as to what
the program is about and how
it relates to their areas of inter-
ests.” -

. Learning Of Program |
He said that basically it was
ier for someone to learn
about the program from some-‘
“one he knows than by reading
~about it or hearing about it in
“the news media or learning
“apout it from a city official.
. Betause of the committee,
- Severns continier. people “feel
B alo)f“ﬁeeg&}tzaskﬁﬂg s and
»feel freer to-criticize. Tsf‘ﬁr‘:'i”vya?

e e

1
|

““This doesn’t mean everybody |
agrees — that’s not the nature
of democracy. My own impres-
sion is that most people are i
favor of it and the peo
in favor of it have an t
standing.” :










Alliance for Progress Ai_d Seeks to Reduce Slums Like These in Rio de Janeiro.

Alliance for Progress Projects
Touching Lives of 100 Million

By BEN F. MEYER
Of the Associated Press
Washington

“THE ALLIANCE is taking
hold,” President Johnson said
in his State of the Union mes-
sage. “The war on poverty in
Latin America is under way.”

Actually, the Alliance for
Progress is a much bigger war
than a war on poverty. In its
simplest terms, the Alliance for
Progress is an effort to guide,
along non-violent lines, an eco-
nomie, social and political rev-
olution in Latin America.

President John F, Kennedy,
who launched it, described the
plan as a “vast, cooperative ef-
fort, unparalleled in magnitude
and nobility of purpose to sat-
isfy the basic needs” of the
peoples of Latin America for
“homes, work and land, health
and schools.” »

The Alliance is the biggest
thing of its kind ever undertak-
en. It dwarfs in money, scope
and time, as well as in the
magnitude of problems faced,

the only similar effort in recent.
history—the Marshall Plan for
~ Europe. v

After World War 1II the Unit-
ed States put about $12 billion
into an intensive, four-year
drive to rebuild western Eu-
rope. That task had a fixed
point of completion and has
ended long since. ‘

The Alliance is a $100 billion
plan for the complete restruc-
ture of Latin’ America, The 10-
year program is just the be-
ginning. Of the total, at least
$10 billion is to come from the
US. government, a like
amount from other parts of the
world, and $80 billion from La-
tin America itself. -

Goals

The goals are outlined in the
charter of the Alliance for
Progress, approved by hemis-
phere nations at a conference
in Punta Del Este, Uruguay,
Aug. 17, 1961.

The first declared goal in the
charter’s “Declaration of the
Peoples of America” is “to im-
prove and strengthen Democra-
tic institutions through applica-
tion of the principle of self-de-
termination by the people.”

From there the charter goes
through a long list of aspira-
tions, among them:

Economic and social devel-
opment to raise living stand-
ards.

“De

people.” and resistance to any change.

Agrarian reform to help the One factor is that the birth
man who {ills the soil to rate in Latin America is 3 per
achieve economic stability and cent or more a year, among
“the guarantee of his freedom the world’s highest. The United

and dignity.”
Fair wages and working con-
ditions.

To “wipe out illiteracy.” Considering the problems,
Health and sanitation pro- some Latin American legisla-
grams. tive bodies have moved with

States is quietly offering help
to countries wishing to encour-
age birth control.

ent homes for all our.

Tax reforms *‘demanding surprising speed to impose new
more from those who have taxes and adopt land and other
most’’ and to “punish tax eva- reform laws.
sion severely.” At least four Latin American

Monteary and fiscal stabil- countries have substantially in-
ity. creased their taxes, says Mann.

And the list goes on and on In all, 16 countries have adopt-
to touch such topics as stimu- ed improved tax legislation; 12
lation of private enterprise, re- are working on agrarian reform
lief from the wide fluctuations programs.
in the price of raw materials  From the beginning, the Alli-
Latin America exports, and ance plan emphasized that its
economic integration of Latin guccess would rest mainly on
America along the lines of the internal efforts of the Latin
European Common Market. ~  American nations themselves.

Some of the goals carried When miracles didn’t start hap-
built-in sources of opposition— pening there was disappoint-
taxing the rich, punishing those ment, even bitterness. Commu-
who evade taxes (a new con- nists sought to capitalize on

~cept-in some countries); the this, just as they had attacked

threat to those who:own-vast . the Marshall plan. b o

areas of land; a re-shaping of th;:

agricultural practices to per- jqe, that the Alliance was just
mit the growing of enough food ypcle Sam dressed like Santa

%" feed the population decent- (lays and give Latin Ameri-
Y- cans a greater voice in its plan-

What happened to Cuba ning the nations established
under the Communist regime, (ha alliance formally as a hem-

however, seems to have in- ; ; .
’ isphere-wide agency in 1963. Of
fluenced the haves, as well a5 goven members of the Inter-

the have-nots, to guide their A erjcan Committee on the
own revolutlgn along different Ajjiance for Progress (known
lines. as CIAP for the initials of its
Projects name in Spanish) six are Latin
In addition, thousands of pro- Americans. The U.S. member
jects undertaken under the Alli- is Walt Whitman Rostow, the
ance have begun to dot the state department’s policy plan-
countryside, in city and rural ning chief.
areas. The people seem to like  Carlos Sanz de Santamaria, a
what they see. hard-headed Colombian busi-
“You can’t hide 203,300 hous- ness man, industrialist and fi-
es built with U.S. support,” nancier in a country called the
says William D. Rogers, top land of poetry is CIAP’s exec-
US. executor of the Alliance tive boss. He agrees with
program under Thomas C. President Johnson that the Al-
Mann, until recently President liance is on the move and also
Johnson’s chief for diplomatic With critics who say it isn’t do-
and economic relations with ing all it should.
Latin America. “But one can understand bet-
President Johnson says Alli- ter the rate of accomplishment
ance projects already have af- if he ponders the difficulty of
fected the lives of nearly 100 transforming a group of coun-
million Latin Americans. tries from relative stagnation
But the going has been hard in economic .and social ad-
at times due to politicdl or eco- vancement into a group of na-
nomic unrest, revolutions and tions with modern technical,
military coups, problems inher- scientific, academic and admin-
ited from former dictators, or istrative techniques—and all in
from ineffective, corrupt or a few years.”
ill -_intentioned governments, Basical

In an effort to banish

anz adds, the Al-

liance is a formula of national
planning for progress. “And
when it began only one or two
countries had begun planning.
Latin America therefore had
to start from scratch. The cre-
ation of development projects
and training of technicians to
carry them forward has been
the first and one of the impor-
tant advancements of the Alli-
ance.”

Fortunately for the Alliance,
the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank had been created a
few years earlier. It has been
a potent factor, everyone
agrees, in stimulating Latin
American development. - It is
backed by 19 Latin American
countries and the United
States, and has won important
outside investments, from Eu-
rope, Japan and Canada.
Progress

Mexico and Venezuela, rated
tops in Alliance advancement
now plan to help sister nations.
There have been reports of

- substantial progress elsewhere,

Brazil and Chile, despite al-
most overwhelming obstacles,
have adopted progressive and
deeply-rooted economic and so-
cial measures.

Marked advances also have
been reported in Peru, Colom-
bia, Ecuador, Central America
(especially Guatemala and Sal-
vador), and Panama.

Brazil and Chile are sched-
uled to get giant injections of
aid from the United States this
year.

Argentina is beginning to
move but Latin American spe-
cialists say its government—
partly because of the heritage
problems from the Juan Peron
dictatorship—appears slow in
facing up to economic and fis-
cal reforms. Cancellation of
contracts with a group of for-
eign oil firms disturbed other
investors, and boosted petro-
leum imports, eating into an al-
ready scarce dollar supply.

In Uruguay, internal econom-
ic policies, and a government
executive system that compli-
cates decisions,
things down to a walk—or less.
In Haiti, where the U.S. put
millions into various projects,
the Alliance is at a standstill.

And Bolivia, noted for its
frequent, bloody revolutions, is
reported about six months “be-
hind schedule” on devel-

has slowed
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gy By Dav1d Wltke :

- The major steps remaining to
hnng Champaign’s Urban Re-
‘newal Project 1 to completion
by December of 1968 were out-
Tined this week by David Gen-
‘semer; city urban renewal di-
rector. « -
- “When these steps are com-
pleted, we’ll have a 47% - acre
'area that is attractive, useful,
- to - date and profltable
with a hfe expectancy of 25 to
0 years,” Gensemer said.

The project will continue in

\glanmng phase until the end

of the _year, This is a crucial
_period in which many important
decisions are to be made.

- The execution phase will be-
gm Jan. 2 and be completed
within three years of that date,
according to Gensemer’s pres-
ent timetable.

Other Projects Later

- If Project 1 proves successful,
other projects designed to re-
qew the entire Northeast Neigh-
borhood can be undertaken and
‘completed 'in 10 years, Gense-
mer estimated.

- The major planning steps to
_be completed by the end of this
- year include:

—A marketing research anal-
yst firm will soon be hired to
conduct a Land Use and Mar-
ketability Study (LUM). This is
-a key report which will deter-
- mine the highest and best use
for each plot of land in the pro-
ject area. It will suggest which
| properties the city must acquire
'and how to market these prop-
-erties to developers.

- —Beginning Monday, surveys
~will be made of each family and
_every structure in the project
-area. The structural surveys are
‘required to determine how
‘many and which buildings are
_deficient. The family surveys
~will enable urban renewal offi-
‘cials to learn what assistance
~each family will require once
~the execution phase begins.
Compile Owner Data
~ — Gensemer must complete
~compilation of property owner-
_ship data for the area. This is
proving a difficult task, since
~original plat maps and legal
escriptions of the properties
are. provmg to contain many dis-
_crepancies.
’ When oWnersth data is com-
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PROJECT 1 AREA

This map shows the present
boundaries of Champaign’s Ur-
ban Renewal Project 1 area,
and additions now being con-

sidered by the federal govern-
ment in accordance with the
city council proposal. Land
acquisition within the Project

GROVE

1 area and relocation of famil-
ies is expected to begin in Jan-
uary of 1966.

piled, the City Planning Depart-
ment will draw maps showing
ownership of all properties and
structures within the area.

— The execution phase con-
tract must be drawn and ap-
proved by the City Council and
the federal Housing and Home
Finance Agency.

The execution phase to begin
Jan. 2 will follow this pattern:

Acquisition of property and
relocation of families will be
among the first tasks undmr-
taken.

Some Structures Stay -

Structures which are not sub-
standard and which are com-
patible with the use designated
for the land will not be disturb-
ed, but other properties will be
purchased by the city. Which
properties will be purchased is
still  undetermined, pending
completion of the land use study.

Families will continue to live
in the purchased homes, pay-
ing rent to the city, until new
homes are found for them.

Gensemer estimated it w111
take about a yea :

all the properties and about two
years to relocate the families.

As the families are relocated,
the structures will be demolish-
ed by private contractors. The
sites then will be developed
along the lines determined in
the land use study.

As soon as each plot of land
is prepared, redevelopment will
begin. Bids will be taken for
the land, and bidders will agree
to develop the land for its de51g-
nated use.

Either individual householders
or large scale developers may
bid on the land, depending on
the size and designated use of

the plots involved. Gensemer

said.

The first properties should be
ready for resale and develop-
ment about 18 months after the
execution period begins — that
is, by July of 1967.

‘And when the project is com-
plete in December of 1968, what
will have heen accomplished?
Gensemer answers this question
by comparmg the descmptlon of

ghhol

and while public utilities in the
area are adequate, they are
often unused.

‘“Urban renewal will elimin-
ate these conditions. When we
finish, we will have 47% acres
containing about 250 families—
a figure slightly higher than at
present, but with living condi-
tions vastly improved.

“All the structures will be in
accord with city requirements
and the area will be served by
a modernized utilities system in
accordance with the land use
plan. S

“We will have. an area in
which all demolition and con-
struction will  have been ac-
complished by private enter-
prise.”

Urban Renewal:

May. Expand







; By JOHN PIERSON

- WASHINGTON (UPD —
Question :
- the federal government going to
‘gpend on housing this year?
-~ Answer: $10 million.
estion: How much

rate  something that mag
ongressmen  and newsm
ave come to accept as fae

an renewal, public housi
mortgage msurance it

‘That's why Uncle Sam can

’ohnsons budget shows gus-

'During the current fiscal
ear, housing receipts are e

How much money is| L

pend 543 bllhon on housing|

By GEORGE COMINOS
News-Gazette Staff Writer
The Prince Hall Masonic
Grand Lodge of Chicago has
een looking into the possibility

fof serving as a non-profit spon-

sor of a housing development in
the medium-rent category in
Champaign.

Donald Moyer chairman of

‘the City of Champaign Human

Relations Commission, said at
Thursday night’s meeting rep-
resentatives had been here for
meetings and that the lodge is

serving as sponsor of similar’

projects in other cities and will
in the Spring start construction
of a project of this kind in Rock
Island.

The lodge.. serves as a nof-
proflt sponsor - and Moyer de-
¢ seribed the organization as hav-
ing “the know-how to get the

| job done.” No decision has been

made by the judge.
The commission’s discussion

{which a non-profit or limited

centered on this type of housing,

profit organization can build in
cities that have workable urban
renewal programs. Champaign
has started its program.

The sponsor contracts with the

By GEORGE COMINOS
! News-Gazctte Staff Writer
The tax structure here is pro-
‘hibitive for ‘the development of
~rental housing by a non-profit
corporahon. James Robinson, a
iDallas attorney, said at a meet-
mg Wednesday night in the City

Robmson. who has been here
investigating the possibilities of |:
the development of housing in
the moderate price range for
the Prince Hall Grand Masonic
‘Lodge of Chicago, said cost of
the land was not the prohibitive
factor, as some had said.

The investigation, Robinson
said, showed that taxes fo be
paid on a single housing unit in
‘Champaign come to $250 to

s =)

$275 per year, adding:

“When you talk about building
a 200-unit building, you're talk-
ing about $50,000 a year in tax
es.”
e He added it was difficult fo
need here| get exemptions for non-profit
icorporations for developments
mot used for religious or educa-

itional purposes.

government to build and oper-
ate the housing development,
with rents in the $65 to $90 per
month category, Moyer said.
Will Be Needed
“This, of course,
thing we're going to
if people are to be displaced by
urban renewal. There is a tre-
mendous shortage in this rental "= = B
category here,” Moyer added. The big problem here is not
land. It is the ad valorem tax
Under the Federal Housmgl structure,” Robinson said. He

{Act, he said, the government ‘added that in comparable s

provides for a mortgage insured the taxes would run $120 to 5140
at 100 per cent with interest per unit per year.

rate of three and seven-eighths Cites Alteraiies.
over a 40-year period. L H u :
e added: ‘“You can do one
Moyer added that the profit of of two things—change the ta x
a limited-profit orgamzahon structure or get tax exemptions
serving as a sponsor “is limited o non-proﬁt housmg h Cham-

to six per cent.

David Gensemer,
director of urban renewal, sai
that the housing can consist of
apartments, or even of single-
family dwellings, but added de-
velopment of -the latter would
probably be prevented by the
high cost of land.

Tt would be more economical
to have three or four units in
a building, he said. Gensemer
said these types of buildings
|were attractive and did not just
consist of row houses.
Meeting Planned

Gensemer added he was try-
ing to set up a meeting with
FHA officials on this type of
'program and it will be in about
two weeks, so all requirements
for this type of program can
be learned.

After the 40-year period of
the loan, the sponsoring organi-;
|zation obtains title to the prop-
lerty, he said. The limited-prof-
lit organization can obtain title
after 20 years by paying off
the mortgage and can then sell
the property.

Gensemer said it is neces-
sary for the sponsoring organi-
zation to have two per cent of
the estimated total cost of the
project, which is placed in es-
crow in a bank, and remains
there until the hnal loan is
closed.

Moye. said the number of

I Dlonca-4+1rn ¥n Paea 10 Coal—-5)

7

er the meet-

corporations.

Long said it was {l
his committee to se
this type of housing i
paign — described as
for people with incomes
too high for public hou
not high enough for
compete for housing in
‘market.

MecFall pointed out
insures the mortgage
interest rates for this
development, which is
regular rate of 5% per
been set at 3 and %ths
for these projects.

Income limits for
for this type of housing
said, was: one person !
year; two, $6,100; 3 or
5 or 6, $8,200; and 7
$9,300.

In answer to a questi
as to whether the UI cc
sor such housing, Mcl
the UI itself could not
was a way it could
Southern Illinois Unive
a foundation and the f
has been found eligible
as a non-profit sponso
type of apartment ho
students, and a projec
kind is presently being
he said.

Later, when it was
out that persons gettin
ence for locating in thi
housing development n
been displaced by go
action, it was asked if
the UI in displacing
from housing could be
ed government action







Mesting Topic

urban renewal at a regular
meeting of the Champaign-Ur-
bana Home Builders Assn. at
6:30 p.m. Wednesday at the
Champaign Moose Club.

David D. Gensemer, director
of urban renewal for Cha{n'
| paign, Jerome Dasso, University
of Tllinois Commerce College
|professor, and Leland Hender-
‘son, state president of the Na-
tional Association of Home
 Builders, will address the meet-

|ing.

I

Three speakers will discuss

The Urban Renewal Admin-|:
istration isn’t expecting to do|
quite so well in balancing dis-|:
bursements and receipts. URA |
‘has budgeted $243 million for .
d advances and onlyA';g
million for repayments.

GENSEME
NEIGHB

is really two programs.|:
one, the government under-|
tes private housing by means
'HA mortgage insurance. In

A neighborhood council meet-
ing is set for 8 p.m. Tuesday at|
the home of Jesse Perkins, 1120/
W. Park Ave,, Champaign.

David Gensemer, Champaign
Urban Renewal director, will
|speak. The neighborhood coun-
cils are sponsored by the Inter-
faith Council on Fair Hou§ing.L
A spokesman said inferacted

g o

ming fiscal year, FHA
to guarantee repayment

X -
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UR And Utility Tax

Champaign Issues

By GE,OR’EE:;COI\’IINOS
News-Gazette Staif Writer

Two issues have come partic-
ularly to the fore in the Cham-
paign City Council election cam-
paign. These are urban renewal,
with the question as to whether
the Project I Area will be car-
ried out to come to a vote by
the Council probably in early
fall, and the so-called ‘‘utility
tax’’ — a gross receipts tax on
utility services, which is paid by
consumers and, in reality,
amounts to a sales tax on water,
gas, electricity, telephone and
telegram bills.

. Each of the six candidates for
!the three Council positions to be
filled in the April 6 election was
asked how he stood on these two
issues. Views of two candidates
at a time, in alphabetical order,
will be given in these columns
within the next few days.

" Charles F. Keeling said the
city, having entered into a con-
tract with the federal govern-
ment fgf‘ ‘an $80,000 loan for ur-
ban regewal, ‘was committed to
$30,000 of that..

“If we do not go through with

city $30,000,” Keeling said. E l
“We're already involved to that c
degree and it behooves all of us, * :
including the City Council, to % .
'see what the Project 1 Area will ;
provide and how it works. We :
owe it to urban renewal to try 3

i

“He added: “I think it de- 'd

serves a chance. See what

Phase 1 does and decide

from there, If urban re-

newal works, T would he the

first to vote for it, and con-

versely, if not, I'd be the

first to vote against it.”

Keeling said he wants to see
how Phase 1 works and would
then decide on how he would
vote on Phase 2, if he had a
vote on the City Council.

As for the utility tax, Keeling
said, “it’s really real easy to
say you're opposed to it, but
you have to come up with an
answer on how to replace the
revenue if the utility tax is re-
pealed.” NSt g

“It does appear,” he con-
tinued,, “that they're going fo
allow local governments o in-
crease the sales f{ax. This
would be one way of doing it.

it, this will end up costing the
e

(Please turnto Pagg_ 5, Col. 1)

o

persons are invited to att ’ ’ 2 ': i

T Decisio,

On UR This Yeq

By GEORGE COMINOS |
News-(ﬁazette

) ; are involved in surveys
o Staff Writer !lhes and of structu?e: 01"
g o Year 1965 will he {he FToject 1 Area, :
Year of Decision”’ ‘

: A for urb The su
ronewE m Champaign, anif been a;‘l}z:l:w;; ;B;Z;;)OOH
3 J5s S Y the He
2 Then Champal_gn City Council| > 2" Home Fina
in carly fall will decide follgw.| “A81¢Y for the work thy
wipp L Public hearing, whethey jy| S8 o0 — described as

execute the first

phase of
;h? urban renewal program (?r
orget the whole business, I

pPreliminary survey for
Project 1 area urbalm rene
al program,
,, An.additional sum of $1f
{1s being asked for the nex
David‘days- The federa] agency
rector 28reed to provide g loan of
James Wil to $82.563 for all of the pre
(?fficcr, and inary work. =
ing jnspectorl 'P.ari of the $16,000 wil] g0
,paym.g. for a ]anld use and n
;Ir:ﬂzblhéy} study  that is to
ade of the Projec '
;"private firm. Sk
Cost of the pProgram would
shared on the basis of the f
eral government paying thr
fgurths of the tota] cost and t
city of Champaign one fourth
The preliminary planninv‘
expected 1o he compleie(;
time for the city Council to co
duct publje hearing in early fg
on the urban renewal plan ar
on the proposed relocation pla
progr’am — that is relocation
fapnhes and individuals wh
might have {g be displac\ed.
: Then, the crucial decision wi]
€ made by the City Couneil —
whether to apply to the
and Home Finance
a loan and grant cont
ecuting the Project
gram.
If so. then a Joa " 1
goverrinent will be Sse[c;otr: p?:!o
bare the fina] Planning for the-

It is that simple.

At thg bresent time
Gensfemer, Champaign (i
of urban renewal,
liams, relocation
Martin Harris, hous

Housing
Agency fo;
Tact for ex.
1 Al‘ea pro-

s : - Project 1 Are
s representatives of the Cham: : rea. If the (j
e g bii;xelpcny Council, the Cham- Council turns thumbs down t(r:]g
— TP 5 : ga:gn Department of Urban Re- “"IfUI’ban renewal, v |
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Urban Renewal will be the : Representatives for the FH fadee 9 renewed later
topic for the Champaign - Ur- d da will be J. G. McFall, chief o 'the North ederal program in
bana.Homebuﬂders Association e nes y | derwriter of the Springfield of- B th'east. Neighborhood.
meeting at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday blic forum about possible g.a and N. P. Donson, FHA | G :_s Point about 89 fam.
n the Moose Club. L tal units in"‘zonye intergroup relations ad- €ys have been com.

Speaker will include Cham-i
paign Urban Renewal Director
David Gensemer; Jerome Das-
so of the University of Illinois
College of Commerce; and Le-
land Henderson of Decatur, state
president of the Association of
Home Builders.

~ Social hour will begin at 6:30
p.m., dinner at 7 p.m. and the
meeting will follow. A meeting
of board members will be held
at5:30 pm. >

-

low-costs private ren ‘
Champaign will be held at 7'30.vis0r.
p.m. Wednesday. in the un- |
cil Chambers of the Champaign
City Building.

" The forum is sponsored bfy 31:
Champaign Depar:tn}?nft o -
ban Renewal. It wﬂlﬁqgmc‘.ern the
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people who canpot gu___ahfy fot‘;
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‘*aﬁm'd to pay existing hig
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months, endine in
= hs, Fe early fall
“Aoérll(f;am?gu:hat the City Council
se e hearing dat
e for
riep;embgr or October ang th:fll
chinéet?}; (;ecision that coulg
1 ace of a sector
}(],‘hampalgn —Or let it pe g5 (1)‘5
as been for decades. §

4 t 200 that
de. The same
Iveys of houses
have also peen

survey.. pro-
take about



.2

This is the second in a
series giving the views of
the six candidates for the
Champaign City Council on
urban renewal and the gross
receipts tax on utility serv-
ices paid by consumers,
which has been referred to
as the “utility tax.” Views
of two candidates at a time,
in alphabetical order, are
given. i

'By GEORGE COMINOS

News-Gazette Staff Writer

“Certainly, T favor urban re-
newal for: Champaign,”
Cou_gxci}ma.n Frank E. Schooley,
“and this is not a momentary
or temporary decision.’””

- Schooley said two studies had

been made — of the campus
neighborhood 'south of Univer-
sity Avenue and of the area
north of University Avenue.
The studies were made, he
added, to determine if there
was a need for rehabilitating
certain areas of Champaign and
it was determined there was a
‘need in the’area north of Uni-
 versity Avenue
| He said onsequence the
city embarked on the urban re-
inewal program, and added:
‘“This -is one of the ways of ac-
¢ rg;plishing‘,the goal. We felt
the need was there and that this
as a possible way of helping
‘the neighborhood.
~ Concerning  gross  receipts
tax on - utility services (utility
tax); Schooley said:
- ““My position is the city then
land - still does—needs funds to
| carry out the services of the city
and these were the only funds
available for the city unless it
should go back to the whéel

Tax Income Lost
He added that about 10 years
ago the people of Champaign
voted six to one in a referendum
against the wheel tax., Because
| of an Illinois Supreme Court rul-
ing, he pointed out, the city lost
a great deal of property tax
income. i :

- Restoring of this income, he
said, posed .two possibilities —
adoption of the utility tax or in-
creasing the property tax. The
people voted four to one against
| increasing the property tax, he
| continued. : ®
He said the people had been
' assured that this would be the
| option—if they did not,w the

ey,
T

said

YOIT | "HRC Topic:
SU€ o Thursday

2l housing in the medium

to $90 per
ng the dis-

1

as leéry as can be as fo t

road we have to take to get 1 Rent 565
ban renewal. I am leery price ransge of '§
federal control when you gmonth wiall be_anio
federal aid.” : cussion topics for

On Condemnation meeting :

Skelton then said of conderday of thei ,?:)tg’s Commis
nation proceedings that migfuman Rﬁ %l
be required: ““I absolutely dithe s e i
dain condemnation. T think it This type Ohav
as up-American as can be,” able to citles i o

“I'm not 100 per cent sold ¢Urban Sience pthh 100 per
urban renewal,” . Skelton cor FHA gapetviion o rovidedE
finued, \Adding; be fid nopkayoent federal financiil, To, T
preciate some of the facets ¢3n acceptable SPOR n and man
urban renewal. .~ dertake its S“per‘{lsmt the an

“Tiat is the inhumanity ¢agement, accoriglg mté e
taking someone’s home,” Skejnouncement of hzirman of th
ton said. He further said of thilDonald Moyer, ® Commission. |
that the home ‘‘may not be th{Human Bela‘aons 0 gt
best there is,” and pointed ou| He said Spch 2 Spgites ir
that the homes may be com;presently tUIeBEE

: f the prob
ol o Champaign. As one of th¢ ;
pletely paid for. lems facing the Champaign Un

; : { is ma
lems that are going to arise inban Renewal progra\md S
urban_renewal — the problems ing Sure _adequatem:\: s Tt
with individuals and with  the able housing be;lci: = -
federal government. T just don’t to all persons diSP ! .
look forward to them at all,”|ban Re AC
Skelton said. there is a criti

Skelton added: g

}
\
i

of Champalgn
sion 1N
housing is ayail—’
e an approve
gram under;

¥

“T am very leery of the prob-“

newal actl
cal shortage ¢

in this pric

|rental housin

“T think pri-

much of what a federal urban| €T:
renewal program can.” _Moyer s
| As for the money-side of ur-, nouncemen
ban renewal, Skelton said: “It’st ing inform d
wonderful to have, but can we are jnvited to attenc
afford it? Under the present tax ing and ask qovieNE
situation that we are faced with,
locally, state-wide and nation-
ally, I don’t think it's desirable
to increase taxes for the bene-
fit of urban renewal.
Some In Favor
“Some of the councilmen sin-
cerely feel it is necessary, that
it is something we can’'t do
without. I don’t think it is some-
thing we can’t do without.” *
As for the utility tax, Skel-i
ton said he was in favor of the
2 per cent tax that was voted
when the city lost revenue from
the property tax. He said he
did not favor the additional
three-fourths of one per cent in-
crease in the utility tax to fi-
nance urban renewal. !
“I did not think it was justi-|
fied that each and every indi-|
vidual in the city should be
taxed for urban renewal. Therei
'was no justification for the in-|
crease.” T e g
Skelton said " further he felt
this was putting “a er-
whelming burden’”’ 1
in the‘c‘omfmiriity

aid further in the &
t that persons WIS

-. -

public forum on medium-cost
housing Wednesday were -t ol d
S-llsuch housing would be difficult
the public 4o ohiain for Champaign, then|
set for 7:30 p.m. ThuIS='oq,46ned not to be discouraged

4 by the Northeast Neighborhood

vity, and sine
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ited as Problem

m-Cost Housing Here Is Discussed

By Paul Peters -
About 25 people attending a

project belongs to the spor
Generally, persons eligibl]
such housing are families v
incomes fall within levels s
the FHA handicapped pe
and those over 62.
According to McFall, a
soring organization must
have “an idea of what they
to do and where they wa
do it.”

A general plan is present
the sponsor to the FHA, the
ter is discussed and if it
cided the project would f
quirements of the prograr
application is submitted b
prospective sponsor. After
further analyses of the pre
project and the affected
follow, along with appli
for a loan. e

by the situation.

The forum, held in the ity
council chambers, was called

Committee of the Citizens’ Ad-
visory Committee on Urban Re-
newal.

David Gensemer, local urban
renewal director, served as mo-
derator for a three - man panel,
including Eldridge Long, chair-
man of the committee; J. G. Mc-
Fall, chief underwriter for the
Federal Housing Authority’s
Springfield Area office, and N.
P. Dotson, zone intergroup rela-
tions advisor for the FHA, from
Chicago.

The men answered questions
on Section 221-D3 housing, an
FHA category which fills a kind
of “no man’s land” for those
whose incomes are above the
top level allowed for public
housing and below the bottom
level at which they might effec-
tively “‘compete” for housing in
the public market. l

Stumbling Block |

A major stumbling block to
establishment of such housing
locally, the high real estate tax
rate, was brought up by a Dallas,
'Tex., attorney, James Robin-
son. Robinson represents about
20 statewide Prince Hall Mason-
ic organizations and hasbeen in-
vestigating chances that the II-
linois group might sponsor a
‘medium - cost project in Cham-
paign. :

“The tax structure,” he as-
serted, “makes this kind of
housing ~ almost  prohibitive
here.” He then said he had
checked the tax rates and found
that while the average tax per
unit per year in areas compar-
able to Champaign would be
$120 to $140, the rate in Cham-,
paign would be $250 to $275. }

Under' the FHA program, a
sponsor finances a project with
a federally insured loan, usually
from a private lending agency,
and charges rents adequate to
make payments on the miort-
gage and maintain the buildings.

Rents must be lowered if the
‘sponsor is taking in “too much”
|mcmey from the project, but can
'be raised only with federal ap-
‘proval. When the mortgage is
\paid, at the end of 40 years, the
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1 AREA. Boundary line depicted on this
s the Project 1 Area of the urban renewal pro-

ized at a meetmg Wednesday night of the
ity Council in response to a request of the )
office of the FHA in Chicago. At present, sur- and Ciion further to the ekt - ,
eing undertaken of families and of houses Wright 'St.  Most southern boundary line a ngh is
gs by the city's Urban Renewal Department, Grove St. Aerial photo was taken by Charles Dammr.
expected that a public hearing will be held i na consulting engineer.

early ;au by the City

as to whelther to proc













T’F
For Family -
Incomes Up

By ADR.EN COOPER

WASHING’I'ON ® -~ Approx
imately 464, 600 American fami
" lies took a giant step last year
Their inco edged over the
$3,000 mark — and out of wha
the admnustra}tmn defines as th¢
“poverty bracket.” i

‘At the happlkr ergl qf dhe
scale, a Census Bureau repori
also shows, the number of fam:
ilies with incomes of $10,00(
or more increased by 1.4 mil
lion. :

And the median — middle—
income increased too, from $6,-
249 1o $6 569 That's a 5 dpm
cent Jun;p from 1963 an 1
per cent .from 1954. Prices a]\()
rose, thougb so the mcrease in’
purchasing power was only 4
per cent. i i

The medlan income is the 0X-
act middle income for the 47.8
million American families.
That is, half of them are belaw
that level and half a ve »

Some 17 6 per cent of &mer-

""" or 8.4 mllhon
had' incefries ‘below $3,000 com-
pared 10,185 per. cent in 1963.
Almost 32 per. cent had mcomes
below $3,000 in 1954.

Some 10800000 famlhes had
incomes’ of $10,000 or . ‘more in|
1964. 'This represented 22 per
cent. compared to 20 per cenf
in. 1963 " and less than 6 pe1
“eent in 1954, S 2

More than one out of every

|ona| Ruie-

Mrs. BOOH
Takes Fair
Housing Post |

Mrs. William Boon, 1020 W.
Hill St., Champaign, has been|
nameinchalrman of the Fair
Housing Bur e au, succeeding
Mrs. Ulrd %ruse

Named’ as vice chairman
under Mrs, Boon is Mrs. Walter
McMahon, 405 E. Colorado Ave.

Mrs. Boon“js a member of the
Interfaith Council on Fair Hous-'
ing and has been active for
several years in the Urban Lea-
gue of Champaign' County and

*the League of Women Voters.

In March 1964, she and her
husband were among United
Church of Christ delegates from
24 states who went to Washing-
ton, D.C., to urge, their senators
to vote for the Civil Rights Bill.

She is the daughter of retir
University of Illinois
Mrs. Dwxght G. Benne
Daniel St. Her husband i
ployed by Goodell En, :
ASSOClateS E %

{

McMi\hon*mll work with:
Mrs Gebrﬁe Weber, 1814 Cy-:
| press Dr.,"handling requests for'
rental housmg availabl oa;_ an
open basis. .
35 Homes ‘Open’ B

The Bureau, established as an
arm of the Human Relations
Commission, presently has a list
of some 35 landlords whose
apartments are available on an

“open basis, as well as 30 homes,

being offered for sale on an

. 20 families had incomes of atl open basis. The homea,gcatteﬂ

~ least $15,000 compared to one
out of 100~ 1%4. "
. The median fincome of Negm
tamﬂies was §5,814 compared to
"ﬁ,m,.f & W “Thirty-seven
_per cen “of ' Negro families|
were ﬁ‘poverty line
wﬂﬂe 154 per ‘cent of white fam-
tliat ea;tegqry On-
f 7; Negro fam-
§ omés above: $10 000.

ed throughout the community,
range in price from $m,090 tol
$33,000.

A spokesman for the Bureau.

reported several recent listings
came in as a result of neighbor-
. new position at Kent S_tate Uni-

hood meetings of the Interfaith
Council on Fair Housing, where
activites of the Bureau had been.
discussed. Presently, five Negro

| families are seeking to buy:
homes with the help of the Bu-

reau, and two are looking for:
rental units.

offices of the Urban League of
Champaign County, 29% W.
Main St., Champaign. Hours are
7 to 9 p.m. Mondays and Wed-
nesdays and 9 a.m. fo moon
Saturdays.

Mrs. Boon has scheduled a
meeting of volunteers-and in-
terested persons for 8 p.m, June
17 at the Urban League office.

S. Adwses

f{h eU.S. government haé told
o;mc portunity Coun-
cil "gfgmclh County that
$650 a month is not enough
money to aftract a person com-
petent to direct the county’s
war on poverty. :
Asked to recommend qual-
ifications for the job, the coun-
cil’s technical advisory commit-
tee discussed this and other,
matters Wednesday for nearly

two hours. The director, it de—»

cided, must be a composﬂ;e of
a_ visionary, pioneer, commu-
nity organizer and possessed of
a “strong sense of \ghe possible.”

In its most l‘et%ht meeting,
the Economic Opportunity Coun-
cil here voted down a proposed
salary of $1,000 a month for the

This flgure wwever ;
jected by ti\e regional U.'S.
fice of Economic Oppnrtum”ty as
not high enough to
competent person.

The matter of the dxrector S
salary, including a ‘possible
raise to $800 a month, is expect-
ed fo be discussed at the next
council meeting June SliMEs
ther Maﬂers

"~ Kineng nbbis ntis
ed Wednesday by the TAC ere

Coke, TAC ¢

—James (

and vice chairman to the execu-
tive committee. The chairman
will replace Coke, who will leave
at the end of the summer for a

versity, Kent, Ohio.

—A subcommittee headed by
Neil Smith of Family Service of
Champaign County and -includ-
ing Arnold Gesterfield, Cham-
paign Park District; Jack Coyle,

‘ nited F' t ?
The FHB is located in theigunity C:,md and United Com

and E. H. Mel-
lon, Unit 4 Schools, will draw
up a statement for the execu—

tive committee, s > qual-
ifications and dutie e di-
rector, stating ftbe'lmportance

‘of the job and giving informa-
tion about comparable positions
in other communities.

! —“Guidelines for Operation’’
‘will be referred to a subcommit-

tee headed by David Gensemer
of Champaign's Department of
Urban Renewal, which will sug-
gest ways of organizing the
council and means of operating,
as provided for in the by-laws.

—A subcommittee headed by’
Merlin Taber will prepare a
recommendation on what the
Program Development Grant
could include that would allow
for continuing research and
evaluation of the Council’s work,
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Bureau On;_
Housing Is
Reorganized

Virginia . Boon, chairma {
the Fair Housmg Bureaun rm!
ported Friday that the bureau|
had Teorganized at ga regular
mectmg Thursday. - [

Mrs. Boon .said the bureau |
had appomted Robert G\llespm
and M&s Irene Vaughan as Jldl-
son offi€srs to work with i)er-*
sons mterested, in purehasmg
housing, |

Carolyn McMa‘Hmn and
Gladys Weber were appomted
liaison ofﬁcers for those inter-
ested in rentals and Mrs. George
Pope and Mrs. Bernard Works |
were - appointed aux1hary offi-
cers in. th),s -area,

Mrs. Thomas' Thornburn wﬂH
be office manager to work with|
volunteer Workers - b

Several committees We re
formed 7ncluding - FHA subdwn-
sion and houqmv hnancmo' and‘
legal “aid, urban renewal Telo-|
cation; Chanute AFB expansion,
public relations  and employ-
ment centel committees,

It was- alse announced ‘that,
Mrs. Benjamin Cox. would: eom-|
plete a hst of local Iandlords,
|

“lesday Juue 17,6

House Votes
Urban Bitt

By Marjorie Hunter'
(c) 1965 New York Times
Washington, June 17 |

President Johnson ' has ‘won
another - _major congressional
victory with House passage of a

bill to create a Cabinetlevel
Department of Housmgrav :
ban Develojpment

The vote was 217
wider mau;1 I:ha::.@ Mm
leaders had prediefed just-hours
before _the mldaﬁei‘&wﬁT
Wednesday. = )

However, it was stx]l the tlght-
est squeeze for any of the Ad-
ministration’s Great Society leg-
islation this year in the House.
Other major bills had passed
‘by far wider margins.

The bill now goes to the Sen-
ate, which is expected to pass
it by a comfortable margm 5

A\sim‘x%ar proposal by
President Kenn %

by the House tb;‘edy










/8

ﬁig & {;Boﬂ,

l’r‘\( ‘it!

SRS

\\hDNEQDAY MAY 19, 1935

L@c@ﬁ Battle Plan-

Needs Study

The mcnna that is ahout to

deacend’

from Waghington for the War on Poverty
{ in Champaign County needs closer ex.

! amination.

The people of Champaign County are

entitled to a better exjlanation than
{ fact the federal government will pay % .

tige

| per cent of the cost of a [mngr-"n that a

- §1,000-a-month direct o is aboy

'v. vf\

~ velop for an Economis Up;n-.lnm'y Conine

¢ll of Champaign County.

The well-meaning people who are for .
fng this council will be asked Thursday
fight to approve a budget that calls fo

& director at $1,000 a month:
goarch assistonts 2t $450 & 0
& seerelary at $375 a m- ot
secretary at $175 o '
$330 a month, « haviting
$220 a monih;_ ana i
aides at $130 a momh. cach,
Also provided jn the Dbudg

t Ay
"and honorsrium for consullans '

W re.

otm .

g at

~al

g\“‘*r el

18,000 miles of automobile travel at 10
cents a mile; another $1,000 for trips to
other cities; $1,300 for spate rental in
fhe next six- monthd: and amow: s for

#nal services, oflice equipmieny supplies, |

'nht e,

e

telephone, 34!

cles.

_* What is the $1,000-a-monti director and
staff to do in Champaign County? It is
- explained they are to DEVELOF pro-
’ grams for the Champaign County War on
Poverty. The budget now submitted g
only for “‘program development,” Money
for spetific programs will ba requested

later.

The “program development hud"r!"
iWas approved against a backgrouad which
Bayor Emmerson V. Dexter deseribed

this way:

*“I tever saw an cutflt so

gmlous to give money away. The mntan
@ho came here from Spriagficld to tell
us about the money in Washingion fold
us, in effect, ‘We'll approve any thing yo'J

ean write-up."”

" There are those who say, “I1. they'ro
throwing that kind of momy _&round,

we'd better get our share.”
All over the country there Is

in-

ereasingly bitter competition between pol-
itisians and social workers over the dis-
tribution of war on poverty money. Con.
gressmaan Adam Clayton Powell, who haa

the Harlem distribution of money lecked
up, is pushing through a bill to double the
amount of money. However, his Demo-

eratle colleague from New York,

gressman Emanuel Celler, i3 demanding
that a special committee of Congress ine
vestigate the expenditure of funds. already

fistributed.

Belore Cham) algn County rushes ia to
“get our share,” the 1iembers of the pro-
sosed Economie Opportunity Couneil of
Jhamnaign County should consider the
ollowing statement in the *'Quick Faects
\bout the War on Poverty,” distributed
¥ the ncw U.S. Office of Economic Op-
“Federal government to pay
P to 80 per cent of the cost of local pro-

ortunity :

Con-

ON UR COMMITTEE
Henry R.. Spies, 711
Hamilton, C, was ap-
pointed Tuesday by the
Champalgn City Council

as vice chairman of the

Citizen's Adv:sory Com-

mittee on Urban. Renew-
al

Apprmsul Of
UR Project -
Under Wa

Acqmslt ion lappralsers from a
St. Louis, Mo. firm arrived in
Champaig; “Tuesday and began
appraisals the . Northeast Ur-
ban Renewal Project 1 area
Wednesday aﬁemoon
I Representauves of Roy Wenz-
ic

Kgge _conducting
dppraisals arg nthony Ciarleg-
lio, 9cut1ve vice president of

theq Vinston Miller,
maxﬂ;g"c sxs agpralser Ken
Wu‘lféjgﬁ?‘{ iser  engineer;
and . llecton, Allen Kol
|and John m na]d a i

| ) Gensemm: :

duector of a.

n making  the

,hi‘s offlce co;; a '§ec-
‘ond appraisal fi de on the
same propertie by A

local profess essional appr
Gensemer said he hoped re51-
dents in the p; oJect area would

gams in first two years; after that age

lstance on 50-50 matching basis.™

|
|
1

T ——

., the actual steps andjh
.|results of the renewal pro
{undertaken with the cooperation

orrams" m two  cities are
picted 'in two films Da
Gensemer, Ch&;npalgn dir
of urban renewal has obtained
for showing here because the |
films * should be of value in
Champalgns own renewal pro-
jects. :
One of the fllms is entltled
“Take a Giant Step’” and it is}|
concerned with the actual acti:
ties unde);ﬁaken at Little’
Ark., “to lift the city by Jts o
boot-straps 22 :
Gensemer will show this f]lm !
at a meeting of the Northeast|
Neighborhood Committee in ghe
City Hall at 7 30 pm W
day night. 1
This film, Gensemer said, ¥
be of particular interest to ]
nessmen because it shows
Little Roek has done and pl
to do in renewing its ce
business distriet. + 1
Both of the films, Gensemem;'
Sald are available for show-

vic and service organi-
‘fihons %h %{HS will be loaned'}
or he will bring a projector and|
show the films himself, he sald

Urban Renewal

35
~

o

said Gensémep, who: has lived
m Me Rock, is ecencerned _with
u(’oan renewal program

color and has sound, was made

for Ux:ban Pregr
po&ed’

‘renewal.

mer said, starts out with a. bus
tour of Little Rock and

-all community or, gamzah’qns

fona city-wide basis. g

?@Ws vghat results
city-wide éoope'rae
rand 1t has a few sugges-
tibm. My hope is that in show-
i a‘»l groups it will
rest of these local
workmg for ap-4

reasons why it is necessary;and

_{desirable. Liitle Rock is called!

%S%s Phases

ang Was ‘prepared by the Cham- ‘-
of Commerce of that city.
s a documentary fllm that

i unity Renew. al’
| gram” under the Federal Hous-
ing Act. Gensemer sald b

& “A Community Renewal Pro-
,”'  Gensemer said, is a
pregram that will show a plan
of redevelopment and renewal
of a city. It shows the phases of
renewing and redeveloping a
city and mcludes an investiga-
tion of the fmancxal support for
such‘a program, he said.
This film, he said, was made as.
a tool in getting the story across|
to the people of Omaha that
there was a need for concerted
action in_keeping the eity in
good condition through a Com—
munity Renewal Program.
It has been estimated by Little
Rock authorities that during the

Part of the ~ 45 minate fﬂfnf‘ ,
: 'gnt gnd $3 in new industrial
1here The film, which is in“ :

ess, Inc., com- -
Little Rock business- |

orked on getting the §

; }ea renewed, and the |.
thﬂe Ro Housing Authority, |,
which is eoncerned both wuh;
‘publ;c housing and with urban ;

“Take a Giant Step,” Gense- ‘

f‘?{n 1
n

20-year : revitalization  period .
there, new construction in cen-|
tral Little Rock will amqunt to}
103,300,000.
The urban renewal pmJect in
Little;Rock is known as “Cen-
dttle Rock’’ and will take
] ars in itself, but the im-
petusythe program gives to new
construction is expected to .be
realized over a 20-year period.
$103.3 million expected to be
\spent includes an expected $23
ﬂhon in new office building'
ities, $4.2 million in new re-!
g;l facilities, $2.5 million in new |
g} and motel facilities, $20
million in residential develop-|

Givol Breakdown el

‘“Tms adds up_to. 352,70000&
v > investment projects
s rts ‘center and the Arkan- |
sas  Exchange Bui
1';0 another $5.6 1 T

The sum of § Ilion will he
spent for rehabilitation projects
making a total:potential m'lva#
1nvestment“oﬂ478 3 million. ©

The public inyestment of fed-
eral and local funds is expected
to amount to $25 million, ‘mgking.
the total investment in'the re-
vitalization program for Little
Rock $103.3 million for the 20-
year period from 1960 to 1980.

Gensemer said Champalgn s
urban rgnewal No. 1 ﬁg}éct
|a I mean a total invest-
| ment of " million in the  area
|over the next 10, years. He saic
|it is expected the public invest-

ént will amount to $1.3 rmlhon

roject 1 Area. s

Thls should bring,  based on
urban renewal'projects in other
cities,” a potential “total invest-
ment that could exceed $6 mll-
.iron, Gensemer said.

He said a total investment in
that amount in the Project 1
Area ‘‘was entirely conceivable”
in the next 10 years.




FREome of the members-of=-the-Soonaiine:
Council of Champaign Council are: con-
eemed with local tax rates and money
that must be raised for local wellare
legencles. Before they rush to get the
federal money, they would do well to

fgencies will be expected to pay balf
the cost of the programs developed by
the $1,000-a-month director and his staff.
" The budget to be considered Thursday
Mt was dralted by social workers, who
‘gep great opportunities' in the War on
Poverty.

‘We shire their concern for people
'who need help. We share their desire to
‘do- something about such things as une
\@erprivileged children, high school drop-
guts, training to make a living, job ecum-
geling, health services, and .the other
things lisind as possible projeet for the
Dew cobil. | _ i wto T h e
But The News-Gozette would be ghiric
fog @ civic duty and responsibility i€ we
4id pot guestion whether the .
gew bureaucracy of social workers fis
pepestary 10 accomplish = the desired

i

j¢ monoy Is available, couldn't it be
for benefit of ‘' poor people’’ in bet-
tet ways than a $1,000-a-month director
plus seeretaries, data analyst, research
and study aides? ;
- Champaign County ;sh'ei;dy has many
welbirained and well-paid P
soclal workers. It has good existing
Fan There are munyh:m-gge:
encics ‘anxious to p. ame-
mﬂ gtenmly has many able and willing
yolunteers. There is great technical know-
how gvailable at the University of Illmo!s;
We just cen't believe that this kind o
s)iatle Pentagon’ has to be organized be-
fope the War on Poverty ean be fought
Caampalgn County.
h‘I'ttlrty-l":‘ilm persons are scheduled to
mest Thursday night in the Champalign
City Council Chambers %0 formally or-
‘ ‘ganiz the Economic Qpportunlty cwmn.
of Champaign County” and consider thd
budgst doveloped by the goclal workers.
Soma of these council members are act-
jng 88 individuals. Most of them repre-
pent politicel, civic, welfare, or charit-
able erganizations, to' whom they - are

4

i

udget much more detailed and reel
:.:tlwy befcre it is adopted.

" The eounty treasurer, who collects all
the real and personal property taxes in
Ohampaign County, makes $9,000 a year.
The Champaign County {reasurer, along
with the army of federal tax collectors,
eould work overtime to. finance
{he programs which a new $12,000-a-
year general. of social workers could
develop s+, + » AN there still may be
latle e *poor people” whom the

Was on Poverty is supposed 10 liberate.

‘eonsider that two years hence the local’ 3

y 19 per cent of the fam-
at this time believe that
want to move out of Project

That information is among the
data collected in recent inter-
views of all families living in
the urban renew

al project area.

ary indicated that |

annual income of
i lis considered to

UR PROJECT OFFICER

James L. Williams, 43, of
507 E. Columbia Ave. has
been named relocation officer

_Questioning families who de-
sired to buy new homes, the
_that 34.8 per

$100 a :_moptﬁ apartment would:

. interviewers

strange pro ¢
extreme had

the rent subsidy scheme cleared f
the House committee,” he said. | }




dtllm‘

This Is Our
about Omaha, Neb.,

of Commerce of that city.

unity Renewal Pro-

ing Act. Gensemer sald
" Shows Phases

A Commumty Renewar Pro-
oram,” Gensemer said, is a
program that will show a plan
of redevelopment and renewal
of a city. It shows the phases of |
irenewing and redeveloping al
city and mcludes an investiga-
tion of the financial support for
such'a program, he said.

This film, he said, was made as

Ito the people of Omaha that
there was a need for concerted
action in_ keeping the city in
good condition through a Com-—
munity Renewal Program. :

It has been estimated by Little
Rock authorities that during the |
20-year revitalization period ’.
there, new construction in cen-/
tral Little Rock will amqunt to
; The urban renewal pmJect in

petus{the program gives to new
cons_ﬁ“uct]on is expected to be!
realized over a 20-year period.

Cl y % 1
s' was prepared by the Cham- !

It is a documentary film that|
dep icts, why Omaha went into a|.

gram" under the Federal Hous-

a tool in getting the story across|

$103.3 million expected to be
spent includes an expected $23
imillion in new office building

acilities, $4.2 million in new re-
T facilities, $2.5 million in new

dte; and motel facilities, $20°
xhil]lon in residential *develop-|
{ment gnd 33 in new industrial
space. e o

leu Breakdown

- This adds’ up to. $52,700,000,
‘private investment pragecﬁ
ports center and the Arkan-

sés Exchange Bui add up.
o another $5.6 1 o
The sum of § lion will h

spent for rehabilitation ‘;hb)ec,{s,j
makmg a total:potential pnvaﬁs
investment: of. $78.3 million. ©
The public inyestment of fed-
eral and local- funds is expected
to amount to $25 million;’ making!
the total investment in'‘the re-
vitalization program for Little
Rock $103.3 million for the 20-
year period from 1960 to 1980.
Gensemer said Champaign’s
urban renewal No. 1 gﬂéct
area cou d mean a ‘total invest-
ment of $6 million in the’ area
the next 10, years. He ssaid
is expected the public invest-
ment will amount to $1.3 nulhon
“Project 1 Area. 2
~ This should bring, based on
‘urban renewal projects in other
cities, ' a potential “total invest-
ment that could exceed $6 mll-
,:h‘cn, Gensemer said.
" He said a total investment in
that amount in the Project 1
Area ‘‘was entirely conceivable”’
in the next 10 years. i

“Cammumtyl Rene’Wal ;
erams’”’ in two cities are y
picted 'in two films D
Gensemer, Champaign dlreetar\
of urban renewal has obtained
for showing here because the
films * should be of value in
Champaign's own renewal pro—
jects. .

One of the fllms is entlt]ed
“Take a Giant Step’”’ and it is|
concerned with the actual ac'av?m
ties underfaken at Little’ R%c
Ark., ‘“‘to hft the city by its
boot-straps.”’

Gensemer will show this film |
at a meeting of the Northe: st
Neighborhood Committee in ..
City Hall at 7: 30 pm W

day night. L
This film, Gensemer sai
be of particular interest to
nessmen beeause it shows v?flai !
Little Roek has done and pla%s :
to do in renewing its centraL
business distriet. ¢

Both of the films, Gensemer
said, are available for sho‘ﬁ- 5
mg by clvgc and service organi- |
'zations. The films will be loaned:}
or he will bring a projector and{'
show the films hlmself he said.

N

Urban Renewal

in Little Rock, is concerned with |

color and has sound, was made

downtown
Little Ri

renewal.

mer said, starts out with a bus
tour of Little Rock andputlmes
the actual steps and. thé actual
| results of the renewal progra,m
. undertaken with the cqopex:atwn
of all community or gamzatmns
{on'a city-wide basis. i)
X m’g WS what results eargbtv
| obt by city-wide eoopera-
|tionrand it has a few sugges-
tfous..Mv hopg is that in show-
ing it to local groups it will
whet the mterect of these local
i

er said, - ook part m the overall|
| rehablhtatmp pro;ect at Little
Rock and the film “‘shows the
results of 'this activity, and the
reasons why it is necessary.and

Part of the ~“12-minute filﬁi,j
said Gensemer, who has lived|.

the urban renewal prourarn 4
‘|there, The tilm, which is 1ln‘

for Urhan Progress, Inc., com- |
posed of Little Rock business-|'
men; whc wmked on getting the :
area renewed, and the |-
‘Housing Authomty |
which is eoncerned  both with i |
‘public housing and with | urban ; >
;‘ D D. Gensemer
“Take a Giant Step,” Gensea

desirable. Little Rock is called!

UR COMMITTEE.

ON ;
Henry R. Spies, 711 |
Hamilton, C, was ap- |

pointed Tuesday by the
Champalgn City Council
as vice chairman of the
Citizen's Advisory Com-
mittee on Urban. Renew-
a]

Apprulsul Of
UR Project
Under Way

Acqwsmon appralsexs from a

i St LOUIS, _Mo. firm arrived in
Champalgn “Tuesday and began *@l
appraisals. in the Northeast Ur- W
ban Renewal Project 1 area to $

Wednesday afternoon.

Representatives of Roy Wenz-| ‘D

lick and Co. who are conducting
appraisals are Anthony Ciarleg-| -
Jio,
the. e

ser
erton Allen Kc]h

| current informatlon on

. months to- compl

iothe o

xecutive vice president of pr()]dét! have op
mpmimWipston Miller,| origin
market analysxs appraiser; Ken and will be in
engineer;, surVey‘.

Aprmer%f
Survey Will
‘Be Updated

A survey of apwtmmt mm
in Cham

paign, completed in
April 1964, will be updated soon
by the Champaxgn Chamber of
Commerce’s Housmg Comnuﬁa

»a’

The comxmttee, headed
Donald Whitsitt, - will

ber, type, size anémnfg_l
of Epatttx;ents in the city.

The original survey,
was begun in 1963 and :

most valuable
s plnnnhxg,

apartment uniﬁs &
these, 1,714 we
and 959 unfurnished "'.,‘:
’Bhe survey found 604 tw
u apartments, 066 th

i room, $75;
to - $100; three
110 i} and a

al survey |

{ond appraisal to

same properhes,' b

loeal professmnal apprfﬁser
Gensemer said he hoped resi-

dents in the project area would

cooperate s‘vxth  appraisers

POssl]

Each of the confg‘aguy repre-
sentatlves s being provided a
u’§tum and iflen-

Nod % 5 M‘

Northeast Nexghbo 5d: Th
neighborhood is bounded on the
north by Bradley, on the east
by Wright, on the west by the
ICRR tracks and on the south
‘by Springfield.

Plans call for extensive re-
development of Douglass Park-
Washington School complex and
‘acquisition of land, probably
| through urban renewal, for a
new park in fhe southem sub-
Ineighborhood -

Addii;ioml a.creage acqmred
iwould increase Douglass Park-
Washmgton School to 10 acres.
'The present complex would
probably be expanded to the
northwest

In the southern part ot the
dﬂ‘,@hborhwd plans call for ac-
: ;xve acres for a park

; glass and other
parks a!”spm as open space be-
comes aﬁ%ble.x






















By David Witke

- Approximately 90 homes in
Champaign’s first urban renew-
‘al area are slated for rehabili-
tation, according to city urban
‘renewal Director David Gense-
mer. ;
As presently contemplated,
this would be approximately 38
per cent of the 236 structures in
the Project 1 area. =

The homes to be rehabilitated
are those which stand on plots
designated for residential use
]and -which, through #epairs by
the owner, can be brought up to
[city standards. S
i Gensemer stressed this empha-
isis on rehabilitation while dis-
cussing a speech made recently
ion that subject by William Slay-
‘ton, national urban renewal com-
/missioner.
| Gensemer said that because
{so _much of the local project
iwould involve rehabilitation
{work, the points made by Slay-
{ton are very applicable here.
. Slayton described structural

 portunity for redevelopment,”

of repairing, remodeling and re-
§to’ring rather than demolish-
ing.”

He emphasized that both re-
habilitation and clearance are

integral and complementary
parts of an effective renewal
program. :

 He criticized virban renewal
‘critics who approach the situa-
tion in an “‘either-or”” fashion.
This, he said, includes “‘those
who inveigh angrily against the
bulldozer as a symbol of evil
and mount the campaign for
rehabilitation, not on the basis
of the program’s basic merit,
but as a means of countering
clearance. . . e 5 %
- “To push for rehabilitation:

for is to deny the city its op-
‘e said. -

' Such factors as detrimental
land uses and irreparable dila-
pidation can make clearance
the only effective treatment he
said.

vehabilitation as ‘‘the concept

1 I‘e&% LLOLIIES
Could Stay If Repaired

where clearance is ‘truly called|

mes

and “spot clearance and new or
improved public improvements|
can provide new life and vigor.” |

One of the common -deficien-|
cies of cities engaged in urban
renewal is tardiness by the city
in accomplishing its own public
improvements, according = to
Slayton. ‘ ==

“Frequently property owners
of the area are told to improve
their gmpe rty while the city
drags its feet on its own im-
provements. |

“I have seen in some cities a|
delay in installation of their own!
improvements that has discour-|

ed  private rehabilitation,’
when prompt city action would
have encouraged it,” Slayton
said. e =

These city improvements in-!
clude such work as street wid-
ening, street closing, street re-|
surfacing, tf¢"planting, and new
schools — ajl integral parts of an
effective . renewal pro-

In other cases, rehabilitation

—

gram, Slaytort said.

URBAN RENEWAL REDOUBLED. The League of
Women Voters of Champaign €ounty has released a
60-page study on Urban Renewal in Champaign.

study examines the inherent p

vate housing, discusses the elements of a workable hous-

ing program, and makes a set

approved by League members. : ‘
Lers presented copies of the study to Champaign City

Council members Tuesday n

The

roblems in public and pri-

of recommendations to be
Two committee mem-

ight. The study is also

available to the public.

low.

isis of the elementsiqﬁ.afwomf
able . program’ 4 -discussion 7ok
public and -privately develop::
housing, and the role of wah
fare services in urban renewdm
The report states Urbans
Minimum Standards. _H ou mpgl
'Ordinance, adopted jointly withy
{Champaign in 1953., and applis
| cable to rental units only, has
'never been extendeq to 1nqlug}g-;
| owner-occupied housing as wellg
Now that the urban renewal
\program has started in Cham=
| paign, the need for such am

\extension of the ordinan sis.

e

rurgent ifs pressures
housing supply-«in :Urbana "
‘not to result in increased dets
lioration and dilapidation,
{LWV says. 5 !
! This situation is “espeé
ally unfortunate” mnot t
Urbana has made suc
progress in the redevelg]
ment of its central b
section, the

Ordinané
ceupied hous-

1, t_é'getherl

News-Gazette Photo by Robert Arbuckle

Receiving their copies left to
right are: Ralph Smalley, Kenneth Stratton, Mayor Em-
merson V. Dexter, Seely Johnston, and Virgil Wikoff.
League members making the presentation are left to
right, Mrs. Don Burkholder and Mrs. George W. Bar-
Mrs. Burkholder and Mrs. Robert Bader, chair-
man of the committee, wrote the study.
was a sub-committee chairman.

“

Mrs. Barlow

Project

-or'- : 2

M;Ygg‘g“?agen JWarren, Brown. |
~5ald. Be recalled sending no

|sueh resolution,
{++*Councilman

then asked tha;
tabled until a]]
| be

Present. This

Seely  Johnston|
t the motion be |
councilmen could!
was passed

|

I

‘'sandblastin ine —HGE€A jUnanimously. Counci] i
Watmofig’g :;;cripomtmg é!nd |1am Skelton and F‘ranlx(n ggho‘g,]lg-
was cleaned Soichar ,»Th@ b!'xck were absent, 4
color and the byilgs Js origina]  Before voting to {able the mo-|
tive scrollwork agen,” decora- fion, Stratton said: “I hope fhis,
noticeable, , =2 became is not another ‘permanent table’
5 %_—\, ~for the sake of aJ citizens of |

Champaign, not Jjus

eact noichhawle a3 1

t the north-

Sy, 4 4 &Lﬁh;
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Stratton In Appeal
For Fair Housing =

Stratton reminded the  @0un. |
feil: “Exactly’ one year | ?gf
appealed 'to ‘this council to ‘ag.
sume leadership and responsi-
Bility for ending housing segi
gation in Champaign. It was)
proposed at the time that the
Champaign City Council take
.Aaction by resolution asking the

By HAL ALEXANDER  |tion of Iocal civil rights gl

News-Gazette Staff Writer

“Are we less than men"#
conscience? What are we w
ing for?” T

With these words, Coune
man Kenneth O. Stratton p
monished his fellow council
men at the regular Tue;g@_{a
meeting of the Champaign City
Couneil for what he called ‘a
“lack of leadership” in ending’
housing discrimination in the
city. ; % 0

1

two main arcas — ending “of

R

in public hous [ 7 0 2 S aee.  [nethod.”
by the city manager| tﬁe It without discrimind: |.gead the Way , ;
" discriminatory? prae~ i iu! Stratton terminated his state-

m;ﬁé local
[ag@is.

A motion by ‘n‘-attoxi'to‘éé'v
a resolution calling for ¢
county housing authority ‘ask- |

real es%

tions be handled on a *‘fi
tadled until all council mem-
bers ecould be presentul%
members were absent fro
the Tuesday meeting. -
Stratton’s motion for a study
of real estate practices by the
second. )
In his opening statement,
Stratton predicted the resump-

'; f"éeveral_ times over the
months, I have a’cterm),téi}r

* Stratton called for __actic"mi%ﬁf

policies * of "th &

\ing that public housing applicz" ‘outside interference ?
come, first served’' basis was 4

city manager died for lack of We ourselves ought to do?

s : . Champai ; .
onstrations — with thevpossilili i i, Ny Housin

ity of outside leadership.staD
‘t_he council aé’cepted.g»;mi-:] 'and the real estate agents s|

on  of ;'“;gspansible leader: houses without prejudice - o
£ : ‘2ighi  |either owner or pros ectiv
Failed® bles.  |buyer.” s 3

&

«E%f: » fi}'l;atton said these requests
= o wi®  'had been backed by demonstra-
get Negro families placed i  fions  Thace dernonétratio:s

public housing outside
R nibeact Neigh et Itw'ﬁ \Were criticized by some as the

i ; P lwrong wa i
said that things "could Deffer 'goale The govnay s OU
be 'accomplished in a nice, sion accepted the offer of a o

quiet, ‘don’t cause any |cilman to quietly lead negotia-

rps
£ f,ﬁtms :

‘way. This failed. ' i
< Where do we go from here? | ieqem on i
A ae ! -y C ons were called
we go back o the streets? off. To my knowledge, nothing

lic housing belongs to all the Babiine : !
ple and the Negro has a right ! e ac‘comphshed by this

I by saying: “If our com-
ma_ﬂity_ is anything like what we
‘boast it ; g,) : be, ‘é;,nb <lerﬂightened
mmunity,” we should have no
Mle in leading the way to
‘civil rights for all* citizens of
QChampaign."

 When his motion for g study
'df rveal estate agents pracfices
i¥ Champaign by the city mana-
©.| 'ger idied for lack of second,
Stratton said: “Well, that's the

»M ‘Procedure around here.”
HCouncilman Virgil Wikoff sec.
! %ﬁ'dﬁfhe motion for a resoly-
o be sent to the Champaign

%ﬁﬁi{  Housing Authority asking

S;‘%ﬁton also called for loeal
ons for local problems.. £ 4
Are we waiting for some out-
" leader like Martin Luthe

‘or SNCC to come int
‘mpaign so we can. ch'aﬂr

' “Are we waiting for the fe éﬁ%
1l government to step in so’
€an charge federal meddling in|
local affairs? %
Are We Timid?

¥ “‘Are we so timid that we must.
have our ‘uncle” from Washing- |
jon take responsibility for what

i Are we waiting for the goo&
people of Champaign to take to

. ) 2 of se i i
the streets and cause so much ; Shesation practices

b ?_’é!ied if a similar resolution

(Authority to adopt ‘first come.
first served” in public h using‘
how

|

|

dized - ) confusion that we will be! had'been sent duri

velop low-cost ing " to p;ly forced to act?” =10 B e yeal:-m:go the dem-
the higher cost of juvenile eé ) S ~Fhi :.-.35,‘ r
linquency, psychiatric care anc, D Bl S foward
other such services,” Bowles| -as]fgllglivénog ‘o lQ?vf,()St".tlse of
said. ‘tse P an B.Q SEIDN g

David Gensemer, new F}ham—
?paign' urban renewal dlrect_or
who moderated the pane} dis-
cussion, said ‘‘mever 1 5 1
seen a ggmmunity‘. ' ad-
vanced as Champaign
terest in an urban re
early in the project’s
\mer;,t." :
| Harold Sloan, execlt
‘tor of the Champaign
Housing Authority, was
to appear on the panel as.
uled.

-_—

tY9” the RW-MI'!MBTamsey

o, el

¥
. was

E;iy “through the involvement
Jof those persons in the program
'who are directly affected.” The

ing Executive Committee,

Pointing out that unemp.
ment rates for Negroes loc
are higher than those for Cau--
casians, and that the gap be-
tween median incomes for the
two races has been ‘“growing
teadily,” he stated th eaﬁﬁ:y
Gt M Z

their qu: y meeting ' that
the a.ctilcx;Emt 6;;%3; “long overdue.
Chairman Oscar Steer recalled
that it had been eight to 10
years since a similar raise in|
limits had been studied.

Pursuant to the board’s ac-
tion, one person must have an
rannual income- not to exceed
$3,400 to qualify; two persons,

|said, is that directives from fed-

$3,600 annual; three or four
|persons, $3,800; five or six per-
!'sons, $4,000; and seven or
'more $4,200.
0Old Maximums
Former maximums stood at
$3,100 for onme or two people;
$3,300 for three or four; $3,500
for five or more.

For each dependent minor
in a family, the gross income
earned by a]l members is re-|
duced by $100. Together with|
other deductions possible, a|’
man earning $5,000 could feas-|
ibly qualify for public housing
if he had a large family, the
board members discovered.
Housing director Harold
bers some of the reasoning

Sloan explained to the mem-
{behind his- s@ggestion for. mak-
ing the increase in maximum
put it v e high and low
limitation ~range of various
other authorities. h
20 Per Cent Low

Another  consideration, he

eral officials in the regional of-
|fice in Chicago allowed the local |.
authorities to set maximum eli-|.
gibility limitations not to exceed|,
20 per cent below the low stand- |’
ard for private housing figured|.
on the basis of a family moving ]
into a new home. :

Sellers of the Iowest priced|
houses in this area, Sloan ex-|
\plained, require that the princi-|
pal wage earnier miake at least|
$4,600 annual wage.

The monthly payme the
lowest priced new home built
by private developers is approx-
/imately $85 per month, Sloan
i|said; and based on a study by
several utility companies, the
utility bill for a three-bedroom
home runs approximately $27
per month for all utilities, in-|
cluding water, waste disposal,|’
electricity and fuel.

Board member Glenn Fuliz
suggested eligibility = changes
‘may be made more often in the
future, in keeping with rises in

the cost of living in general.












of Housing

and Urban Affairs at the Cab-

inet level awaits only the
President’s signature.

It is not expected that this
final gesture will be long in
“coming, The Cabinet-level de-
_partment has commanded a
prominent place on the Presi-
‘dent’s list of must legislation.

_As the problems of urban

planne& and concerted effort.
The many federal agencies
‘that have grown up in re-
" sponse to these problems will
‘now be under the roof of a

- out a Cabinet-level voice. -

single exeeuhved@rﬁeﬁ 7;
The creation of a Depart-
ment of Housing and Urbam.
Affairs makes further sense b
cause America is now an
ban country with predo
inantly urban problems. It has
been the past experience in.-
other areas of American hfee‘
that problems seldom coms- ., |

> lified families will be
able to live in decent, private-
ly-l:& lomes for 25 per cent
come. Certain home-
with less than $3,000
income will be able to
eceive home improvements
nts up to $1,500.
1ese measures aid the poor
lderly in the one most
e and least control-
!;?b"e item in their budgets—
cost of housing.
he new law has the poten-
‘for not merely placating
'[RMY!‘ but offering’ to them
ine assistance in escaping

gain effective legislation with-

Finally this
~ national agenaes
good example for stat
low. Local initiative could
stimulated and local effort
made more effective with bet-
ter regional and state-wide co-
ordination.
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mpaign County Housing
hority director Harold Sloan
day said the figure cited
* in the week in a release

a housmg project for
ly in Champaign representsr

sald this appears to be a
routine initial allocation from
the Public Housing  Admin-
istration for this type of proﬂ
]ect

gnoeated thus far
for the mject is $1,120,455,
which is about 90 per cent of
the total lgan ggphoatmn of
$1,244,951. 22
He said the remainder of the
funds shogldbefe?rthcom,;ng

k

New Members
Of Champaign
Commissions

‘lin session for only 17 minutes

|| Henry Spies,

{| two-year term.

The council voted fo annex
Hessel Manor into the city. A
petition by the property owning
corporation asked the annexa-
tion.

The council authorized the
city clerk and city treasurer to
reinvest $23,000 of urban renew-
al funds and to invest the $22,-
000 income in urban renewal
funds for this quarter, making
a total of $45,000 earmall\ed for
urban renewal.

‘The council also authorized
the investment of $20,000 of

Tem‘ahve Plans
Ready Sept. 1

The tentative plan for Ur-
ban Renewal Project Area
‘1 is expected to be returned
with recommendations from
the Citizen's Advisory Com-
mittee on Urban Renewal by
Sept. 1, City Manager War-
sen Browning said Wednes-

ay.

After the plan is refurned,

The Champaign City Council,

Tuesday, approved appoint-
ments to three city commis-

1

Slcgjps)i)ointed Were: parking system revenue. ! \t’cl;]jl ngzzp?:’gnstcéty Council
it . s e S udy session
Human Relations ~Commis- to approve the plan tenta-

sion: Joseph L. Clark, one-year
term; Rev. John P. Deane, fwo-
year term; and Mrs. William
Boone, two-vear term.

Citizen’s Advisory Commitiee
on Urban Renewal: Roscoe
Tinsley, Robert Zachary and
all three-year
terms: and Ralph W. Hopkins,

vely.

After tentative council ap-
proval is secured, - expected
in mid- Sept@mber the city
will contract to have engi-
: neeymg studies dpne in the

Champaign’s
Annual Tax
Levy Passed

The Champaign City Councll

: s ~a "public
s nasJ.!tmg will be held and fi-
approval of the City |

Appeals Board

Zoning Board of Appeals:
Leonard T. Flynn and Eugene
Suggs, four-year terms; and
Donald Dyer, two-year term.
In other action, the council
approved a resolution supple-
menting the joint city-state
improvement on Mattis to in-
clude city compliance with the
1964 Civil Rights Act, a ncces-
sity in order fo receive federal
funds for the project.

The council also adopted a

Tuesday passed the annual city — Council will be sought. Ex.

$as ey whichiEheull result\ ~ecution of the plan then will
begm Final Council action

s éxpected in December

in a tax increase of less than
one ceht per $100 assessed prop-
erty valuation. 7
According to projected fig-|,
ures, the new tax rate should be
pproximately 63.5 cents per
$100 assessed valuation as com-
pared to the present rate of
62.84 cents.

City Manager Warren Brown-
ing said the new rate was com-

puted on an estimated tax base
of $169 million, an increase of
$2.7 million over the las com-
piled baSe

| resolution amending their co-
operatlon agreement with the
Champaign County Housing Au-
thority to provide for the con-
struction of 24 more low—rent
units. T

Councﬂman Virgil Wik
said this would allow con tm;:—
tion of 24 units for the elderly
on E. White in conjunction

parel
ent levy. =3

The C_ouncﬂ also passed the
street and bridge fund levy cal-
ling for a total of $74,000 rev-

\

with plans of the housing au-{lupe.
thority. l e
Add One Story

He said one story would be
|added to present facilities and
fcalled it a “reasonable and
| buildable complex.’




Bury Cdblesu
Underground

By JOHN PIERSON
Special to The News-Gazette
. WASHINGTON — The Feder-
al government has_launched a
b -
campaign to bury those ugly
power and telephone lines.

The campaign includes an
old carrot and a new stick.
The stick is that from now

on the Federal Housing Admin-
. istration (FHA) is going to re-
- quire developers to put lines un-
~ derground unless they can show
~ that this would be much too
costly.
- FHA isn't anticipating any
refusals, but a developer who
failed to comply could lose his
- FHA financing. FHA makes
home mortgages more attrac-
tive to lenders by insuring re-
g,payment of the loans.
The carrot is that under-
ground lines make a house
‘more  attractive: ‘aﬁd thus

.-'Underground cables will be
mandatory except where ‘the
cost is way out of line with the
return. If the housing develop-
ment’s built on solid rock, for|!
example, the government isn’t
going to require the builder to|
blast a trench. '

Each case will be handled in-|
dividually by FHA field per-
sonnel. > / ]

One problem may be a re-
luctance by power and tele-
phone companies to install un-
derground lines. If the builders
are willing but the utilities
companies refuse. FHA officials
do not plan to penalize the
builders.

FHA’s action follows the
White House conference on
natural beauty. One of the con-
ference’s 14 panels focused its
attention on the problem of
unsightly overhead wires.

Among the panel’s recom-
mendations:

—Utility companies  should
not only plan to install under-
ground cables in new develop-
ments but should try to put
existing overhead wires under-
ground. It's estimated that util-
ities have some 10 billion pres-
ently invested in overhead lines.

— Electric power companies
should try to share trenches
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CHAMPAIGN-URBANA COURIER ”-'

By Susan Bierstein

A survey of housing in Cham-
paign - Urbana, the first of its
kind made here is being com-
pleted by the Federal Housing
iAdmmlstratmn in Springfield,
FHA director Roy E. Yung said
Tuesday.
| Started two months ago at the
request of Yung’s office, the
survey is expected to show addi-
tional housing needs in the two
cities. The final report is sche-
duled for release in about 30
days, Yung indicated.

He said the FHA research and
statistics division was asked to
make the study ‘‘anticipating

interest rate projects.”

The survey “was in the reg-

FHA Slzmg Up
‘Housing Marke

— Live in substandard he

— Have had dwelling de
ed by a natural disaster

Under the new program,
will insure mortgages on
ing to be built by non - |
cooperative or limited di
sponsors, Yung explaine
nancing will be at the mar
terest rate, currently 5.2
cent plus % per cent moi
insurance premium.

Implementing procedure
erating instructions and

ations will soon be release
cording to Yung.
Impiement Renewal

He pointed out that own

there would be additional re-|existing bui_ld_ings_ will not
| quests in regular apartment pro-|fy for participation in th
jects as well as in below-market subsidy program becaus

government hopes to sti
development of new housis

vsgith gas, water and other utili-
ties. This would reduce the
overall cost.

‘ular course of business,” he ex-|to discourage perpetuat
plained. “Since there’s so much slum conditions. . -
activity in the multi- and single-) Rent subsidies will “he
family residence field, it would|plement urban renewal b
be well to have a market analy-|they will increase inter
sis made.” the part of people suj

A supplemental sudy may be housing,” Yung said.
made to determine how many| His office already ha
Champaign - Urbana residents “several inquires” from
—ill qualify for the new federal ers. .

.t subsidy program, signed in-| Other sections of the nes

Need For Public HouSmg

By DOUG BALZ
News-Gazette Staff Wrifer
If the 1965 Housing and Urban

Development Act, signed by
President Johnson Aug. 10 is
favorably received by private
contractors and builders, there
will be “less need for public
housing,” Roy E. Yung said
here Tuesday.

Yung, Federal Housing Ad-
ministration director for this
area, discussed the provisions
of the new housing act at a
meeting of the American Busi-
ness Club.

One of the provisions of the
act will provide rent supple-
ments for qualified individuals.
To be eligible for the supple-
ments, a person must be eligible
for public housing, and there-
fore in a low income family,
Yung said.

Set Requirements

Additionally, the perSon must
meet one of the following re-
quirements: must be displaced

years of age or older; physic-
ally handicapped; living in sub-
standard housing; or be victim
of a natural disaster.

The low income person pays
25 per cent of his income for
rent, and as the income in-
creases, the rent will increase,
to the extent of 25 cents on the
dollar, Yung said.

He said several contractors
and developers have already
made inquiries about the act.

The act also provides a new
home mortgage insurance pro-
gram for veterans who have not
received any home financing as-
sistance through the veterans
administration, Yung said. Un-
der this provision of the law, no
down payment is required on
the first $15,000 of the FHA’s
estimate of the home’s value.
$200 Minimum

Ten per cent down is required
for the next $5,000 of value, and
15 per cent for the value' above
$20,000 to a maximum mortgage

by governmental action; 62

tions require the veteran te |
make a minimum cash invest=
ment of $200, Yung said.

FHA’s new regulations' link
the maximum home mortgage

proved by FHA or the Veterans
Administration and inspected
by either agency during con-
struction — to the buyer’s abil<
ity to pay. If he ean meet pay-
ments under a 30-year term, the
longer term will not be used.

The 1965 act also authorizes
the FHA to make payments for
one year for home buyers who
default on their mortgages be-
cause of unemployment through
cutback or closing of a federal
installation.

Yung said the FHA has great-
ly increased its volume. of busi-
ness over the past years. The
volume has increased about 75
per cent over 1960. Defaults have
decreased from 533 in 1964 to
431 in 1965, he said, and ac-
quisitions have decreased from

amount of $30,000. FHA regula-

273 in 1964 to 203 in 1965,

term—35 years for homes ap=

i law after the survey began.

ing bill provide liberalizs

Speakmg before the Ch a m-| mortgage terms for servi
iign - Urbana American Busi-|and veterans and for
sss Club, Yung outlined quali- valued above $20,000,
»ations for rent subsidies. Re-|existing mortgage and 1
dents must be eligible for pub-|surance authorizations f
: housing and must fulfill ‘one.year and authorize FHA {
more of the following speci-| payments for one year

rations:

half of home buyers w

_ Have been displaced by fault on their mortgages |

me sort of government action of unemployment throu

— Be 62 or older

— Be physically handicapped

back or closing of a fed
stallation.

‘Wedfiesday ‘morning - pres

Jderences

land use were

;{?»d e
Acrordmg o the sta
the CAC beheves plans a

‘‘generally -

conceived,” but points out “' Y

in the project'l area will aff ot
|race relations in Champai@r 11

Some Outsgide

The CAC says'iurther b' ;
|renewal can help bring abb‘ﬁA

]lr‘te("l atlon and

tmn and fhus re: @m‘
Cx‘fy Council - 1o - e@




Areaousing
Occupancy
Rate96.6%

A survey conducted in the
Champaign - Urbana area June
23 by the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration showed 3.4 per cent
of all residences and apartments
vacant and 955 new units under |
construction. :

Conducted in cooperation with
the post offices in Champaign,
Urbana, Rantoul and Homer, the

Rotary Hears Problems:

7 3 e

Renewal Affect Urbana

asserted. She charged that the|scattered apartments here and
University has takenlarge pieces |there.

of land off the tax rolls without| Mrs. Burkholder also spoke
much advance warning to givejof the area around Lincoln

the city a chance to compen-|Square as a potential blight
area if something is not done

about it. At the same time, she

By Jean Andrews
“Pressing in”’ by University of
{llinois expansion and Cham-
paign urban renewal are bring-
ing problems to Urbana that call
for new citizen interest, accord-|sate.

ing to Mrs. Don Burkholder. Businesses Displaced
| In the course of her talk to

Urbana Rotary Club Tuesday, problem in “what to do with the
‘Mrs. Burkholder called for co- businesses on Goodwin Avenue”
wordination among public bodies, |that are being replaced by U. of

‘over - all planning and zoning, |I.

strict enforcement of a housing

code and citizen involvement.
Not only coordination between

housing and sanitary facilities,
but aiso cooperation with the
University is required, Mrs.

der said, would be high rise
apartments with first floor

'schools and parks, between|stores in that area.

of zoning in these matters.

Mrs. Burkholder spoke of a

expansion.
One possibility, Mrs. Burkhol-

She spoke of the importance

The city faces a problem of

complimented those responsible
for the ‘“new” concept of the
Square.

“Now that we have our foot
in the door for using federal
funds (for city planning), may-
be we can undertake some type
of urban renewal,” she remark-
ed -

“It behooves us all to think up
new ideas,” Mrs. Burkholder
stressed.

Mrs. Burkholder said that the

survey is the first of several|
plamged for Illinois cities, ac-
,cording to B. R. ‘Harper, assist-
ant FHA director in Springfield. |
Since the survey is the first,
thez:e were no other figures
available for comparison. -

The figures were gathered for
ghe FHA by mailmen in the four
owns. -

Results of the survey, releas-
ed Thursday, showed that of 32,

overcrowded housing, of blight,
as the University expands and
displaced persons from Cham-

913 dwellings included, 25,232
were residences (single - family
dwellings) and 7,681 were apart-

Burkholder of the League of

‘Women Voters pointed out. severe problem of uncontrolled

growth is one that must be work-

- “This is one place the Univer-

. oy tqr p
Fi dceds 1o take respons by move to Urbana, she explained.

and it has not met it yet,” she

—

aign’s urban renewal area

Without enough low cost hous-

ed out. She urged citizen parti-
cipation and interest.

oSS

ments. The vacancy rate for res-
idences was 2.3 per cent, and for
apartments, 7.1 per cent. There

ing, overcrowding will occur,
she feels.
She noted that Hays School in
north Urbana had 45 new pupils
in the last few months of the
term, the majority from Cham-

paign’s renewal area.
A good housing code and
strict enforcement of it by
“‘enough” inspectors ‘“‘can help
prevent overcrowding and the
deterioration that oceurs,” Mrs,
Burkholder indicated. # : Of 390 uni <
She urged long - range plan-| er, 3.1 per cg‘: ts%iy:gc;nn tHom.-
ning of apartments, rather than| of 4,983 units in Rantou] 44 ang
cent were vacant, Five v’vere puﬁ

were 299 residences and = 656
apartments under construction.

. Harper said there were an es-
timated 110 new home applica-
tions (for single - family dwel-
lings) filed for Champaign since
January, and 100 for Urbana.
There were 10 applications for
new construction in Rantoul, and
none in Homer.

390 Units in Homer

In Champaign: der construction in Homer and,
. = L \ - R 45 in Rantoul, l
Commls.smn P 0sts Fl“@d tes or Champorgy and wrpron

__ Total residences (single fam-
ily dwelliqgs) and apartments
surveyed in Champaign, 17,355
3 per cent vacant, with 396 us:
ed (previously lived in) and 118
new; under construction, 586,
Total residences and apart-
ments surveyed in Urbana, 10,-|

| A number of appointments to|coe Tinsley, owner of Tinsley’s '
‘various Champaign city com-|Cleaners; Robert Zachary, Hen-|.
|missions were announced Tue R.. S'pz:%,. edm:fBoflg)e Smf:;lll
day night and approved by es Council - Building Re-
City Council. Gl o Council, and :Rz.lphcow.
. TR ice presiden Jom-
Appointed to the Human Re- mercial  Bank I:)i " Champaign,

T <

—

lations Commission were Joseph
L. Clark, a Champaign school
teacher; the Rev. Fr. John P.

were appointed to terms on the
Urban Renewal Citizens = Ad-|

185; 3.8 per cent vacant, with,
235 used and 153 new; under
construction, 319 R

Deane, pastor of St. Mary's wanosi?‘r;s Commxttee ending June
Roman Catholic Church, and|'jeonard T Flynn, Eugene
Mrs. William Boone, chairman g oq d Donald D = :
of the Fair Housing Bureau. |- oo and Jonaid Dyer were re
3 - 2 |appointed to the Zoning Board

Clark’s term will expire June|of Appeals.
30, 1966, and Father Deane’s and| The terms of Flynn and Suggs of apartments s e
Mrs. Boone’s on June 30, 1967. | will end June 30, 1970, and that Chmﬂpmg,fnfs 6 we;'e Viieani. I.h]
| Four persons, including Ros-|of Dyer’s, June 30, 1968. & dences wer,e Qagaent?ei:t {'yfﬂf:l;
2.4 per cent, ; -

idg:dud:gd were 12991  res.
ces and 4,364 apartments in
Champaign, and 6,951 residenc.
es and 3,234 apartments in Ur-
hana. In both cities, 6.9 per cent




hnig’ ‘the new “department =

ban develop-

housing - -
ment.” All tha.t is needed now|

President ,Iohnsons sxgna—

~ The new sgencx :Was con-
~ceived in controversy and

- chances are it will continue |

~that way in years to come.
~The urban department will

be the first cabinet agency
~ created since the depart-
'ment of Health, Education

“np'lz years sge. et e
It will be the 11th Iederal de
pamnelht and, at the begi '

'~ the sma

The agenoys future growth|gl

‘could be as phenomenal as the
- me tropohfan explosion that
Spi awned it. i

Im’daliy th ,Adepartment bf

ing and urban development|a

‘be created merely by tak-|t

3 ‘one government sign|]
,and pﬂtﬁng up anotlm'r :

mgthe location of so
90 planned housing
the urban renewal p

opment.

|. The. reason
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Ciﬁiéns.Ul;ggd to Consult Wi

To the Editor,
Sir: I read with- interest the
comments of the Reverend John
A. Taylor of Urbana’s Unitarian
Universalist Church with regard
ito the urban renewal program
fof the City of Champaign in
your issue of September 13. -
As an individual, and not as a
member of the Citizens Advisory
{Committee on Urban Renewal,
of which I am vice - chairman,
I believe that the Reverend Mr.

insight if, in one week of resi-
dence, he could determine the
attitudes and needs of the resi-
dents of northeast Champaign
with greater accuracy and un-
{derstanding than Councilman
Stratton; the Reverend Mr.
|Blaine Ramsey, Jr., Mr. Roscoe
Tinsley, and Mr. Robert Zackery
of the Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee; Mr. George Pope, chair-
Iman of the Northeast Neighbor-
hood Committee and the many
residents of the area and the
entire city who have cooperated
in the development of the urban
renewal program.

The program, which will soon
be released to the public by the
City Council, will not produce
“Instant Utopia.” It will not in-
stantly eradicate prejudice eith-
ier. However, a great many peo-
ple are working very hard with
the program to prevent the es-
tablishment or continuation of a
“ghetto”, black, ‘“pastel” (fo
quote Rev. Taylor), or white.
1The week - old resolution of the
Champaign City Council on hous-
ing is a. reaffirmation of that
| I do believe that the urban

renewal program,asitis present-

|economic prejudice which is the

|plan, I believe that this

Taylor must have a great gift of |,

ly formulated, can and will be|;

east area. e
Since the Reverend M

suggestions as wi
I would be happy to
at any time, either
he has seen the |

consultation with the appropri:
ate committees and officials

produce a more effective :
than public statements whict
tend to undo many hours of ef-
rt devoted to the same end
which Reverend Taylor says he

wants. - m iz
_ HENRYR.SPIES

T

Magazlﬁesmbﬁm fir
. _Urban Renewal Hints
To the Editor,

special issue of Look deals w
“Our Sick Cities and How ]
Can Be Cured.” :

Since Champaign - Urbana is
one of the 225 metropolitan areas
of over 50,000 population, this

Especially for those who have
questions (one way or the other)
about urban renewal, downtown
deterioration, housing, edu-
cation, transportation; legisla-
tive reapportionment, and the
role of the Federal govenment.

pet panaceas but they do pre-

any constructive action)
what several citi -

Square, I st
that the

an important step toward the|in ou
Teﬁnﬁnaﬁon of the social and |this i

B E

st problem in the nori

Sir: The September 21, 1965

These won’t offer any

sent much needed factual back-
ground dafa (a prerequisite for
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resolution pledg:
and mayor to -
pattern of segrega
Champaign.

In voting for
Councilman

pointed out that it goes farther
than the council’s three Previous

statements
tions.

“This resolution is just a lit-

tle different,”

problem exists.”

Other resolutions, ad i
1?63 and 1965, were l(;g;edspleIf
cific and merely alluded to the
prpb!em: of segregation and dis-
crimination in } i
ling to Stratton. e
Blighted Areas

The resolution states that “a
pattern of segregation in -hous-
ing both perpetuates and aggra-
vates condition: causing blight-

ity.

detrimen

érn society and incompatible
with Champaign’s Urban re-
newal programs,

The statement also recogniz-
es the ‘‘right of every citizen
|to live in a residence wh i ch
.|meets at least minimum stand-
‘lards,” and that choice of resi-
f|dence should be limited only by

the individual’s means and not
by race. | : . %

To end discrimination the res-
olution formally commits the
mayor and city council to n\é
their authority to carry out, “in
both spirit and word,” local,
state and federal housing laws:

Urges Citizens x

Futhermore it pledges the city
tq “urge all citizons, both in-
dividually and as -groups, to
participate in ending the pattern
of segregated housing.”

Stratton said he hoped the
Spirit of the resolution will he
'followed by the community. He
a!so complimented the commu-
plty on the steps taken thus far
in meeting the housing problem,
“I feel many citizens of our
community are accepting the
progress being made in the field
‘of. open occupancy,” Stratton
|said. 4

Fqllowing passage of the res-
olution, George Pope told the
council “a good thing has hap-
pened this evening. ‘

-““It may not be quite as stro
as some would have wished.
but it is a good res'olution,g

Pope said. 3
Pope is a member of the

Champaign - Urbana Improve-

VARG A g =" = Rt e

Fair Housing
Resolution
To Council

Pledges Fair
Housing Push

By JIM KLOSOWSKI
News-Gazette Staff Writer

The Champaign City Couhcil

Tuesday unanimpﬂsly adopted a

cil

the resolution;
Kenneth Stratton

The Champaign City Council
Tuesday night will consider a
resolution pledging the mayor
to urge all local citizens and
groups to help end segregated
housing.

Routine approval is expected,
as City Manager Warren Brown-
ing described the resolution
Tuesday as a “reiteration of city
policy.”

The proposed resolution states

on housing condi-

e does recognize that %

that the mayor and council reec-
‘ogni,z,e that a person’s choice of
\housing should be limited only
by the individual’s means.

The resolution says that a
pattern of housing discrimina-
tion is detrimental to the aims
of modern society, is not com-
|patible with the city’s Urban
|Renewal program, and both per-

petuates and aggravates condi-

tions causing blighted areas
within the city.
To eliminate this, the resolu-
tion says, “‘the Mayor and Coun-
cil will use their authority to
carry out — in both spirit and
word — the local, state and fed-
eral laws with respect to all
aspects of housing.”

It also provides that “the
Mayor and Council will urge all
citizens, both individually and as
groups, to participate in ending
the pattern of segregated hous-
in: .’1 =
' gl‘he resolution cites a number
of previous instances in whxgh
the council has expressed its
concern with housing conditions.
These include a resolution
titled “‘Statement of Policy on
Urban Renewal and Relocation”
adopted April 3, 1963, and resolu-
tions dated April 7 and April 20,
1965, prohibiting discriminatory
practices in urban renewal and
accepting compliance with Title
of the Civil Rights Act of




The Champaign Cit
Tuesday adopted two

Programs.

sons for moving costs.

The schedule was based on a
survey of four local
companies, according to. David
Gensemer, urban renewal direc-
tor, and indicates the average

Set Amo

v Council moving cost per room i

S of furni-
1 payment | ture. i
standards to guide the city in

;‘t‘eflocating‘ persons and families|fo
displaced by urban renewality

The council first approved
use of a monetary schedule to
be used by the urban renewal| No
{department in reimbursing per-

moving| The second schedule approved;

New Renewal
Housing Plan
Is Studied

By Paula Peters
Funds may be available for
“demonstration” housing to be
used by persons displaced by
Champaign’s Urban Renewal
program.

Repayment will be made as
lx}gws: for two rooms of furni-
‘e owned, $27; three roon
$37.50; four rooms, $48:00ms,
rooms, $60; six rooms, $75: and
seven or more rooms, $87.
Furniture

Individuals not owning furni-
iture will receive $5 and families

Iwithout furniture will get $10.

establishes rates of annual rent
cost; which the department will
use in seeking suitable housing
for displaced individuals and|

o This was announced Thursday

The figures, which Gensemer at the first meeting this fall of
iﬁ;‘i represent ‘the average the Human Relations Commis-
fg rental costs required. for sion. The Commission is investi-
decent, safe, and sanitary |gating this and other means by

dwellings,” are as follows: 4 which it might help supply hous-

|annual

|

|

1$1,580.

rants for low-cost housing.

Ef;,f&ﬁ;n mvéoug:ed II;y e 2 The aim of the demongra i

authority. Adoption f)f themslzlarii granls 18 tohely. degelop xe

e e et o gt ]

newal wi

housing authority,” gfns e]?::; that such projects.are possible.

said. oy James Williams, relocation ¢

‘Not Absolute’ rector for the city’s Departme;
| Gen_semer emphasized that of Urban Renewal‘, noted that!
e figures used in both the Rudard A. Jones, director of ‘

y :

A tentative version of Cham-ikject requests, Gensemer sg =3

paign’s urban renewal program
is expected to be made public
“in a week or two”, City Man-
ager Warren Browning said
Tuesday. z

said. :
The City Council has complet-

the Citizens Advisory Council on

in the plan as a result. What
these modifications are has not

been made public. =
The council has now returned
the tentative plan to the CAC
“the CAC’s final perusal b
> the City Council gives ap-
val to the tentative =
11 still be possib

‘br”’

Public hearings on the plan A
are expected to be scheduled !
within two or three months, he |

ed its study of recommendations ||
concerning the plan made by ity

rUrban Renewal (CAC) and some |
modifications have been made’

" Zero to 1 bedroom, $1,118
rent; two - bedrooms,
$1,488; three bedrooms, $1,644;
and four or more Jbedrooms,

ing for displaced families.

Mrs. William Boon, newly ap-
pointed member of the body, re-
ported that the federal govern-
ment makes demonstrati

=

i
i

The figures were taken from

University of Illinois Sm all
Homes Council, also has exple
ed the area of demonstra
grants. S g
$8,500 House 4 by

oving payment and rental
hedules are guides “to shoot|
and do not represent abso-
ife fixed amounts, '
‘\With the figures .as ,.guj,des,’
Ee department will be able tq
*tter assess, and if necessar

could furnish plans for homes
ithat would meet Federal Hous-|
ing Authority standards. It would
'be possible to obtain a Iot for
11$2,000 and build such a home

Also at Tuesday'’s 1
e Couneil ' re-appoi
illie C. Pyles and I

Jones, according to Williams |,

l
1

“= Returned ~

The tentative plan for thei
% project 1 area for urban re-
®' newal has been returned by
the Champaign City Council to
the Citizen’s Advisory Commit-
tee on Urban Renewal for final
persual, City Manager Warren
Browning said Tuesday.
Browning said he expected the
CAC to return the plan to the
council in about a week, at which
time the council is expected to
give tentative approval.
After this approval is secured
engineering studies in the pro-
ject area may begin.
After engineerin
pleted a public

plan will be held, a

final council app:
given and land
begin. ;

Browning said I
have the pu?ﬁl';?s
to 3ree months. "

4

Urban P
into Law

WASHINGTON (® — Pres
Johnson gave the nati
cities a place in his Ca
Thursday by signing into 1
bill establishing the new
partment of Housing and
ban Development.

Who will speak for the
as secretary of the agency.
in the Cabinet, was not
nounced at the White I
ceremony.

The speculation is Jol
eventually will get arour
naming Robert C. Weave:
rector of the Housing and ]
Finance Agency, which i
core of the new departm

If Weaver is appointed
confirmed by the Senat
would be the first Negro
to serve in a president’s
net.

The President hasn’t
hinted at his choice, how
and others have been ment
in rumors, among them R
C. Wagner, who is not se
re-election as mayor of
York, and Albert Rains, ar

;A bama Democrat who speci:

in housing legislation wh

member of the House.
The new department

plants the Housing and

|Finance Agency and puts
done roof urban-oriented
fgrams now scattered
\|several departments.

The Federal Housing A
istration and the Federa

\|tional Mortgage Associatic

i among the s@ha
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¢ its main downtown business

f§ mous in answering that, yes it

_sons. He planted onions in one

Downtown ,A_réa Revived :

e

Fresno's Mall Is

Fresno, Calif. (AP) =~

One year ago the city of Fres-
no, mn a spectacular reply to
the lure of suburban shopping

centers, ripped out 10 blocks of

street and put in a pedestrian
mall.

People
work?

Today, busily waiting on cus-
tomers who stroll in from the
flowery,  tree-shaded mall,
storekeepers are almost unani-

wondered — will it

is working, fabulously well,
About the only opposition has
come from one shoe store owner

Stccess
[
P;ck 'r%.-jau,‘._, financed by
‘renewal and local fund
sprightly place. It invite
ers to relax and seems
them in a buying mood.

Splashing  fountains,
watercourses, shaded |
and small protected pla;

for the kids dot the
stretch.

Beds of flowers are I

bloom, and $150,000 we
modern statuary adds to
mosphere.
: For those who tire of
ing, there are pleasant,
electric carts, chauffeur
at 10 cents a ride.

who declines to give his rea-

There still are com

‘of the flowerbeds as a form of
protest.

]?owntown Fulton Street was
noisy, dirty, clogged with cars,
Y and parking was a long-shot
. | gamble.

" Today the $1.6-million,

about parking being insuf
The mall merchants tr
the words of a housewif
said, “It makes me wa
come downtown to shop.’

10-

PECIALLY FOR KID:

e children get a big break
the Fresno, Calif., down-
own pedestrian mall  when

parents shop. Special play climbing a's‘ ch‘fﬁlre‘n play fol-
areas are set aside for them.. low the leader.

A concrete turtle makes good

_*.L*;.tél? Wirephoto)

Delivered on R.F.D. Routes Sept. 9, 1965

By David Witke

The Champaign City Council
l'uesday night took its strongest
stand to date on the issue of fair
housing. : %

The council unanimously
rdopted a resolution pledging
hat the ‘“Mayor and Council
will urge all citizens, both in-
dividually and as groups, to
participate in ending the pattern
of segregated housing.”

The council’s action was prais-
ed by Councilman Kenneth O.
Stratton and by George Pope of
he Northeast Neighborhood As-
sociation.

While some councilmen ap-
parently felt the resolution was
out a reiteration of existing city
policy, both Stratton and Pope
said the resolution goes further
han the council’s previous
stands on the subject.

Stratton said the difference
ies in the fact that the new
resolution “recognizes that a

rather than merely alluding to

a problem in general terms.”
Pope said the resolution “may

not be quite as strong as some

persons might have liked to
have it. But it is a good resolu-
tien'.” : s .

_He said he felt the resolu-
tion’s wording' was a construc-
tive step in the direction that
local civil rights groups have
hoped for. :

The -resolution describes dis-
crimination in housing as “det-
rimental to the aims of modern
society” and as ‘“‘not compatible

with the wurban renewal pro-

grams of the city.”

It states that ‘“a pattern of
segregation in housing beth per-
petuates and aggravates condi-
tions causing blighted areas
within our city.”

And it affirms that the city
council recognizes “the right of
every citizen to live in a resi-
dence which meets at least

A S R I A AR B A

|
of which is limited only by the
individual’s means, and not by
race.” ‘
In Spirit and Word. . . : |
The resolution pledges that
“the Mayor and Council will use |
their authority to carry out —|
in both spirit and word” — the|
local, state and federal laws with |
respect to all aspects of hous-
ing.n ~ |
Stratton said the resolution is|
a “compliment to the commu-|
nity”’ because it reflects prog-|
ress that is being made within
the community. |
He said he had been told re-|
fcently by the president of the
Board of Realtors that it is now
the policy of the board to show
houses without regard to race.
He called this a ‘“great step”
and noted that.this policy would
indicate that real estate agents
still refusing to show houses on
a nondiscriminatory basis ap-

parently are not members of |
+the Raard nf Raaltare {






Q% -84




Q% -84







e

‘\ O i i Er B x»nfﬂw*,.m












Gy LR

By JOI‘-INE. ERICKSON

Lindsay-Schaub Newspapers

‘ Editorial Writer

MANY civic and business
eaders as well as city plan-
ing personnel seem incapable
f viewing downtown areas as
inything other than a giant
ash register. All across the
ountry this cash register is
ot ringing as often or as loud
s it once did and hence town
athers are worried.

Projects are being undertak-
n fo entice the wayward
harge plates back to the city.
[hese projects range in size
ind cost from spacing potted
reraniums or American flags
long the downtown sidewalks,
o a general face-lifting and
leanup, to construction of a
omplex system of high-
vays and freeways connecting
he center of the city with its
iinterlands.

According to Victor Gruen of
Victor Gruen Associates, these
measures are at best ineffec-
ual and at worst aggravate
-ather than alleviate the real

He states in his latest book
“The Heart of Our Cities” (Si-
mon and Schuster, 1964) that
“though all these attempts to
ithprove the cities deal with
the problem of the core, few
of them go to the core of the
problem.”
| He agrees that the cores or
earts of most American cities
are m troub]e but declines to
yiew this plight solely in eco-

0 'c terms. He maintains
that this urban heart trouble is
something that cannot he cured
y attempting to make the at-
mosphere more conducive to
spend in g money_

In this connection he objects
0 the use of the term ‘“‘central
husiness district.”

“It implies,” he says, “that
he heart of a city is meant to
e only business, and
1 ugh this is unfortunately
rue for the central areas of
fome American cities, it seems
0 me by no means desirable.”

"This ability to conceive of the
pity’s core as being somethmg
more than an economic entity
s a noteworthy aspect of Gru-
en's analysis.
aningful Activities
A city should be a focus for
e multitude of activities that
ake life meaningful. It should
provide the diversity of envi-
onments needed for fulfill-
ment in all aspects of life; eco-
homic, cultural, social and

kb 4“0-..0 MU adadir

_r Gruen Says Vltal City’s Core
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Victor Gruen

spiritual. And the city’s core
should be the focal point of this
diversity.

Gruen maintains that a city
should be characterized by
“compactness, intensity of pub-
lic life, and a small-grained
pattern in which all types of
human activities are intermin-
gled in close proximity.”

Speaking as both a trained
architect and a planner, he
combines theory with what he
has learned from experience.

That the core of many a city
needs attention is apparent to
anyone who attempts to visit
it, Buildings are run down, of-
fices are vacant, and while
there is hopeless congestion at
rush hours, all life begins to
ebb from the core area at 5
o’clock. After supper the core
is dead.

Transportation

Perhaps the most flagrant
violation of Gruen’s principle
of separating and subordinat-
ing utilitarian functions is in
the area of private fransporta-
tion.

The advent of the automobile
made it possible for city work-
ers to live far from either the
city center or the lines of mass
transportation.

In an attempt to escape the
blight of the city, people ereat-
ed suburbia, As suburbs grew,
better and more roads were
needed to serve the increased

traffic. These roads attracted
retail establishments that were
also fleeing the blight of the
central areas. These establish-
ments were in turn followed
by a plethora of gaudy, noisy
and often economically margi-
nal retail establishments—all
making a bid for the passing
motorist.

Thus, these roads generated
their own congestion and de-
cay and the suburbs were
forced to move further and
further outward in an attempt
to escape this creeping blight.
With each new layer of this
scatterization, the heart of the
city became harder to reach
and so, except when necessary,
was avoided.

‘Trafficists’

This growing problem of con-
gestion and sprawl is actually
facilitated, says Gruen, by
planners (who he terms
“trafficists’) who have lost all
perspective regarding the utili-
tarian function of traffic move-
ment. They have elevated it to
a position of having first prio-
ity on available space and
funds.

These trafficists ‘“‘construct
bridges, tunnels and toll roads
which converge from every di-
rection like arrows to the
he

The result is twofold. First
the heart of the city becomes
clogged with passenger cars
and there is either hopeless
congestion or else so much
space is consumed by cars that
the vitality of the compact core
area is all but extinguished.
Secondly, mass transportation
is pushed to the background.

Gruen views mass transpor-
tation as offering the most real-
istic solution to the traffic
problem of the cities, He says
it is “a public service needed
for urban health just as is a
sewerage system, street clean-
ing, or a police force.

One prerequisite for the re-
birth of the city core, accord-
ing to Gruen, is the “taming
of the motorcar.”

Another enemy of the city is
the planner who in the name of
urban renewal demolishes
everything in sight, These
planners have “misinterpreted
the aims of urban renewal leg-
islation by demolishing whole
districts and by replacing live-
ly environments, which could
have been rehabilitated, with
sterile, inhuman and poorly
planned projects.”

This should not be construed

as an indication of his opposi-
tion to public-works projects.
In fact he believes that plan-
ning, to be feasible, must have
some public support.

“Into the public domain falls
the creation of those conditions
and prerequisites needed for
orderly and meaningful devel-
opment; into the private do-
main falls the proper utilization
of the opportunities and poten-
tialities thus created.”

What is needed he maintains,
is an ‘“‘urban planning philoso-
phy for the second half of the
20th Century.”

It is just such a contempor-
ary philosophy that he feels he
has to offer. Drawing upon the
organization expressed by na-
ture, he has developed an ap-
proach to the planning of cit-
ies that approximates the cel-
lular structure of living tissue.
As with a living cell, this cel-
lular plan for cities is con-
structed around and focuses at-
tention toward the nucleus.

In the case of the city the
nucleus is the core area.

Core Uses

According to his plan, only
suitable uses could be made of
the core area. These would in-
clude offices, both busi-
ness and professional, banks,
theaters, concert halls, librar-
ies, museums, churches, retail
trade, educational facilities,
apartments, restaurants, movie
theaters and cafes.

Unsuitable uses would be
warehouses, storage facilities,
factories with noise or fumes,
one-story plants needing a
great amount of land, cemeter-
ies, and farm lands.

The cellular plan of Mr. Gru-
en has nowhere been realized
completely, The fact that his
projects have usually been fi-
nanced by individuals with a
vested interest in the area has
necessitated compromise.

He has built projects, how-
ever, that carry out aspects of
the principle to varying de-
grees. In spite of the compro-
mises that they represent, he
maintains that they have in
fact produced a more vital
core area. ‘
Planning Tools

The rebirth of the heart of
the city is further hindered by
a lack of adequate planning
tools.

According to Mr. Gruen,
there is a desperate need for
a re-evaluation of the curricu-
lum in the universities. Archi-
tects are being trained as com-

petent technicians but
“rely blindly on the jud
rof other specialists for ¢

ration of utilitarian, ec
ic and sociological aspect:

He has found that stud¢
action to the idea of a er
planning philosophy is ¢
“utter bewilderment.”

Traffic engineers also
be attuned to the needs
people and should not
themselves solely to co
cars and proposing speel
its.

The specific projects
Mr. Gruen describes i
book and for which he di
what can only be tern
missionary zeal, represe
attempt at solving the
of the downtown.

They are not meant tc
panacea. But he believe
in the milieu of abortive
tions that fill the pl
world today, his cellula
proach does “point the v
the right direction.”
Cursory Treatment

In one sense Gruen is {l
tim of his own criticisr
asks that planners and
tects be sensitive to ae
ic, economic and sociol
considerations, and yet hi
cognizance of the dual
lems of racial discrimi
and poverty that plague
of our cities is containes
single paragraph. He som
blithely states that the c
visualizes can of course
come to pass until thes
problems have been elin

He pleads for total ir
tion in the city—functio
well as personal—but hi
ning efforts seem to
reality.

There seems to be n
viso for the indigent or
cized to benefit from th
vitality of the urban er
ment.

Despite this failure,
offers a perceptive anal
the physical aspects of
city’s problem and artic
very weil the climate
for future planning.

By deftly and with n
alacrity examining the pl
the city and indicating s
the sources of the froul
has performed a‘\at;luﬁ;:li
ice for every 2
cerned with urban deca
point that the city musf
vate an environment fo
complete human and cor
ly human life cannot be
too often.
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Utility Tax

Opposition
Is Voiced

(Continued from Page 3)

standard of living and lower
crime rate.” He said he fa-
vored repeal or reducing of the
utility tax with a substitute tax
source provided.

‘Has No Panacea’'

He has never offered a pana-
cea, said Frank E. Schooley,
and added it would be dishon-
est to do so. He listed Cham-
paign’s problems as “storm
drainage, needed improvements
of streets and street lighting,
urban renewal, and downtown,”’
and added:

“I believe in the Council-
Manager form of government. I
believe in good, efficient and
honest administration. If re-
elected I will continue to work
for these goals.”

In running the iirst time, Wil-
liam G. Skelton said he did so
because an opening had been
created on the City Council be-
cause of an increase in the city’s |
population and that he did not
run with the idea of replacing
anyone.

He said everyone gives a good
share of his income for main-
tenance of the city and that
this was reason enough for hav-
ing an interest in Champaign.
He said he had served four
years and added: “All I can
say, is if the people of Cham-
paign desire for me to continue
serving I will be most happy to
continue as a councilman.”

If elected, Paul M. Somers
said he would propose a sub-
fire station for the Mattis-
Springfield area for better pro-
tection o, schools near that
area. He said training of fire
department personnel and equip-
ment was ngede@o&?oteh’t the
lives of tenants in the ne
rise apartmen

THE NEWS.GAZETTE

Decals To Be
Distributed

The Inter-Faith Council for|
Fair Housing has announced|
|plans to distribute in Cham-
|paign-Urbana decals advocating :
support for fair housing oppor-|
tunity on a non-discriminatory
basis.

Ten thousands decals, de
signed by University of Illinois|
art professor Billy Morrow Jack-
son, have been printed. They
{will be mailed to those citizens
|Wwhose names were published as|
public witness. last N‘ovgmber
in support of the equal housing
opportunity pmncyple; ‘

IN SUPPORT OF FAIR HOUSlNC "

They will ‘be made genera]ly
availahle thmugh churches and'
neighborhood councils to be set!
|up by the inter-faith group. !

A general meeting to initiate
organization of the neighborhood |
councils will be at 7:30 Thurs-
|day, March 4, in the parish hall
|of Emmanuel Memorial Episco-
' pal Church, 102 N. State, C. The By GEORGE COMINOS
meeting will coneern the struc- News-Gazette Staff Writer
ture of the proposed councils Opposition to the utility tax
and educational materials whichwas expressed at a meeting
\might help promote equal hous-Thursday night in the City
ing opportumty Building as candidates for the

Lists of the covenant signersChampaign City Council gave
by neighborhood groups havelheir opinions on a wide range
been prepared and will he thef the city’s problems; o oo
basis for forming the councils, OPening remarks’ were made
According to Inter-Faith Oouncllby Mrs. N. J. Leonard, presi-
officials, the neighborhood unit/dent of the Champaign County
will serve a two-fold functxor‘ 'League of Women Voters, spon-

They are intended to mee’, sor of the meeting. Mrs. G. M.

Almy served as moderator. De-
educational need by pro G Al :
tfommaton -on. the soch\ spite the cold weather, the City

|economice effects of fair gﬁg’&cu CAniler Wi
f‘?(‘:eauc pe rsox;s, regar The eight of the 11 candi.dates
‘origin mid who were on hand spoke in al-
‘ i phabetical order, later answer-

The’ ing written questions from the
matlonr, audience.

The first speaker, Robert W.
Horney, said he felt he had the
background for the position of
city councilman. He said he
had “heard rumors” the city
was threatened with the loss of
two major industries because of
the tax set-up.

He said one of his major proj-
ects would be a monthly publi-
cation for residents to explain
programs before the City Coun-
cil — “‘the financial needs of
the city and what could be ex-
pected fo be gained by the pro-
grams and the taxes required.”
‘Help Relations’

He said this would help create
'a better understanding between
the City Council and the public.

Seely Johnston said: “I feel
|like it's' my town and T feel I
jcan do for you an honest job
|as T have done in my business.”

PP 7 dlstnbute decal locally

ers in a referendum. :

Johnston criticized zoning ru
ings, saying ‘‘sometimes the de
cisions come not always from
up here but from outs:de inter
ests.’

Concerning revitalization o

downtohm Johnston said Cham

~had four other busi

ness ‘‘corners’” and said, i

elected, ““I would do my best fo
all five areas.”
‘Big Business’

“The City of Champaign i
big business,” Charles F. Keel
ing said, adding: ““I know it anc
you know it, and it has to be
operated within a budget not un.
like the budget you operate a
home.”

Councilmen, he added, have
to do what they ecan with the
money available and he added:
“I promise you if T 'am nominat-
ed and elected, I will do every-
thing I can to operate within the
budget.” He said he knew ‘‘the
value of working together and
of harmony on the City Council.

“I promise to work hard, 1
promise honesty. I promise a
desire to learn.” He said he
didn’t know all of the problems,
but promised, if elected, “to dig
in and work for a solution.”
Kenneth R. Peterson called
the Council-Manager form of
city government very desirable
and promised to work for its
continuance as it provides, he
said, “a trained specialist to see‘
that the city’s services are car-
ried out.”

He said “the only apparent
disadvantage was that a elique
developlng during a term of of-’

He said he was against the

fice” and he said “‘this could af-|

lutility tax and “‘was against n fect decision-making.” He said
when it was first brought up.’ he favored slum ‘clearance as|
He said he felt the question of| “'a must,” and that “its benefits |
adopting a utility tax should @€ Obvious in terms of a lngherl
‘have Been Dresanted 4 35ha vrrt D lae e v 2 0 o —










NEW HIGH RISE APARTMENT BUILDING. The
Oaks, a luxurious eight-floor high rise apartment to be
constructed on University Avenue across from West
Side Park in Champaign, is shown in this architect's

apartments for sale ranging in price

park. The first floor will be reserved for parking, t
‘next six floors will have four apartments each, and

top floor will have two penthouses costing $60,000 all

) - al
each. Builder and owner is Ray C. Dickerson. Bui]é- matched interior beauty.

ers are Felmley-Dickerson Co., Urbana; archite
kins-Barrow and Graham Inc., Urbana; sal
Barr and Squires Real Estate Inc., Champ
ground, driveways and services will be own
drawing. The new condominium complex, which has by all those living in the building. Garage
Hpom $36,000 to cost $3,000. Monthly assessment for the
- $38,000, will have balcony terraces overlooking the will be $56. The building has been design
: = son said, to capture the mood of the great prairi
e "xe city—"the exciting great spirit of the M
within a frame of distinctive architectu










Declared Unsafe
Colbert credited Fire Inspec-
tor James Baker with bringing
the incident out in the open.-
After Baker and other officials
saw the apartment, which Col-
bert described as ‘“‘an unfinish-
'ed basement — a hovel,” it was
decided the place was unfit for
human occupancy. That portion
|of the building was declared un-
safe, Harris explained Friday,
but a second section of the
same basement was not included
in condemnation procgedings.\
.and two elderly men apparently’
still are living there. §E
The kitchen of the aparhnentl
|

[

.....

in which the family lived, ac-
cording to Colbert, “was just a
coal bin. There was a bed in
the place, and a broken down
couch. The toilet facilities —
and a neighbor told me there
are about 20 people living in the
building — are upstairs.

“The apartment where the
fire took place rents for $60 a

. Family o Niow Displaced When Fire Damaged Basement Apartment
- Basement Condemned: e

Fire Forces Family of R e

cording to Colbert, and is now
staying with relatives in another
partofthecity.Hesaidthe
father is employed and ‘“‘prob-
ably could pay more for rent

From Apartment-Coal Bin

By Paula Peters er for the Departm i :

‘ ) artment of Chil-|ford better housin : = than he had to there,” but an
- What usually would have been dren and Family Services, re-|little for the me.‘;;h‘;“‘ca,‘;ﬂ extensive search for housing has
considered a minor incident— gl?i'lted the fire began when the| Though damage at the apart- turned up nothing. |
a mattress fire last week in altion of t’h?me :llgllllte ﬂlln fa por-|ment was mmxmal, the fire it- When Colbert called on the
Champaign residence — has left : e family|self may have acted as a Champaign County Public Hous-

rented,  apparently dropped

catalyst for bringing the situa- ing Authority, he said, he was|

Roe- I:numings. newspapers on the g:n to the public’s attention, told that the family would have
' A Bessacar tha. o mhettexphmed. ENEE: to wait from six months to a
e children were was brought to the at- year for a place to live.

burning newspapers is unclear. als w site Went Through Listings

Building Inspector Martin Har-| !l

ris said one of the youngsters seemed to have
ported they were standing l;:: i their listings of
the bed, trying to put a light|¥ and apart-

ments,” Colbert said, “‘and we
thought we had a place several
times. Somehow, the possibili-

bulb in an empty socket. They St
pparently lit the newspapers|Und
4|50 they could see the socket. A

i ties fell  at the last min-
=Thom,a~s Colbert ,ZEM!M: jute.s et 3 :." !1.; i 7>
' “The problem, is, there’s a

‘tremendous amount unt of work be-
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CANDIDATES TELL VIEWS

Written questions went from
the audience to the three
question screeners in the left
foreground to the candidates
for the Champaign City Coun-

cil, at upper right, in a meet-
ing Thursday night at the
Champaign City Building.
Speaking at this moment, at
upper right, was candidate

Paul Somers. Screening the
questions, from left, were
Robert W. Sink, editor of The
Courier; Ella Leppert, of the
League of Women Voters, %

which sponsored the meeting,
and George Cominos of the
News-Gazette.

(Photo by Gene Suggs)

volving a lease of poles and
other equipment from the Illi-
nois Power Co. In reply to an-
other question regarding the hir-
ing of Negroes in the Police
and Fire Departments, Schooley
said this is handled through the
Police and Fire Commission and
that anyone can take the tests.

William G. Skelton

Skelton again deplored the
small number of candidates who
have entered the City Council
race. “We should have here to-
night not 11 men who have pe-
titioned to run, but many times

that. This I think is sorrowful.

Ali T can say is that if the
people of Champaign desire to
have me continue serving, I will
be happy to continue in this
position.”

Skelton, during the questxon
period, sald police protection
should be increased, and added
that the number of police of-
ficers on the force is now in-
adequate. ‘“‘Again, it comes
down to the question of econom-
ics. How much can we pay?”’

Regarding urban renewal,
Skelton said he continues to re-
main uncertain about the city’s

.

financial burden in this pro-
gram. He said only history will
teli whether the city would re-
remain better off retaining the
slums or entering into the ur-
ba renewal process.

Paul M. Somers

Somers said that if elected he
would propose the construction
of a Fire Department substa-
tion in the Mattis-Springfield
Avenue area for the protection
of two schools, Jefferson Junior
High School and Kenwood
School, and the various high
rise apartment buildings being
developed in that area.

He also called for the devel-
opment of a ‘trained, -profes-
sional police force of adequate
size to protect our lives and
propertys’ He urged the devel-
opment of more off-street park-
ing in the University of Illinois
campus area.

Regarding downtown redevel-
opment, Somers called for a
“new approach” through which
the city might use its ‘“clout”
to encourage various land own-
ers to unite and develop pro-
grams with the assistance,_of
the City Council. One of the

problems, he said, is that down-
town Champaign is composed of
small parcels of land, and the
large number of tenants and
property owners makes it diffi-
cult “to unite one side of a
street.”

Somers also said he has never
advocated abandonment of the
utility tax and noted this is
about the only major source of
income the city has, to replace
property funds lost through a
1961 court decision.

Henry R. Spies

Spies feels the main problem
confronting the city during the
next four years will be the im-
plementation of the urban re-
newal program. Urban renewal,
said Spies, an editor for the
University of Illinois Small
Homes Council, is essentially a
housing program. “My pusmess,‘ . ,‘
is housing,” he noted. areas. “For the second time in|

Spies also described his ex-|three years, we had a subdi-
perience as an installations of- vision isolated for 36 hours.”
ficer in the Air Force where he| During the question period,
was involved in such problems |Spies ecommended the use of
as utilities, roads and streets|provisibns in the Economic Op-
and fire protection. He w as|portunity Act wherever pos-
critical of the city’s recent snow |sible “to increase economic op-
removal efforts in the outlaying 'portunities for all residents.”
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“THE MODERN city can be
the most ruthless enemy of
the good life or it can be its
servant,” President Lyndon
Johnson said this week in his
housing message. i

“The choice is up to this
generation of Americans. For

is is truly the time of de-
\cision for the American city.”

The President’s analysis ' is
orrect, He has recommended

me broad new programs to
help cities serve man. Alone,
however, they cannot achieve
that end.

As President Johnson point-
ed out, the challenge is great.
In the next 40 years, urban
population will double. About
80 per cent of all Americans
will live in metropolitan areas.

The implications of those
facts are enormous. “We will
‘have to build in our cities as
‘much as all that we have built
'since the first colonist arriv-
‘fed on these shores,” the Pres-
/ident said. ;
| The problem is not just the
need for new building. It
is that most cities are in sorry
need of wholesale repair of
what they now have — from
schools to sewers, from the
water they drink to the
air they breathe.

The older urban develop-
ment programs of public hous-
ing and urban renewal have
made but the tiniest of dents
in such problems.

President Johnson wants
them expanded along with
some other older programs.
He also calls for some new
departures in federal pro-
grams for cities.

One is a program to 'eventu:

A Challenge to U. S, Cities

poses a new program of rent
subsidies for low-income fam-
ilies. The intent is to encour-
age private building of low-in-
come housing and to end the
monopoly of public housing
and urban renewal programs
in federal planning.

Third, he suggests that state
development agencies acquire
land, build public facilities on
it and then sell it to private
builders. The builders, how-
ever, would not be free to con-

“tinue their too frequent misuse

of land. Instead they would be
required to build homes and
other structures according to
a firm, well - thought out plan.

These and his other propos-
als, the President admits, are
a mere ‘“groping toward solu-
tion.”

They probably will not be
able to alter the urban face
very substantially.

The programs will need to
be supplemented by transpor-
tation, educational and reven-
ue reforms of an unprecedent-
ed nature.

Attitudes toward the Negro
must change. New values that
refuse to tolerate blight and
ugliness will have to emerge.

Citizens must demand, and
work for, state and local gov-
ernment strong enough and
perceptive enough to untangle
the mess that cities have be-
come.

This is a big order, one that
no federal program, or any
series of programs, can fill.

The imperative need is for
American citizens and their
leaders 'to take a hard look
at the many faulty values that
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d Families Depressed

At Loss of Old Neighborhood

By RAY CROMLEY

Newspaper Enterprise Assn.

Washington

A LITTLE - advertised study
financed by the National Insti-
tute of Mental Health con-
cludes:

“When a working class com-
munity is wiped out by a re-
development project, many of
the people who lived there
grieve as deeply as they would
over the death of a husband or
wife,

“The general sense of loss
persists in some cases for at
least two years, threatens the
emotional health and social
functioning of those afflicted
and brings an increase in men-
tal illness.”

These findings result from in-
terviews in depth with 500 fam-
ilies who used to live in Bos-
ton’s West End, a “slum area”

room for redevelopment.

Close to half the women in-
terviewed and more than a
third of the men reported per-
iods of sadness or depression
continuing for at least six
months.

A fourth of the women said
they were still sad or depressed
two years after the move:

“I felt like my heart was tak-
en out of me.”

“I had a nervous break-
down.”

“I lost all the friends I knew."”

“I always felt I had to go
home to the West End, and ev-
en now I feel like crying when
I pass by.”

The research men found:

“Proponents of urban renew-
al projects sometimes reason
the uprooted people would bene-
fit from slum clearance and
forced relocation — in that it

whose anartmente and small

stion into the urban middle-class
way of life).

“For the majority of the fam-
ilies investigated, this assump-
tion has not been borne out by
the present study or by similar
studies elsewhere.

“Unlike most residents of
middle-class communities, most
West Enders. . .enjoyed group
life.

“A family’s living included
not only the family’s apart-
ment, but also the apartment
house hallways and the street.
Relatives often lived nearby,
frequently in the same building.
Friends were all around and
people were forever dropping
m.”

West End residents, said the
study, “placed the highest value
not on success as measured by
income or ocecupation but on so-

not as a slum. . .but as home.”
It meets the physical, social and
cultural needs “better in most
cases than any of the commu-
nities to which relocation proj-
ects force them to move.”

These investigators conclude
that slum clearance men must
learn that:

—The general standard of
housing in an area may not be
as important as the human
neighborliness in determining
whether a community is a de-
sirable place to live.

—When they destroy “slum”
buildings they may be destroy-|
ing a very important, helpful
and warm social system as
well.

The research men suggest!
that instead of tearing down,
slums, it might be better (in|

wnnld diva fthaw  fae amo-ias

ciabi_lity and friendliness.”

some cases anyway) to rehabili-
tate them in sueh a wmaw ket




“’HE MODERN city can be
the most ruthless enemy of
the good life or it can be its
servant,” President Lyndon
Johnson said this week in his
housing message. ;

“The choice is up to this
generation of Americans. For

is is truly the time of de-
\cision for the American city.”
‘;The President’s analysis * is

orrect, He has recommended
ome broad new programs to
help cities serve man. Alone,
however, they cannot achieve
that end.

As President Johnson point-
ed out, the challenge is great.
In the next 40 years, urban
population will double. About
80 per cent of all Americans
will live in metropolitan areas.

The implications of those
facts are enormous. “We will
‘have to build in our cities as
'much as all that we have built
lsince the first colonist arriv-
‘ed on these shores,” the Pres-
ident said.

The problem is not just the
lneed for new building. It
is that most cities are in sorry
need of wholesale repair of
what they now have — from
schools to sewers, from the
water they drink to the
air they breathe.

The older urban develop-
ment programs of public hous-
ing and urban renewal have
made but the tiniest of dents
in such problems.

President Johnson wants
them expanded along with
some other older programs.
He also calls for some new
departmesciﬁin federal pro-
grams for cities.

‘One is a programto ‘eventu:

I A Challenge to U. S. Cities

poses a new program of rent
subsidies for low-income fam-
ilies. The intent is to encour-
age private building of low-in-
come housing and to end the
monopoly of public housing
and urban renewal programs
in federal planning.

Third, he suggests that state
development agencies acquire
land, build public facilities on
it and then sell it to private
builders. The builders, how-
ever, would not be free to con-

“tinue their too frequent misuse

of land. Instead they would be
required to build homes and
other structures according to
a firm, well - thought out plan,

These and his other propos-
als, the President admits, are
a mere “‘groping toward solu-
tion.”

They probably will not be
able to alter the urban face
very substantially.

The programs will need to
be supplemented by transpor-
tation, educational and reven-
ue reforms of an unprecedent-
ed nature.

Attitudes toward the Negro
must change. New values that
refuse to tolerate blight and
ugliness will have to emerge.

Citizens must demand, and
work for, state and local gov-
ernment strong enough and
perceptive enough to untangle
the mess that cities have be-
come.

This is a big order, one that
no federal program, or any
series of programs, can

The imperative ne:ﬁ(l';l is for
American citizens and
leaders ' to take a hardm
at the many faulty values that
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At Loss of Old Neighborhood

By RAY CROMLEY

Newspaper Enterprise Assn.

Washington

A LITTLE - advertised study
financed by the National Insti-
tute of Mental Health con-
cludes:

“When a working class com-
munity is wiped out by a re-
development project, many of
the people who lived there
grieve as deeply as they would
over the death of a husband or
wife,

“The general sense of loss
persists in some cases for at
least two years, threatens the
emotional health and social
functioning of those afflicted
and brings an increase in men-
tal illness.”

These findings result from in-
terviews in depth with 500 fam-
ilies who used to live in Bos-
ton’s West End, a “slum area”

room for redevelopment.

Close to half the women in-
terviewed and more than a
third of the men reported per-
iods of sadness or depression
continuing for at least six
months.

A fourth of the women said
they were still sad or depressed
two years after the move:

“I felt like my heart was tak-
en out of me.”

“I had a mnervous break-
down.”

“I lost all the friends I knew."”

“I always felt I had to go
home to the West End, and ev-
en now I feel like erying when
I pass by.”

The research men found:

“Proponents of urban renew-
al projects sometimes reason
the uprooted people would bene-
fit from slum clearance and

tion into the urban middle-class
way of life).

“For the majority of the fam-
ilies investigated, this assump-
tion has not been borne out by
the present study or by similar
studies elsewhere.

“Unlike most residents of
middle-class communities, most
West Enders. . .enjoyed group
life.

“A family’s living included
not only the family’s apart-
ment, but also the apartment
house hallways and the street.
Relatives often lived nearby,
frequently in the same building.
Friends were all around and
people were forever dropping
m.H

West End residents, said the
study, “placed the highest value
not on success as measured by
income or occupation but on so-

not as a slum. . .but as home.”
It meets the physical, social and
cultural needs “better in most
cases than any of the commu-
nities to which relocation proj-
ects force them to move.”

These investigators conclude
that slum clearance men must
learn that:

—The general standard of
housing in an area may not be
as important as the human
neighborliness in determining
whether a community is a de-
sirable place to live.

—When they destroy ‘slum”
buildings they may be destroy-|
ing a very important, helpful
and warm social system as
well, ’

The research men suggest!
that instead of tearing down
slums, it might be better (in

whose anartmente and small

forced relocation — in that it
wanld diva thame fae aaoao

ciability and friendliness.”

some cases anyway) to rehabili-
tate them in snech 2 waw éhat

























He explained that each relo-
cated family will be given its
choice of a number of al-
ternative housing facilities. Ur-
ban renewal officials will locate

Williams Harris hope to
complete their surveys by May
1. Sometime after Jan. 2, 1966,
the city will begin acquisition
*f the designated properties and
elocation of the families.







New Champatgn Map Hearmg.

North End Zone Changes Draw Most Heat

By David Witke
About 75 persons attended
Monday night’s public hearing
on Champaign’s proposed zon-

ing ordinance and 26 of them |

rose to question proposed chang-
es in the zoning map.
Several of the speakers regis-

No Further H earings

On New Zoning Map

No further public hearings
on the proposed zoning ordin-
ance and map are planned by
the Champaign Plan Commis-
sion, chairman Roger
Haughey said after Wednes-
day night’s hearing.

Haughey said the commis-
sion would study all points
raised at Wednesday night’s
meeting and then forward its
recommendations to the city
council.

“Anyone who still feels ag-
grieved over our final recom-
mendations will still have an-
other crack at getting changes
made by the council,” he
said.

Even after council action
okays the map and ordinance,
displeased property owners
will still have recourse, he
said. Any property owner may
petition the Plan Commission
for a change of zoning for his
property after the new ordin-
ance is adopted, just as he is
permitted to dp at present.

tered strong protests concern-
ing changes affecting them,
Most merely asked questions or
requested reconsideration. The
Plan Commission took all re-
quests under study.

No objections or questions
were raised concerning the text
of the new ordinance, All speak-
ers were worried only by the
new zoning map.

Sharpest controversy of the
evening centered on changes in
the North End, on S. Neil Street
and in the campus business area.

Two major protests concern-

i

i
i i’
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I
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City Planner David Gay
. . .Explains Changes

ed North End areas:

—Three businessmen protest-
ed the proposed rezoning of 1st
Street from Park Avenue north
to Washington Street from its
present general business classi-
fication to multiple family resi-
dence.

They are Charles Silverman,
owner of a liquor store in the
area; Roscoe Tinsley, owner of
a cleaning shop; and Tommy
Drish, who owns a barber shop
and record shop in the area.

Drish told the commission that
“Negro business zones are hard
to come by as it is. If this Negro
business zone is changed to
residential, there will be little
Negro business left.”

Silverman said the area ap-
pears inappropriate for multiple
family residences because it is a
poor location for children.
“Thre’s nowhere to play but on
the railroad tracks,” he said.
Fears Heavy Traffic

He added that the heavy traf-
fic on 1st Street would be dan-
gerous for children if the area is
rezoned.

—Sal Gagliano, owner of Gag-

5th St.,

N. 5th St., protested the propos-
ed rezoning of their properties.

The area on N. 5th Street be-
tween Grove and Tremont
streets, presently zoned for
neighborhood business, is shown
as a single family residence
zone on the new map.

Gagliano drew the only ap-
plause of the evening when he
said “I've had my market there
36 years now and I only wish
you to leave it the way it is.”

Somers said he understood
Gagliano’s feelings, saying it is
intolerable “for a man to oper-
ate a business under these un-
certain conditions.”

He said that if the area is re-
zoned, the grocery and his of-
fice would become non-conform-
ing uses and thus could not be
rebuilt for operation in case
they were closed by fire or dis-
aster.

City Planner David Gay said
the changes in the North End
were made to conform with the
General Neighborhood Renewal
Plan made in 1962 as an out-
line for urban renewal and
adopted by the city council in
1963.

Somers said he did not con-
sider this sufficient reason and
asked again, Gay gave the same
reply.

“Thank you. That doesn’t
quite answer my question, but
T’ll have to accept it,”” Somers
said.

Major protests on S. Neil

Street included:

—A charge of “spot zoning in
reverse” was made by Attorney
Durward Judy, appearing for

erty owners on the west

‘Neil just north of St.
ry’s Road extended.

is 10-acre tract, which in-
cludes the Twin City Auto
Wrecking Co., property owned
by Dr. Arthur Sullivan and four
small houses, is scheduled for

and Magistrate Joe W.‘
Somers, whose office is at 808

Joe Somers
. .Objects to Change

rezoning from general business
to multiple family residence.

Judy pointed out that the west
side of Neil both north and south
of this tract is zoned for general
business.

Asks Reason for Change

Attorney James L. Capel Jr.,
speaking to the same point, call-
ed Neil Street the only nat-
ural business area in the south
of the city. Attorney Thomas
Harrington asked why the com-
mission had recommended this
change.

Gay replied that the tract’s
development over a period of
time indicates it would *‘‘seem
best to make it residential.”

He also indicated that further
study of the area south of the
tract is planned to determine if
it should also be rezoned eventu-
ally.

—Bash & Lambert protested,
through attorney Charles W.
Hendrix, the proposed rezoning
of its property on the southwest
corner of the Neil Street-Wind-
sor Road intersection.

Hendrix said the firm had in-
tended to construct an office

I

§ multiple family residence zone.
1

. ment on the matter.

it | Campus Proposal Hit

| | was discussed at some length:

building or business on this
corner. The new zoning map
would change the corner to a

The commission made no com-

The campus business district

—Paul Bresee of H. R. Bresee
& Co., 602 E. Green St., said he
spoke for 18 other campus busi-
nessmen in .protesting the re-
zoning of the south side of
Healey Street from 4th Street
east almost to 6th Street from
business to multlple family resi-
dence.

He said he fdf, it more logi-
cal to expand the present busi-
ness zone on across Healey to
the north, rather than take a
bite out of the existing business
zone.

He said the University of Illi-
nois eventually will acquire all
the land south of John Street
and east of 4th Street. This
means that the growing campus
business district will have no
direction to spread but to the
north, he said, and he asked th
commission to maintain th
area’s present business zoning.
McGinty Agrees

—James McGinty, a former
city councilman, seconded Bre-
see in this view.

McGinty said that a large
portion of the campus area zon-
ed for business has been ‘‘en-
croached on” by the university
and university - related activi-
ties, such as fraternities, sorori-
ties and churches.

This mean$ that the property
is not available for business
purposes despite its zoning. He
said the campus business com-
munity is growing and there-
fore requires more room, not
less room. )

1t required only 1 hour and 40
minutes for Gay to explain the
ordinance and map and for the
commission to hear all those
wishing to speak.




m& April ]5; J0:

ql‘ for the urban renewal
ef 1 area expected to be
ated by May 1, an an-
f the data obtained from
urveys will be made by
npaign Department of

A oward Decision W
d Or Drop Urban Renewal

The family surveys are being
made by James Williams, relo-
cation officer, and the structural
surveys by Martin Harris, hous-

ing inspector.

The structural survey
data, Gensemer said, will
be used in conjunction with
studies to be made by the

T Roy Wenzlick Co. of St.
Urban lenewal. Louis. This firm was hired
The Q‘-‘uctural survey data| by the Champaign City
will be ised, with other in-| Council to make land use
ationy by the Champaign| and marketability studies of

Plan Dep

Project 1 @a.

The famil surveys and the
swemal Suieys will be used
in determinit which families

and individu¢ Jiving in the
project area Wid have to be

David D. Ge‘-mer director
of urban renewt: gaid that SO
{far the numbely spructural
‘surveys made Nihers 139 of
234 to be ’Wﬂefaut Of 216

family surv t(’ ‘made, 145
have been LS — /

ent as a basis for
determining land uses for the

the Project 1 Area.

said, will be put in bound form
and will set forth the conclus-
ions reached by the firm as to
the ‘“‘highest and best” uses for
land within the project area.

Gensemer added that the firm
also make recommendations as
to the size and shape of parcels
to be sold for redevelopment.
The firm will, in addition, Gen-
semer said, furnish information
on whether properties acquired
Py the city can be sold and set
stimated prices to be asked for

The Wenzlick study, Gensemer

parcels that can be.

will
fron

will cost $4,000.

The land use plan to be de-
veloped by the Plan Depart-
ment will determine land
uses for the area, including
making a determination as
to how properties should be
used—for sites of single fam-
ily  residences, - duplexes,
multiple-family housing, or
for other uses.

One of the plans mm]ved in
the Project 1 Area calls for
enlarging Douglass Park for
160 feet to the west and for
300 feet to the north from Sixth
St. east.

Enlargement of the park was
provided for in the General
Neighborhood Renewal Plan pre-
pared for Champaign several

Some aof
the houses that will be acquired
ve to be sold and moved
the sites, Gensemer said.

The contract with the Wenz-
lick firm, approved by the City
Council at its last meeting, pro-
vides for the study to be com-
pleted within 60 days. The study

Skelton’s UR
Questions
Irk Mayor

By GEORGE COMINOS

News-Gazette Staff Wrifer

Champaign Mayor Emmer-
son V. Dexter, during a discus-
sion of a change in the boundary
for the urban renewal Project
1 Area at Tuesday night’'s City
Council meeting, accused Coun-
cilman William G. Skelton of
being against the urban renew-
al program.

Mayor Dexter, after Skelfon
had been raising questions about
problems with federal agencies
relative to the program, turned
to Skelton and said, with some
heat, “You're not for urban re-
newal, period.”

And a few seconds later May-
or Dexter told Skelton: “You're
always bringing something up.
I think you ought to vote one
way or the other.”

Mayor Dexter's ire was
aroused as Skelton sought to
defermine the need for adopt-
ing a new resolution changing

the boundary of the Project 1
Area

vether To

years ago.

All of the data will then be
put into narrative form, Gen-
semer said, for submission to
the regional office in Chicago of
the Housing and Home Finance
Agency for review to see if the
Champaign urban renewal plan
conforms with the Federal
Housing Act.

If the federal agency finds
that the city has complied with
the Act, then the Champaign
City Council will call a public
hearing. It will be concerned,
Gensemer said, with the land
use plan of the urban renewal
program for the Project 1 Area
and with the relocation program
developed for relocating fami-
lies and individuals in the area
to other housing, when required.
Following the public hearing
the City Council will make the
decision as to whether to enter
into an agreement with the FHA
to earry out an urban renewal
program in the Project 1 Area,
or to-drop the urban renewal
program.







Wording Is .
Revised

The Champaign City Council
approved a planning contract
Tuesday night. with the federal
Housing and Home Finance
Agency making a change in the
urban renewal Project 1 Area
in keeping with the Civil Rights
Act of 1964.

The added section provides
that no person shall, on the
ground of race, color or na-
tional origin, be excluded from
participation in, be denied the
benefits of, or be subjected io
discrimination in the undertak-
ing and carrying ouf of an ur-
ban renewal project here. The
new stipulation is a new re-
quirement and if was not known
here it should be a part of the
wording of the first resolution.

During the discussion on this,
Councilmian Kenneth Stratton
declared that real estate agents
and brokers of Champaign were
not willing to show properties
to Negroes outside of specific
areas.

He declared the city should
do something about permitting
Negroes to buy properties in
other parts of the city —“I
think the city fathers have the
responsibility to get the job
done.”

Approved. was the final plat
of the Stratford Park 1 Subdivi-
sion and amending the zoning
ordinance tof change zoning
at 201-03 W. White to an R4
District (mulfiple family. resi-
dence) to permit construction
of a five-story, 60-unit apart-
ment house for the elderly with
low incomes by the Champaign
County Housing Authority.

St. Louis Firm Will ™

Do Land Use Study

A $4,000 Land Use and Mar-
ketability Study (LUM) of the
Project 1 Urban Renewal area
will be conducted for the city
of Champaign by the Roy Weng-
lick Co. of St. Louis. o

Approval of the contract w:
plagegl on passage by the city
council Wednesday, for formal
approval at the April 20 meet-
ing.

%he LUM is designed to pro-
vide the city with ba_ckground
information  concerning  the
highest and best use for prop-
erties within the _pro3ect area,
Urban Renewal Director David
Gensemer explained.

The study also will provide
marketability information to as-
sist the city in obtaining the
\best priced ﬁ)r t_t(xie properties
g resold, he said. =
Wl'll‘etile Urban Renewal planmngv‘
budget, already appmved, in-\
cludes funds for the study.

Gensemer said the study will

s it

tt]refcl? ﬁmgegwe}xﬁe gox}tract
specifies completion within 90

days, but Gensemer said he

after the con-

Valuation Soars

Henderson said the total as-

sessed value of the area, which

covers about 50 acres, was only

$892,000 before urban renewal,
compared with an estimated
valuation upon completion o f
about $3,500,000.

The total taxes collected from
the area are expected to rise
(from about $39,000 to an esti-
'mated $141,000, despite the fact
that some parts of the area
which are owned hy other gov-
ernmental bodies and a church
are not on the tax rolls.

Dasso, using information on
urban renewal projects which he
studied for his doctoral thesis,
listed several factors developers
should consider before entering
an urban renewal project.

He advised them to make sure
the project area is large enough;
to look at their own financing
to determine whether they have
sufficient “‘staying power” to see
: conduct. their own_ ne.
pendent market feasibility
study; and to make sure con-
tracts are awarded through ob-
Jective competition F

s o i gr' 3
Housmg Plan
Is Advanced

$611,000 for the development of
a retail store.

"Saturday, April 10, 1965

Says Expert Here:

No One Plan

To Develop
Downtowns

By John E. Erickson

Of Lindsay-Schaub Newspapers
A noted architect and urban

planner said in- Champaign

day night that there is no gen-
eral approach to downtown re-
development applicable to all

cities.

George E. Kostritsky of Bal-
‘timore, Md., said that the de-
cision whether to bring down-
through
_specified isolated projects or a
comprehensive master plan de-
pends on what the particular

town redevelopment

city is ready for.

Kostritsky made the remarks
at a downtown planning semin-
ar sponsored by the University

In describing his work in
downtown Baltimore, Kostritsky
said that the city wanted some-
thing to ‘show for its efforts im-|
mediately. The result was a

plan for Charles Center, a 23-
acre redevelopment in the
heart of Baltimore.

. - |
Begun in 1957, the Charles o
Center plan featured a number|

Difficult in
Small City

! By John E. Erickson

| Of Lindsay-Schaub Newspaper
f Champaign, April 12

| A group of Illinois urh:
l planning and business leade
{was told here Saturday th
| downtown planning is far.mo
| difficult in the small and midd]
sized city than in the larg
metropolitan center,

George E. Kostritsky, arct
tect and urban planner to
the group that there was 1
single reason why planning a
tivities encountered difficulty
smaller cities. -

He said that downtown plai
ning must involve cooperatio
and coordination by both th
private and public sectors.

In the middle - sized city
Ithaca, New York, he said, of
position to planning brougt
about a change in local govern
ment and the end to downtow
redevelopment, ?

He added that planning mus
be modest in approach and pro
Jects kept small if there wa
resistance from the community

Kostritsky recommended tha
a city develop a set of policie,
regarding what it was trying tq
achieve “downtown before put
ting any plans on paper,

Whether a city should begir
downtown redevelopmen;

i : S with individual projects or ar
- The Champaign Plan Com- of hotels, office buildings, apart-| . . :
mission Tuesday recommended ments and retail establishments °Yer-all plan depends on ‘the lo

approval of a rezoning petition tied together by pedestrian,

that may bring a proposed hous-
ing project for the elderly one
step closer to reality.

The petition, presented by W.
Kenneth Porter representing the
Public Housing Authority, asks
rezoning of land at 201, 203 and
205 E. White St. from R-3 to
R-4. Present plans call for con-
struction of a five - story, 60-
unit apartment house for the
elderly. Porter said the author-
ity now contemplates construe-
tion of the building on the two
westernmost of the three Ilots,|
and on parts of the two lofs be-|
hind them, which face Stough-
ton Street.

The third White Street lot
would be used for a parking lot.

In a memorandum to the
commission, the planning de-
partment favored the rezoning
for three reasons. The depart-
ment felt the change would not
‘be detrimental to other proper-

ways.and open space. It con-
nected the established financial
and retail centers of the city. !

First Step

Kostritsky said that in time
Charles Center became the first
step in a larger Baltimore
downtown redevelopment plan. |

He contrasted the Baltimore
experience with that of Cincin-/
nati, Ohio in which each ele-
ment of an over-all plan was
painstakingly arrived at by a
group of business and political
leaders in cooperation with city
planning personnel.

Kostritsky said that the Cin-
cinnati approach was “evolu-
tionary rather than revolution-:
ary.n . 5

He said that no one could
state categorically which ap-!
proach was better. It is no
problem for an outside consul-i
tant to come in and draw up a

‘master plan. The difficult part

ties in the area, and that a de- .oeq in the implementation,

crease, rather than increase.

traffic would result if present

out.

pians, for the land are'carriedny attempt what it is ready for
: ‘and then wait until it is ready’

, in po said.

Kostritsky said a city can on-

i

for the next step.

“A good idea a little ahead of !

its time is worthless,” he said.

either case it should first de-

cal situation, he said: But ir

\termine what its policies on
‘such matters as traffic flow,

. intensity and type of land use

and provision for
|are to be.

- Kostritsky made the remarks
at a downtown planning semin.
ar sponsored by the University
‘of Hlinois. g

pedé_strians







Survey Work
InRenewal
Area Ending

By David Witke
' Family and structural sur-
veys being made in the Proj-
ject 1 urban renewal area will
be completed Monday or Tues-
'day, Champaign Urban Renew-
‘al Director David Gensemer
said Friday.

Only about 10 surveys remain-
ed incomplete as of Friday.
“We're right on schedule so
'far,” Gensemer noted.

- He said the Jan. 1 goal for
ending the project’s planning
Qhase and entering the execu-
tion phase still looks practical.

The family and $tructural sur-
veys will be tabulated next week
to learn such pertinent facts as
how many people may have to
be relocated, how many build-
ings the city must acquire, how
many families there are in the
area at each income level, and
how many buildings are s
Si E

Y

ifts to Champaig
Exceed $112,000 1n

' Objection to byj
,Ing units in the
borhood by the
AuthOrity of Cha
‘was coﬂtainod 5
.to MayOT Emm
al:ld Mmembers o
City Council,
The letter,

Iding of hoys.!
Northeast Neigh-'
Publje Housing
mpaign County

n a letter sent_v"
erson V, Dexter|
f the Champaign

written over the|

’ ers of civil righ
8roups, said: rights
of Champaign-Ur]l‘)/I any residents)

but perhaps we s

uld also Jook

By Richard Icen This is about $6,000 mor

Renewal Arw&wxr e

Skelton

Motion

Angers Dexter

- By David Witke

Mayor Emmerson V. Dexter
and Councilman William G. Skel-
ton clashed over Urban Renewal
during Wednesday night’s meet-
ing of the Champaign City Coun-
cil.

Dexter, angered by Skelfon’s
attempt to postpone action on a
minor boundary change for the
Project 1 area, charged in heat-
ed tones that Skelton is “against
Urban Renewal, period.”

Of Skelton’s effort to postpone

action on the matter, Dexter
said angrily “Why do we have
to go through this every time?
You always do something like
this. Why don’t you just vote
one way or the other?”

Skelton eventually withdrew

his motion to postpone ¢
but voted against the bou
change. The change was a;
ed Ry a 5-2 vote, with Cq
man Virgil Wikoff addir
no vote to Skelton’s.

Dexter and councilmen
Danner, Frank Schooley,
neth Stratton and Ralph S
voted for the change,
Appeared Routine

The flare of temper oc
during what had given
appearance of being a r
matter, The sequence of |
leading to the incident we
this: 3
In January, the counc
proved a resolution exp:
the boundaries of the Pr¢
area. Later, federal of

‘

064

e than| Like many others, the g-‘ran!:-

3 — rﬁ 5

§

recommended that a port
this expanded area be re;
from the project area.

So Wednesday the counc
before it two resolutions ¢
ed to meet this recomn
tion. The first was a res
rescinding the January
The second was a resolut
most identical with th
adopted in January, but e
ing the small area objec

the $106,290.09 taken in through|lin

bequest is a memo

Champaign Park District of-

the more normal means of tax this case

to his wife who, died

» 1 by federal officials.
The first of these passe

ficials are not at all inclined to

assessments. about a year ago.

out opposition. Then ¢

look a gift horse in the eye.
During 1964, in fact, the

f gifts and, bequests to most Te
:l?tlauedigtri%? exceeded receipts|that the district is really

collected through tax assess-|conducting an active campa

‘ments during the fiscal year. : oot
i ining at!and former residents of the ¢

ﬁd no one is complaining sk R diires,

“We're certainly very happy|for the most part, have ap-

to have received more gifts than proached district officials both

i ith i jects and cash
levied. It’s much easier to| with ideas for projects anc
tlz);esgifts for the development|or equipment ‘to. l:SSISt in the
‘|of parks than tax assessments,” developmental WOrP. ShFesrn
| Donald. Bresnan, president of the| Té::n :g::i ;?rpt:rek ftor insian i
remarked. in k, ) ce,
§ Pasﬁr?r?; rt%e year, according to|was developegl 0 toc::]ungt;gx;
[ General Manager Arnold G;ts; vl;lth k(llilxilam\g;l)gr;) rzi:,i dedey$15 4
i ifts and bequ ranklin, C 315,
?sflftllzdlflyat $gllf1,2,690 were received. 'to help get the project moving.

total| No Campaign

Another memorial is a $60,- moved that the second b
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